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AMERICAN SPIRITUATISM.
We_take the following from a review of Tardinge's © Modern Ameri-

cnng?;:iritunlism,” which sppeared in the 15 vol. of *The Mouth,’
p. 875

“ We shall add snother and still wider eonsideration, for we be-
Tieve that the true way of arriving at o vight conclusion concerning the
phenomena on which epirituslism is founded, is to compare them in
their most varied developments and class them with all such other
manifestations a3 may fairly be attributed: to kindred sources and
nowers.  We believe that many of the adepta of Eurapean * Spirit-
waliam,’ far on the road of evil and monstrosiky as we fear it has al-
ready advanced, will have been shacked by learning the existence of
some even of the facts which we have selected in this article, and we
agaure our readers that we have net selected the most startling. In
the same way us American developments seem move fearful by the side
of European experiences, so there is a gradation to be ohserved, unless
we nre mistaken, in the American developments themselvos; the
wildest and mnost terrible meet ns a8 we leave the comparatively civi-
lised and sober East for the half-scitled Western States, ns we touch
on the territories, and cross over to the Pagifio senboard in California;
Indeed, the Californian phenomenn are singularly tersible, and dia-
Bolical. Here, for instance, is an incident whish oceurred in California
in 1856, and #as made fully public in 1863 by an eminent lawver in
Nevada, who after the lapse of seven years, could nat speak of the oc-
eurrence without the most painful emotion. He and a friend, an
sminent banker, and man of science, and n eceptic, were visiting the
Rouse of & werlthy Californian merchant, where thoy sammoned a
murdered friend, Mr King, to the mesmerie circle.  He appeared pre-
cigely ne in life and in his useat attire, and raised his arms in turn, and
made other motions ss suggested to im. But when his living friend
darted forward, s he said, “to grabl him,” every article in the house
seemad fo be set in motion af once, as if by the shock of an earthguake,
aud the figure melted out instantly. Another time, after Mr King's
presence was made known, a certain new inflaance waa Jletected by the
whola circle, andZin the usual manner it was asked ¢ Who was prosent #
The answer was *Capitanr’  This name was recognisel by some pro-
sent nz that of an old Kanaka woman who lind died some vears azo. It
was then asked if she would materially appear, nad, if s0, wonld she
give 0 sign?  Thoa spirit answered that slie wou'ld ring the door-ball.

The foliowing is 8 quotation from Mias Hardinze's work : —

** It wag searcely twenty seconds after tha raps had ended spelling
out this megsage when the bell again rung furiouslv, and at the same
time a bush, growing within a few fest of the window, was shaken so
violenily na to fix all our attention on it, in the fear that it wonld be
torn up by the roots.  Then we (having our attention fixed upon the
bush} distinetly and alto ether saw & pigantic human figure appar-
ently rising and emarging from the bush, issue out into the broad
moonlight, pass with’'n two feet of the windov before our eyes, and
glide off townrds the kitchen. DBy a comm n-dmpulse we all rose and
rushad to the window, but only in time to see the fiznre melt oud and
another rise up, 8s it were out of the ground, and immediately seab’

itself upon a bench before the kitchen dose, and full in the glive of
the moonlizght,

