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AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM. some bright andhappyspirit to visitus,andaidindup«-Uing the liorronof the last upparition. We had not taken our places five minutes,before, nervousanddistrustful as westill were, we wereconvincedourpetitions wereanswered. Coolbalmybreezes played around us, soft"caressing hands strokedour cheeks and heads, more than a dozensmall whitehuman hands gleamed aronnd the room, at first shadowyand like thin vapour, at lastpalpable opaqueanlseemingly as firminsight and touch as our own hands.'

MRFROUDE AND THEROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH.

The following tribute to the grandeur, utility,and beauty of the'RomanCatholicChurch is from a public address by Mr Froude, oneofthe most eminent Protestanthistorian* of tho age,and the report ofwhichaorjeired inthe Manchester'Times
'
and'Examiner' (England)."Never in allhistory, ia ancient and modern times, that theworldknew of,hadmankindknownout ofthemselves anythingso grui3,-souseful, so beautiful,as the Catholic Cliarch once "was. In theseour times well-regulated selfishness was the recognised rule of action—

everyonewasexpacted to look out for himself, and to take careofhis owninterests. At the time he spoke of, the Church ruled th«State with the authority ofa conscience, andself-interest as a motivoof action wasonly named tobe abhorred. (Cheers). Wisdom, jmtioe,self-denial,nobleness,purity, high-mindednees —
those wore the quali-

ties before which the freeborn races ofEurope hadbeen coitented to 'bow, and innoorder ofmen were such qualities to be found a* they
were found600 yearsago, in the clergy ofthe Catholic Church. They
called themselvesthe successors of the Apostles;they claimed ia their
Master's name universal spiritual authority;but they made goad
their pretensionsby theholiness ofHieir lives. They were allowed
torule because they deservedto rule, and in the fulness of reference
kings andnobles bentbefore apower which wasnearer to G-od than
their own. (Applause) Over prince anJ subject

—
chieftain and

serf
—

abody of unarmed, defenceless men reigned supreme by tha
influence ofsanctity. Hedid not pretend^ that tho clergy were per-
fect; they were very far from beingperfectat the best of times ;and
the Europeannations werenever completely submissive to them;it
wouldnot 'havebeen Tvell if theyhad been. The business of human 1

creatures in th"i3planet wasnot summed up in the most excellent of
priestly catechisms;tho worldand its concernscontinued to interest
men,thoughpriests insisted

"
ou their nothingness. They oould not

prevont kings fromquarrelling witheach other;theycouldnot hinder
disputed successions, andcivil feuds, wars, and political conspiracies;
whaf they did was to shelter the weak from the strong In the eyea
of the clergy, the serf andhis lord stood on the common level of sin-
fulhumanity. Into their rnnkshigh bii*th was no passpoit. They
were for the mostpart children of the people, and tho son of the
artisan and peasant rose to the mitre and triplecrowu jii't as now-a-
days the rail-splitterand tho tailor became presidents ofthe Republic
of the West. . . . Aftet alluding to the extraordinary pririlo<je3
which tha clergy possessed,he glanced at the monasteries as another
vast featureof themiddle ages, when they were inhabitedby fraterni-
ties ofmen who desired to devote themselves togoodness:and wbo,
in order thebetter todo so, took vows of poverty, that they migritnot
be entangled with thapursuit of money, and of chistity, that they
might not be distracted with the cares of a family. Their day* were
spent inhard bodily labour, in study,or invisiting the stok ;at night
they were on the stone floorsof their chapels,holdingup their withered
hands toheaven interceding for the poor souls who were suGfermg in
putgatory. Th«» syatem spreadto the farthest limits of Christendom.
The religious houses became places of refuge, where men of noblebirth,kings andqueens, andemperors, and warriors, and statesmen,
retired to lay down their splendid eareeandend their days in pe&o9.
Those with whom the world haddealt hardly, and those whom itbad
surfeited withits unsatisfying pleasures, those who were disappointed
with earth, and those who were filled with passionate aspirations aftes
heaven, alike foundahaven of rest in the quiet cloi-Uers. Gradual'y
lands came ra them, and wealth, and social dignity — ill gratefully ex-
tended to men who deserved wall of their fellow-i ;while no UnMnrh
were morepopular than tluy, for the sanctify of the monks sheltered
th?ir dependents as well as themselves."

