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—
Invenientis infantem positpm inpe^:3epio.

The evangelicalPrhnogenitum it, then,in itself alone,a demonstration.
Itsupposes an entireorder of doctrines and facts, which could only be
familiar toa contemporary author;it implies a social state,constitu-
tion, laws, customs, an acquaintance with which might possibly have
been acquired subsequently,— since by retrospectives'Udies we know
them to-day,— but whichnforeign writer v/ould never have thought
of recalling, in a circumstance where the use of this word— Prifoogeni-
tus

—
might seem not only superfluous, but further, evidently danger-

ous, by the improper interpretation that might be given to if. The
Evangelists were not moved by any preoccupation of this sort; they
registered a fnct,precisely in the manner, and under the existingcon-
ditions in which ithadbeen brought about. Nothing more,nothing
less;anda very little reflectionon this subject will convince one that
thii method of proceedinggives to their worda characterof authenticity
truly incontes:a' l", The continuation of the nurativeof St. Luke
furnishes a new proof of the samekind. Havin» given birth toher
first-born son,"Mary wrappedhim in swaddling clothes,and laid him
in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inu."
Transport the scene to any centre other than Judea, and the East in
general;these indications,so precisely noted,lose their meaning, and
will appear incoherent. Our expression," inn,"

—
thenearest term to

t-hat usedby theEvangelist— is yet fur from conveying anexact trans-
lation of the ward-; and the idea itpresents to the mind is completely
foreign to the historical reality. There was'nosuch thing as an "inn"
according toour senseof tke word, eitheratBethlehem or inanyother
part of Palestine. Evenivour day, the scant establishments of this
kind, to be met with, ore European importations;and the natives
do not frequent them. Hospitality, aruon<i the Jews, continued to be
held sicred ineach family. The houses of therich hadan apartment
destined "for the reception of guests;the poor man's roof, or the tent
of the shepherd, was alike generously ehired with the stranger who
presentedhimself. As in the time of Abraham, the custom still pre-
vailed ofwashing the feetof the-traveller. Butat the entrance of each.
6mnll village,a shed was erectert for the men and merchandise of those
caravans wkich were eitbtJr not abiding there, or else were too numer-
ous tohave recourse to privatehospitality. This is precisely what St.
Lukemea s by the Greek term,Kataluma, (place where burdens are
unloaded.) There, each traveller had to provide, as ho thought
proper, for his own wants. Beside the caravansary— for this oriental
terra suits better with the customs of the East— the animals had the" Praesepium," where they rested, and took the f,od distributed by
their masters. These preliminary noteswill enable us tounderstand
perfectly the ensemble andeach detail of the Gospelnarrative. Joseph
and llary arriv"late in the evening, at 'heir journey'd end. BethI-
lehem is filled with the crowd who resort thither to bo enrolled ;6O
true i= it that the family of David — one of the moit numerousand
moft important of Judea

—
was not extinct ! ATI tlie houses in the

town are filled,and in proof of this, the caravansaryitself is encum-
bered. The illustrious rratellers retire to the

"Praesepium," a
temponry shelter, which they share in very truth, with the auinuI.*.1.*.
There, Jesus Christ, theSon of God

—
'he Word made Flesh— is born

into the world;and the Angel, the first Evangelist of these good-
tidings, says to the Shepherds:— "Behold the si^n by which you
shall know the Sjviour, the Christ, who this day is born to you:you
shall find the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a
manger." This Mgn,according to ourmodern notions would be hope-
lessly vague. Where find, in the middle of the uigh*-, in oneof our
villages, tho house which contained the blessed manner? But the
shepherdsknow well what the "Praesepium" ©f Bethlehem moans.
They kuow itby experience,it is thero liiey go tnemselvc, m caao of
need, to shelter their flocks. So they do n>t hesitate for am mient;
they hasten to the spot;they find

"
Llary, Joseph, and the Infant,

lying in the ciib." The sign indicated by the Angel is for them as
precise a token,asit would be vague in one of our modern towns.
The shelter ninthexceptional circumstances had forced on the Holy
family, was, we say, temporary. In ellect, whoa the migi come to
adore the Sou ofGod, they will no longer find him in the "Praese-
pium" which Josephand Mary hadquitted to take up their abodein
a house of Bethlehem. "And entering into tho house," e-iys tke
Gospel, "they found the child with Mary his mother." "Here,"
adds St. Epiphanius, "thereiino longer questionof the "JPraesepium,"
nov of the cave,but of the hospitab'e dwelling, which hadsujceeded
the temporary shelter."1.