‘ Aud here T would fain panse, for T have no words adequats to
deseribe what then I saw; and thongh ite memorvy will be for ever
engraven upon my brain, I can neither communicate in words the
least roality of it, nor yet attempt itr deseription without suhjcefing
myself to the charge of the wildest exacgerating, It certainly bore the
human form though in distorted and fpghtful disproportion. It was
of gigintic height and frightfully lean. Tfs face was hideously long,
thim, and distorted, blacker than ant iden of Blackness T had ever seen
before ; bat its expression I ean never pourtray. I can om'y say it
was an appalling mixtare of hate, rage. and despair, so shocking that
I carnol gt any time attempt to reeal it without s sickening sensation
of horror. Tt was terrible th look at, horeible to think of, aud T hope
my mortal eyes will never agiin be blighted by so hideous a spectre.
e wore a larga white rabe t! rown fully round bim, and partly orver-
ing his iminenso long lean head ; aad there he sab, reelining in the
benely, full in the moonlight; silent, ebll, and ghastly in all his appal-
Ying ugliness. The face was furned to us somewhat in profile. After
1aoking at the goblin—for hunin I ran never think it—till the night
overpowered me, T rashed i~ the plazza door, feeling the necassity for
air, ¥ was Lllowed by thelilioa, wh) were almnst fainting; but in
(attempting to wafasten tue Toor, whith 3Mr J. P hnd opened with
‘perfeet ease n fow maments belre we found it barrieaded. Mr B,
the bravest avonzat ug, exropt Mr J. P remainel watehing the
goblin, as dil the fumily upstairs, till they saw it gradually and slowly
melt out. Thoy never Inst sizht of Tt till it disappearsad  As wa re-
treated the soius, ehvdre tatles, cushions, glabes, and mathomatical
iastru nents were hn thaut 1 ooy directing wirh g oab violenee,
T was severely struck with abeol, an 1l one of the ludiss had a eu-hion
dashed in Ler face, the dust frean which blinded hee eyes for several
mivwtes, AMe Jo P,oand Lis wife now joine T me at the door, and after

some bright and hoppy spirit to visit us, aud aid in dispelling the horrora
of the last upparition. We had not taken ouwr places fivo miautes,
beft‘Jr.a. nervous and distrustful as we still weore, wa wera convinced our
petitions wore answered. ool balmy breszes played arvound us, soff
caressing hands stroked our cheeks and heads, more than s dozon
small white human hanads gleamead aronnd the room. pt Rest shadowy

and like thin vapour, st last paipable opague ani seeminaly a3 frm in
sight and touch ns our own hands.” P &y

MR FROUDE AND THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH.

The following tribute to the grandeur, utility. and benaty of the:
Roman Catholic Church is from a public address by Mr Froude, one
of the most eminont Protestant historians of the age, and the raport of
which apneared in the Manchester  Times * and * Bxaminer’ (England).

* Nover in all history, in ancient an1 modern times, that the

world know of, had mankind known out of themsalves anvthing so grind, -
a0 useful, so beautiful, as the Cutholic Chureh onse was. In thess
our times well-rogulated solfishness was the recognised rule of astion
—-everyone was expsocted to look out for himself, and to take ocare of
his own interests, At the time he spuke of, the Church rulod the
Siate with the authority of a consciance, and self-interest ns 3 motivs
of netion was only named to b abhorred. (Cheers). Wisdom, justioe,
self-denial, nableaess, purity, high-mindsdness —thoss were the quali-
tiee before which the freeborn races of Eurone had been coitented to°
bow, and in no order of men wera such gmalities to be found as they
wera found 600 years ago, in the elergy of the Catholic Charch. They
called themselves the successors of the Apostles; they claimed in their
Master's name universal spiritual authority ; but they made good
their pratonsions by the holiness of their lives. 'They were aHowed
to rule because they deserved to rulé, and in the fulnesa of reversnce
kings and nobles bent befors & power whioh was nearsr to God than
their own.  (Applause} Ovwer prince anl suhjsct—:hieftain and
serf—a bady of unarmed, defenccless mon reigned suprems by tha
influence of sanctity. H& did not pretend that the clersy were per-
fact ; they were very far from being perfect at the beat of times ; and
the European nations were never comnletely submissive to them; it
would not ‘have been well if they hnd been. The business of humen:
creatures in this planet was not summed up in the most excellent of
priestly catechisms; the world and its concerns continned to interest
men, though priests invisted "ou their nothingness, They could not
prevont kings from guarrelling with ench other; thav could not hindar
dispated successions, and eivil feuds, wars, and politiesl conspiracies ;
wha* thay did was to shelter the weak from the stronz  Tn the eyes
of the clergy, the serf and his lord atoed on tha common level of sin-
ful humanity. Ints their ranks high birth was no passport. They
were for the moat part childrea of the people, and the son of the
artizan and peasant rose to the mitre and tripls erown just ns now-a-
days the rail-splitter and the tailor bacame presidents of the Republic
of the West. , . . After alluding to the ex‘*raordinary pririloges
which tha clergy poascased, he glanced at the monasterica a3 another
vnst fenture of the middle ngas, when they were inhabited by fraterni.
ties of men who desired to devote themselves to gondness: and who,
in order the better to do so, took vowa of poverty, that they miglit not
be entangled with tha pursuit of money, and of chastity, that they
might not he distracted with the cares of a family, Their daye wers
spent in hard bodily 1abour, in studv, or in visiting the sk ; abt night
they were on the stene Hoors of their chapels, holding up their withered
hands to heavan interceding for the poor souls who were sulfering in
purgstory. The system spread to the farthest limits of Clristendom.,
The religious houses became places of refure, whoere men of nobls
birth, kings and queens, and emperors, and warriors, and statesmen,
retired to lay down their eplendid caree and end their days in pesge,
Those with whom the world had denlt hardly, and those whom it had
surfeited with its unsatisfying plessures, those wha were disappointed
with earth, and those whn wero filled with passionate aspirations aftev
heaven, alike found a haven of reat in the quiet cloisters, Gradual'y
lands came to tham, an) wesith, an't s>rcial dignity—all gratefally ex-
tended to men who degerved wall of their follows; while no lan llorls
were more popular than thoy, for the sanctity of the monks shelterad
their dependents as well ns themselves.”
Counld the most devoted Catholic have written more enthuiaski-
cally in favor of the Roman Catholic Chureh P Though now shorn of
eome of her g'ory and power, she is essantially the samsa still as she
“ones was.” .

