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oppreesive on Catholics that it ought not to be paid by them willingly;
and forther, the committee believe that if Catholies generally decline
to pay unless compelled to do so wnder legal pressure, that an-united
sction of this nature would convince the 'Government more forcibly
than any other mode of procedure how deeply the injustive:of the tax
wag felt. Thirdly. In eonjunction with the'mode of action in'imated
above, the committee reccmmend that a strong effort 'boanade to get
all.Catholics wha are entitled to a vote duly registered before the next
elections take place, ec that as much influence s possible may be
‘brought to bear on eandidatos for election on ¥he -education question,
Having arrvived at the above conclusions, and being willing 10 assist
as far as possible in carrying out their views, the commiitee beg to
invite the co-operation of .all these who hold similsr views ; and they
'beg to state that they will meet every Sunday after Mass in {he school-
room uniil furiher notice, where they will be glod to receive any
suggestions or give sny information or mssictance in their power on
the eubject.  Subscriptions will be received for the purpose of defraying
legal and other expenses, and alco for expenses incurred in the regis-
tration of votes,

To the Editor of the Nrw ZEALAXD TaBLET.

Br,—My ntiention has been called to an account of a meeting of the
St. Joseph’s Lodge, No. 73 of the H.A.C.B.8., at which a resohation
was proposed and carried, giving me the necessary notice for dispens-
ing with my services as medical attendant. In this resclution it-s
stated that I advertised in the ‘Evening Star® for n servant, excluding
Trish servants on account of their nationality. The same Jmprestion
is conveyed by another paragroph from the Editorial pen. Now it
would I think heve been only fair 1o have-given the névertizement in
full 5 it wos ns follows;—Greneral servant wanted, Scotch or Engiish,
apply to Mra Bakewell, Duncan-st.—Thers was 1o mention made of
Irieh, and there was no phrase used whictr could be tortured inte an
exclusion of the Irish .on account of their nationality. What we
wonted was 8 Protestant, and an Irish Protestant would have
enswered as well as any other. Not that I mean to deny for one
moment that of twe egually good domestics, I would not prefer my own
countrywoman €0 pn Irieh or Scotch woman. I certainly weunld, I
am not sufficiently cosmopolitan to have no national prejudices, and
being nn Engliebman ¥ would rather, ceferis paribus, have English
around me. But I would rather have good Irish or Scoteh servants
than bad English ones, However, the reason we wanted o non-Catho-
lic servant was simply this,—my wife and children are Roman
‘Catholics, and a9 your readers will readily understand, are under the
necessity of attending Mass every Sunday and Wednesday, When we
firet came to Duuedin, Mrs Bakewell engaged an Irish orphan Catholie
gir, who was o “new chum.” She did so in preference to any
English or Seotch girl, because she thought there nright be a prejadics
againat the Cafholics as scrvants here. The girl stepped some monthe,
but as she had cocme out to New Zealand on account of bad liealth,
and she did not seem to improve, I advised her 4o try the country air,
We found it so very inconvenient to have aservant who was obligad
te go to mass, that Mrs Bakewell determined to have a Protestant
for the future. When we had, as in the West Indies and at Lome,
from two te four servanta it did net matter much, as one could alwayes
stay st home to get breakfast, & ; but here having ouly accommodation
for one the inconvenience wos exceesive. Mrs Bukewell could net
very well advertise for u Protestant, and se we put in English or
Scoteh, knowing that it was very unlikely that any Latholic would
apply. Buch is the simple explanation whieh would have been given
to the 5t. Joseph's Lodge, it the fiery individuals who compose it had
seked me privately for it. I have done with them, and should not
bare given this explunation except for the suke of your renders at a
distance.

It is rat)er amusing for me to have been accused of prejudice
aguinst the Irish, considering that during a professional life of more
than a quarter of a century, I have attended them wnd been popular
among them. T am one of the very few Englishmen who have always
been in favor of the National Independence of [reland, and have in-
yariably argued—often againet Irishmen themselves—that we obtained
dominien in [reland by frand and violence, and that we ought to let
her separute entirely from England. I gs farther thanm the repealers
or the Home Rule,

To avoid any possibility of doubt, it may be better to state that
the advertisement I hase gquoted was the only ona ever inserted about
servants, and that those containing the words *“ No Irish need apply,”
were put in by scme desigming person, with the object of Taising a
feeling amongst the Irish ngainst Mre Bakewell and myself. They
have pot frightened me, but they have succeeded iu so frightening lLer,
that ghe s afraid to go to Chareh or into the town.
Trusting that you will, in common fairness, insert this explana-
tion.

I am, 8ir,
Your obedient servant,

R. H. BazgweLr, \.D,
Privces Street, Dunedin, January 16, 1874,

NEWS BY THE MAIL.

Froat our exchanges to hand we compile the following :—
IRELAND,

During the month of November numerous Ifome Rule and
amnesty meetings took place not only in Ireland, but in England ; all
were distinguished for the large attendauces gt tliem, and the enthu-
sissm displayed. Speeches to coustituents were delivered by Meassrs
Butt and Mitchell Henry, two out of (he ouly four Trish M.P%s, who
Luve adopted the practice of giviug an account of theie stewardship.

Jolim Mitchel’s brilliant articles in reply to Froude, and his
bittory of the rite and decline of the ™ Repeal” ngitation under

O'Conniell, and of England's *“'Famine poliey ” in Treland, in 1845
*47, and ' 48, (written under the title of  The Last Conquest of Treland
‘(Perhaps) ™, have just been published,

** The .indiscrest article in Mr Glndstone’s London organ (the
** Telegraph '), the other .day—chuckling in anticipation over the
‘wasting disputations and *Irish rows * zbout *the meaning of Home
Rule,’ which were to brenk up the fortheoming Conference—has dis-
‘closed the game of the enemy, But they reckon without their host.
The Conference is summoned on a basis which precludes that chanse
of mischiercous or malevolent attempt; a course the wisdom of which
some persons did not at first recognize, but which will now become
more apparent.”’—* The Nation.