(1.) St:Epiphane, Adverb,haeres.LI.Patrol gr.\ze,torn. XLI.
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the schools. The Church andher Ministers were,by the wellknown
law ofPulpit Abuse (Lex Lutziana,or § 130a)amenable topunishment
for the free proclamationof the Gospel. The prosecutions,invirtue
of this law weresoon toonumerous tobo counted;they rained dowa
upon thehead of the poor Clergy. At thepresent time many a score
of priests are inprisonfor"80 called seditious preaching, andof course
whenset at liberty they will be welcomed home by their flocks. It
may wellbe imagined that inconsequence of this arbitrarydespotism,
the Catholics,even of the betterclasses,are kept ina state of continual
excitement, andareafflictedwith -troubles that are becoming allbut
unbearable. Wherever there is a distinguished and therefore~an in-
fluential priest, a telling andpopular speaker, an apostolicpreacher,
there secret agentsof thepolice aresentnt capianteiinim sormone, that
they may catch him in his speech. Itis not a matter of any difficulty
topickout a proposition which may be construed into bearing amis-
chievous meaning:the accusers are the witnesses also for the prosecu-
tion;and thejadge, inspired from above, knows to whatdecision he
must come. The victim is hurietl off to "durance vile,"'under lock
andkey, while the peopleare for the time a guide thepoorer, but in
possessionof a grievance aud the objectjof aninjustice which they will
uot casil/ forgive.

why theFreemasons did not press anymeasures against them. Itis
noticeable that when, in the year1868,Professor Gneist,GrandMaster
of the Lodges, and leader of the party of progress, hadgotready a
bill tobe presentedto theDiet,for thepersecutionof Religious Orders,
a hint was enough and the bill was suppressed. The time for it had
notyet come.

Still,in the fouryears thatintervened,Bismarck contrivedto render
great service, invariousplaces, to the cause ofdecaiholistizing Europe.
The Spanish revolution of1868 was ejected with Prussiangold:the
creation of Bismarck's brain,it -was-carried into executionby a trio of
Freemasons, Prim

—
Serrano

—
Topete. Poor Isabella11.had for some

time held,nbminally,at least, thereins ofgovernment;but she wasa
Catholic, andhadeven gone so far as to offer theHoly Father the aid
of20,000men incase of anassault upon Borne. Accordingly she was
to be set aside in the interests of the secret conspiracy against the
Church. Bismarck lent his aid to the deposition ofthe Queen. Tfie
"Catholic ournals were inthe right when, asearly as theautumnof1868,
they maintained that the strings oftherevolutioninMadrid werebeing
pulled in Berlin. But peoplewere incredulous,and little notice of the
saying was takenat Ihe lime. When however aHohenzollern laid
claim to the throne of Ferdinand the Catholic, a light was thrown on
the events that has just taken place, aud every eye was directed to (he
now imminently impending Franco-Prussian war. The thread of the
plothadbeen lost, and the world had ceased to connect cause and
effect. The Catholics of Germany were completely hoodwinked

—
to

such anextent indeed, that it was dangerous even in thebest-meaning
circles tobetray any want of confidence inBismarck and his Govern-
ment. Men hadbecome so used to blind trust in the revival of the
■basepolicy of theLower Greek Empire, that we cannot wonder how
Cfitholic soldierscould throw thempelves intothe fight withapatriotism
no less ardent than that of their Protestant Companions in arms.TBvenwhen, onSeptember 20th 1870, VictorEmmanuel laid his sacrilegious
handson thePatrimony of the Church, the Catholics of Geimanj'
lookedon with apparent indifference. -T-hose who were at the time full
ofinterest in the fate ofRome felt shocked at the scandalous apathy

misplaced confidence of those who had returned home from
Northern Italy;but they consoled themselves with the hope that