THE ORANGEMEN AND LEGISLATIVE
INDEPENDENCE.
{*Lond1 TUnirerse.)
Me ¥NEIL Dawst has beon lately addressing the Orangenon, and
mad: a poiat arainst Lord Eaniskillen. the Grand Muastor of the
Sosiotr, by rewnin ling his hearers thit, wherens Lis lordship hind ds-
clared that the discstebhisbwent of the Church would furm o valid

great exertiya we suecxeld ia foreing it puetly open, when we foun 1
that the heavy ran 7te 2t the evtrasee ty the gronnds had been!
litere’ly toim 2 el of the soket. and placed helily against the

plazas dadr, Thiz must hawe beau danein e few minates, since one

of the gervants Lad just passed through and fastenedit. Tt must have |
been gecomiplished withau* naiee, though it wonil have taken soveral
men to achiere g Iy o feat, and we had sat oppasits it, with the monn
shining full upon it, the whole porisd of the circle. . . . . [Vs
or the diappeacanes of thr sp etre ] 3Me Bl stood within eizht feet
of 1, and just as we approchad the kitehen dnor, he syw, se did those
ab~. , the croature visy with slow deliberation, standing a moment
sii b os if {0 display its erormouns height, then, lightly lifting its robe
it evemead to float off o little way, and then instanily.
space beerme invisible i
agch guve o procize’y similar arcount when questioned separstely, .
.. We agreod to bind our minds and aspirations on the attempt
o acil around ue hied, genlal, and more human beings, nnd conjured

in the clear : ; : .
i i ir (i tint ceng thom taking un Irish part evea in the

Thore we witnesscs of this scene, nud | despair (it continnes} of sceing : )

T e osars o i %struggls fo: Irish nationality. or of secing them, in the rogenerated

ground for the immaldinte vepoul of the Union the noble ewrl, in the
words of the ' Wation,” now ** hates ITome Rule nearly a3 muech na ha
hates teaant-rizht.”  Tha sentiments of the Ulster m:n arainst Home
Rule nve evilently modifying At the late Tyrona elec.iou nuny wmem-
bera of Oranae lod ses voted fur My Macartnay, whose LlCL'i‘LE‘:\.ti.OUS on the
subject of Hame Rule were of the most pmuo‘\mcocll daseripiion, and,
fraternizing with tiie Catholics, wove rosettes in their hats and conts;
whilst at the meeting 26 Bnniski len, the other day, vory stroug Homo
Rule uiterances were undoubtedly cheered tothaecho. The * Nation'

s theraupan hopeful as io the futuce.nnd assures us that—

Beyonlalt doubt, through all their prejulices m_l-:] bLisotriea or
passions, u spint of nationality is seething and fel'ment_mg among the
mass of the Protesinni populatisn of Ulster. Theve is no reason to

Irish nasion, form an elewnent, not of alien repulsivencss, bai of true
Ivish strength.