Mr Butt has appeared before his constituents in Limerick, and
given an aceount of hie Parlinmentary action during the last seasion.
'The honorable and learned gentleman ably enunciated and proved that
the Imperial Parlisment was altogether unable to legislate for Ireland.
He declared that the Government hind refused to liborate the political

vigoners, in open disregard of their avowed intention to do so when

¢ country was tranguil, although when thay were asked to do o
everywhere in 1reland the judges were congratulating the juries on the
elmost total nbsence of crime. Referving to the mbortive University
‘Scheme, he again professed his duvotion tothe denominational system,
ofter which he .complained of the want of completeness in the Land
Act in fajling to recure the tenant againet wanton eviction. e again
criticised the recent article in the  Times, and awoke loud applause by
stating that his Grace the Archbishop of Tuam had rigned the Home
Rule Reguisitien.

Mr Mitchell Henry Jias received a hearty welcome from the
people of the archiepiscopal city, whom he addressed on Home Rule
and other subjects conmected with his representation of Galway. The
chait waa taken by Mr @annon, J. P., and many of the clergy of 8¢,
Jarlath’s were present. On the motion of the Yery Rer, Ulick
Bourke a most gratifying resolution of confidence and approbation of
Mr Henry's conduct was passed unanimously,

The * Gentry " and Homs Rulo.—Now that the English “organs
of public opinion” have criticised the speech given by Mr Butt at
Limerick, it may be worth while to consider in what Hght the oracles
regard it. First, in the list, as ita malignity deserves, is the ‘Btandard,’
which finds cause for gratulation and encouragement in the fuct that
the *gentry”—the Cromwellian “ gentry™ whose ancestors never
took their.crests and mottoes from the veeations they -exercised when
first they landed in Ireland, as the great dearth of Arumsticks in their
escutcheons show—* hold aloof from ” signing the Home Rule requi-
tion. These folk, whom the Irish Lave hitherto known ns shoneens,
the * Standard ' calls the “ natural lenders of the people,” but if our
Tory contemperary believes that their abstention will preve fatal to
Home Rule, we wish it joy of the delusion.

The *Telegraph’ attempts to answer Mr Datt’s speech, but it
does eo illogieally and shrinkingly that ite space might have been better
employed, or a better hand set about the job. Among the other
papers the “ Globe® tries to make Mr Butt a fool; its success is, to
sy the least, very doubtful. The ¢ Hour’ wisely—from an English
Coneervative standpoint-—takes the *Times’ to task for its recent
encouragement of the Nationalists, a half-promise of which, it says,
Mr Butt was by no meane unwilling to sccept,

‘Was the recent remarkable article on the amnesty agitation in the
‘ Timen, following eloee at the hecls of tke Blxckheath demonstration,
an inepired * feeler "~-the preliminary note of an mnnomncement of
ministerial abandonment of 4 false position ? Noting the mitigated
trueulence of the article in question, the * Cork Examiner’ says (—** I
states the acousations of ill-treatment of the Feninn prisoners have heen
dieproved. This is untrue. No doubt, someofthem were vxaggoratod.
But deapite the disndvantagea under whish the enguivies were held, it
was clearly established at all events that O'Donovan Rossn was treaed
with ehocking an1 exceptional hardship. Notwithstanding the ncquit-
18l referred to by the three judges, there can be no doubt thabt Mr
Reddin was dealt with in a manner wantonly and unnecessarily severe.
The * Times’ writes for the world, It is endenvoring to relieve Enpg-
Jand from the odiwmn of keeping up a sort of Siberia for Treland: DBab
no amount of leader writing cau get rid of the fact that an sbortive

insurrection, which avose out of a discontent admitiedly well-founded,
{ has been foilowed by fierce and vindietive punishment, and that in the
| heart of England at this moment there are groaning in convict prisons
{ o number of men whose lendng offence was & mistaken love of &
wrenged and oppressed country.
My Fim, one of the members for Dublin, has refused to sign the
{ Home Rule requisition ; bat he has written a letter, in which he anys
| the movement 12 not to be ridiculed, and statesmen must deal with the
, complaint that Iiish affuirs are meglected in the Iinperial Parliament,
] Tt has been suggested that the Irishmen throughout the world
b gheuld subscribe from £20,000 to £30,000, as a testimouial to AMr
: Isanc Butt.
! The Home Rule movoment is looking up, even from an Eaglish
Jjournalistic point of view, Not many wecks ugo it was treated a5 an
, sgitation eountenunced by a small seetion of the uninfluentisl and
 reckless portion of the people of Ireland and s utterly unworthy of
eeiious attention, and even members of parliument wished to make it
| pppear that they never even heard of it and knew nothing of its
| objecte.  Yel, loand and behold ! the journalists to whom we refer
have since then come to fully acknowledge the impartunce and signifi-
{ cance of the movement and to ask themsclves and their readers what's
| to be done. Even the “Great Thunderer™ itself is oblized to descend
from its high mightiness to notice the movement and positively patron-
izeit. Ilear,ye Home Rulers throughout the United Kingdom, aad
in Ireland most particalarly, what the ¢ Times' says and thinks of
your mevement :—" If the demand for Hone Rule proves really to
be the demand of the Irish people we shall be compelted sariously
to consider in what way it may be yielded to them witu least mischief,
and to devise the various checks aund safeguards on which it would be
negessory to insist.”
Thie, says the *Londou Universe, is reslly wonderlul! It is
poeitively on admission frem the highest seurce of English publie