"
as

soon as the accursed French rascals were got rid of, our'King would
-help thePope." But those who were more'far-sighted■foreboded the
"outbreak of a dreadful persecution, and were of opinion that the
sooner itbroke out the'better. Doubt could no longer be entertained
thatBismarck had, withservile cunning, first maie and then thrown
outhis nets to bring, at theproper time and with true Prussian bare-

"faoedness, the unsuspecting Wishes within the power of the Masonic
Empire. Evenenlightened Princes of the Church put their trust in
this ally of the Secret Societies, As soon as the first flashes hadleft
theheavily chargedreligious thunder-cloud, oneof themost honorableof our Catholic noblemen declared in an assembly of bravesons of the
Church, that in mattersconnected with the faithhe stoodunreservedly
by the infallible Pope,butin politicalmattersby the infallible Emperor.
And it is this infallible Emperor, or rather Ishould say his firstMinister, whom such persons are helping and must help toadvance
modernpaganism, and to drive the Church of Christ down into the
"Catacombs, of which the breathing vents are to be closed, that so the
hated flock may die ofsuffocation. Thus willbe workedout the con-
summation so devoutly wished, as one of fiepoets of the Sect sin<»s
in verse :—:

— "
Humanity shall freshandbeatiteous rise

From national decayand from thedeath
Religionbringsinits train."— Herkwegii,

Yes, thereal questionis that of the finalvictory of atheistic humanityover the Crow and over every form of positive religion. At this price
ha9Prussia become what we now see her; and she must increaseand
wax etiilmoremighty, in order that before the monster Empire of
Central Europe,everyother Power,whether 'in the heavens above or
en the earth below, maybe obliged tohold its peace.
Ioftencall to mind how, towards the end of the Franco-Prussian

war, when everyday fresh reports reached us of new victories gained,
a Catholic Countess broke out, at ahighly aristocratic table.in North'
Germany, into the following words :"In every additional victory of
ours over theFrench,Isuspect an additional danger for the Church."
The lady wa< light. The subjection of France iuvolvednothing less
than the annihilation of the last of the Catholic powers. For France
ha3at all times, and especially in her outward action, been a Catholic
Power. Napoleon the Third himself was forced into asemblance of
Catholic policy;it was the sole means of makinghimself and his de-
cayed and effeteCacsarism possible inour age. No sooner was France
humbled to the dust after the catastrophe of Sedan than thePied-
tmontese cannonthundered outside the walls ofRome. This, however,
was but the firstinstalment paid to the Freemasons. But as soon asFrance lay prostrateand powerless,a tabula rasa was made of all theCathoHc powers ofEurope, and it was time to pay the full salary ofBiomarck's secret allies. Amidst the shouts of military triumph could
be heard the shrieks of the Sect exulting at the downfallofRomanismand the supremacy of Germatisti'— expressions significative of a reli-
giousrather than a politicalmeaniug. These birds of night screamed
against Internationalistsinblack coat?, against the ambition of aPope
who was inprison, against the political danger annexed toPapal in-fallibility. Itwasnot a little remarkable that the most rabid agitators
werenotoriousFreemasons.* Imaymention some leadersofthe Sect,Gneist andBluntchli. Immediately after the year1850 theParis andBrussels GrandLodge set on foot another measure,the removal of theschools from the jurisdiction of the Church. This indeed waaone ofthe earliest indications of the Empire having become Masonic.Henceforth the State alone and singly was to have superintendenceof

* The EnglishFreemasons, weare toldhere are verytolerant,but on the conti-nent theSect distinguishthemselvesbj theirburninghatredof all positivereligion
Irecommend yourreaders to make acquaintance with a little work, the titfe of"which ia

'
TheSilent War of the Freemaaous against the ThroneundAltar foundedon Documents.'

"
Der Stillo Kriegder freumauerei gegeu Thron and Altar ausjDokuwcnton." Freiburg: Herder. 1573.
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