Could the most devoted Catholic havo written more enthuiasti-
cally in favorof the Roman Catholic Church ? Though now shorn of
some of her gory and power, she is essantially the same still as ehe"

onca was."

THE ORANGEMEN AND LEGISLATIVE
INDEPENDENCE.

('London Universe.'-)
Mr O'XetllDattsthas been lately aiJre»bing the Ovangonon, and
made a poiut a^.unst Lord E-inislillen. the Grand M'jstar of tlie
Sojioty,by rcninling his hearers thit, whereas his lord->hip hvl di-
clared tliat tho disestablishment of tho Church would form a valid
ground for the immediate repealof the Union the noble eirl, in tho
words of the

'Nation,' now
"

hates Home Rule nearly as much ashe
hates tenant-rio-!it." The sentiments of tha Ulster m;n ajaiust HooiJ
Rule are eviiently modifying At the late Tyrone elecaoumany mem-
bers ofOrange lodges voteA fur Mr M-ieartney, whose declarationson tho
subject,of Home Rule were of tho most pronounced description, aad,
fraternizing with tho Catholics, wore rosettes in their hit.s ani coats;
whilst at the meetingat Enniski lon, the other diy, verystrong Homo
Rule utterances wereundoubtedly cheered tothe echo. The 'Nation

'
ie thereupon hopeful as to the future.and assures us that

—
Beyon.lall doubt, through all their prejudices and bi^otrios or

passions, I* -spirit of nationality is seeth''ng*and fermenting among the
!mass ofthe Protest<ini population of Ulster. There is ho reason to
Idespair (it continues) of seeing thorn taking an Irishparteven in tho
I struggle fo.1Irishnationality, or of seeing them, in tUo regenerated
Irishnation, form an element, not of alien impulsiveness, but of true
Irish Btrength.

Wb take the following froma reviewof TTardinge's "Modern Ameri-canSpiritualism," which appeared in tho 15 vol. of 'TheMonth,'
p. 375.

"We shall add another nnd etill wider consideration, for we be-
lieve thai the true wayof arriving.ita right, conclusion concerning the
phenomenaon whichspiritualism is founded, is to comoare them in
their most varied developments a-nd class them with nil such other
manifestationsas may fairly be attributed to kindred sources and
powers. We believe thatmany of the adepts of European'Spirit-ualism,' fir on the road of evil andmonstrosity as we fear it has al-
ready advanced, willhave been shocked by learning the existence of
some even of the fact» which we have selected in this article, nnd we
assure our readers that we have not selected the most startling. In
the same wayas Americandevelopmentsseem more fearfulby the side
ofEuropeanexperiences, so- there is a gradation tobe observed,unless
we nre mistaken, in the American developments themselves;the
wildestandmost terrible meetus as we leave the comparatively civi-
lisedand sober East for tho half-settled Western States, as we touch
on the territories, and cross over to the Pacific seaboard in California:Indeed,tho Califomian phenomena are sineularly terrible, and dia-
Bolical. Here, for instance, is an incident which occurred in California
ra 1856, and ffas made fully public in 1863 by aneminent lawyer inNevada,who after the lapseof seven years,could not speak of the oc-
currence without the most painful emotion. He and a friend,an
eminentbanker, andman of science, and a sceptic, were visiting the
house of a wealthy Oalifornianmerchant, where they summoned a
murdered friend, MrKing, to the mesmeric circle. He appearedpre-
cisely as in life andinhis usual attire, andraised his armsin turn,and
made other motions as suggested to him. But when his living friend
darted forward,as he said, 'to grab' him,' every article in the house
aeemed tobe set in motion at once,as if by the shock ofan earthquake,
nnd the figure melted out instantly. Another time, after Mr King's
presence was made known, acertain new influencew<»9 detectedby the
■whole circle,andjn thousualmanneritwas asked

'
Who waspresent?'

The answer wa3
'Cupitan.v' This name was recognised by somepre-

sent as that ofan old Ennaka woman who had died some yearsago. It
■was then askedif she would materially appear, and, if so, wouldshe
give a sign ? The spirit answered that she wouldring the door-boll.The following is a quotationfromMtsa Hardinge's work:—"Itwas fcarcely twenty seconds after the raps hadended spelling
out this menage when thebell again rung furiously, and at tho same
time abush, growing within a fi»w -feet of the window, was shaken bo
violently as to fix all our attention on it, in the fear that it wouldbe
torn up by the roots. Tho-i we (hnving our attention fixed upon the
bush) distinctlyand alto ether saw a gigantic human figure appar-
ently rising and emerging from the busVi, issue out into the broad
moonlight,pass withn two fdet of the windo-v before out4 eyes, and
glide off towards thekitchen. By a comm n impulse woall rose and
rush»d to tho window,but only in time to see the figuremelt out apd
another rise up, as it were out of the ground, nnd immediately seat'
itself upona bench before the kitchen door, and full in tho ghre of
themoonlight.'

And hereIwould fainpavue, for Ihave no words adequate to
describe what thenIsaw;and though its memory will bo for ever
engravenupon raybrain,Ican neither communicate in words the
least nullity of it,nor yet attempt its description wiMiout subjecting
myself to the charge of the wildest exaggeration. Itcertainly bore the
human form though in distorted and frightfuldisproportion. Itwas
of epgintic height and frightfully lerm. Ifs fnoa was hideously long,
thirr, anddistorted,blacker thanany idea of blacknessIhad ever seen
before ;butit3expressionIcan never pourtray. Ican o^y say it
■wasan appalling mixture ofhafe, rase, and despair, so shocking that
Icannot at any time attempt to roeal it without a sickening sensation
of horror. It was tornMe t"> look at, horrible to think of,and Ihope
mymortal eyes will novsr agiin be blighted by so hideous a spectre.
He worea l-irj;« white robe I;■"o^n fuUy roundhim, and partly cover-
ing his immense- Ion;* lean head;and there he sat, reclining in the
bench, full in tha,-moonlight, silent-, eHI, andghastly inall hia appal-
lingugliness. Th° face was turned tous somewhat inprofile. After
lookipg at the goblin— for lm nmIran never think it— till the night
overpoweredme,Irushed t* the pi.»zza door, feeling the necessity for
air. Iwas followed by the111 1li.°i». w'i j wer<J almost fvinting;but in

.attemptingto unfasten tuc t" lor, whi 'h Mr J. P had opened with
perfect east* a f-vr nnmoiits; bef»rc we found it barricaded. Mr B,
thebrakes'- amoii;-^ uh, ex vpt Ur J. P., remained watching the
goblin, asdil the family upa'.iiri, <il! they sa^ itgradually andslowly
melt out. Th*y nrvov lo^t eh'it of it till it disappear.*d As we re-
treated the sof.is, c1!c1! i!>'s. tal_lcj, cushion*, globes, and mathematical
i.istru ucnts v>,vrehn.'le1 iV-u1iier^*r diivcth.i wifhg 'cat violence.
Iwas Fovi'ivly strm-k v, itha l»eol:, an1 oneor the ladies had a cushion
clashed in her face, tie <lu-.t from whi.-h blinded her eyes for several
minutes. Mr J. P. nn-1 his \-iire n'-wjoinel me at the door, andafter
great cxertij'i we nu'CV'Lil in forcingit partly open, when we founI
llial the henry iron i/ifi% it t'l " enhu ico t~> tlie grounds had been |
litrnriy to;n u,i oit of the socket, and placed bo lily against the-
pi;u/.v door. Thi-- mu~t liive Ivendone in a few minutes, since one
of the seryj'its had ju^t pissed through and fasteued it. Itmnst havo
been accomplished witMou*miff, though it woul1 have taken several
men to achieve suili a feat, and we had eat opposite it, with themoon
shining full uponit, the whole }.:rikI of the circle [_\a
ov "lie disajip^di'ftr.c; of (hisp ctre ] MrB. stood within ei^ht feet
of !', am: just as wo approiciioil t lir> kitohon door,he s\w, as did those
i>b". ,tho creaturer!s > with slow deliberation, stanrling a moment
sli 1 _s if todisplay its c iormoi.3 height, then, lightly lifting its robe
it seemed to float oil' a lit'le way, and then instantly, in the clear
space became invisible. Tb.;re .vere five witnesses of this scene, and
each gave \ precise^ ejon'lar account when questioned separately. .. . . VTe aixree Itobiud our minds and aspirationson the attempt
;o ct>l around ubUud, genial, andmore bumtinbeings, and conjured
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