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why the Freemasons did not press any mensures against them. Tt ia
noticeable that when, in the year 1868, Professor Gneist, Grand Mnster
of the Lodges, and leader of the party of progress, had got ready a
bill 10 be presented to the Diet, for the persecution of Religions Orders,
a hint was enough and the bill was suppressed. The time for it had
not yet come.
8till, in the four years that intervened, Bismarek contrived to render
great service, in various places, to the cause of decatholizizing Europe,
The Spanish revolution of 1868 was effe¢ted with Pruesian gold : the
ereation of Bismarck’s brain, it-was carried into execution by a trio of
Freemasons, Prim—=8errana—Topete. Poor Teabella II. had for some
time held, nomi ndlly, at leaét, the reins of government ; but she wasa
Catholic, and liad even gone so far as to offer the Holy Father the aid
of 20,000 men in case of an nesanlt upon Rome. Accordingly she was
to be set aside in the interests of the secret conspiracy ngainst the
Church. Bismarck lent his aid to the depcsition of the Queen. THia
*Catholic ournale were in the right when, as early as the autumn of 1868,
they maintained that the strings of the revolution in Madrid were being
pulled in Berlin. But people were incredulous, and little notice of the
saying was taken at the iime. When however & Hohenzollern lmd
claim to the throne of Ferdinand the Catholic, a light was thrown on
the events that has just tuken place, and cvery eye was directed to the
now imminently impending Franco-Prussian war. The thread of the
plot had been lost, and the world had ceased to connect cause and
effect. The Catholics of Germany were completely hoodwinked—i0
such an extent indeed, that it was dangerous even in the best-meaning
eircles to betray any want of confidence in Bismarck and his Govern-
ment. Men had become 50 used to blind trust in the revival of the
“base policy of the Lower Greek Empire, that we cannot wonder how
Cetholic eoldiers conld throw themeelves into the fight with a potriotisin
no less ardent than that of their Protestant Companions in nrms. Even
when, on September 20th 1870, Victor Emmanuel laid his sacrilegious
hande on the Patrimony of the Church, the Catholies of Germany
looked on with apparent indifference. Those who were at the time full
of interest in the fate of Romo felt shocked at the scandalous apathy
and misplaced sonfidence of those who had returned home from
Northern Italy ; but they consoled thernselves with the hope that  as
soon a6 the accursed French rascals were got nd of, our King would
delp the Pope.”  But those who were more 'fur-sighted forchoded the
-ontbreak of & dreadful persecution, and were of opinion that the
sooner it broke ont the'better. Poubt eould no longer be entertained
that Bismarck had, with setvile cunning, first made and then thrown
out his nets to bring, at the proper time and with true Prussian bare-
‘facedness, the unsuspecting fishes within the power of the Masonic
Empire, Even enlightened Princes of the Church put their trust in
this ally of the Becret Socicties, As soon as the first flashes had left
the heavily charged religions thander-cloud, ene of the most honorable
of our Catholic poblemen declared in an assemably of brave sons of the
Church, that in matters conrected with the faith he stood unreservedly
by the infullible Pope, butin political matters by the infaliible Emperor.
And it is this infallible Emperor, or rather I should say his firat
Minijster, whom such persons are helping and musé help to advance
modern peganism, and to drive the Church of Christ down into the
Catacombs, of wlhich the breathing vents are to be closed, that so the
hated floek may die of suffreation, Thus will be worked out the con-
summation so devoutly wished, as one of the poets of the Sect sings
4n verse i—
‘ Humanity shall fresh and beaunteous risg
From nations! decay and froma the death
Religion brings in its train.” —IIERRWEGH,
Yes, the real question is that of the finul victory of atheistic humanity
cvet the Cross and over every form of positive religion. At this price
bas Prussia becomoe what we now see lier; and she muat imereage and
wax etill more orighty, in order that before the monster Empire of
Central Europe, every other Power, whether 4n the heavers above or
en the earth below, may be obliged to held its peace.
T often call to mind how, towards the end of the Franco-Prussian
war, when every day fresh reports veached us of new victories gained,
a Catholic Countese broke out, at a highly aristoeratic table in North
Germany, into the following words: * In every additional victory of
otirs over the French, I suspeet an additional danger for the Churgh,”
The lady was 1ight, The suljection of France iuvolved nothing less
than the annihilation of the last of the Catholic powers. For France
has at al times, and especially in her outward action, been a Catholie
FPower. Napoleon the Third himself was forced into nsemblance of
Catholic policy ; it was the sole means of maling Limself and his de-
cayed and effete Cosarism possible in our age. No zooner was France
Liumbled to the dust after the catastrophe of Sedan than the Pied-
wnontese cannon thundered outside the wulls of Rome. 'This, hawerver,
was but the first instalment paid to the Freemasons. But as soon as
Trance lay prostrate and powerless, 8 fabule rase was made of ull the
Catho’ic powers of Europe, and it was time to poy the full salary of
Biomarck's seeret allies,  Amidst the shouts of military triumph eonld
bo heard the shricks of the Sect exulling at the dewnfill of Romanismn
and the supremacy of (Rermarisn—expressions significative of a reli-
gioua rather than a political meaniug. These birds of wight scveamed
against Internationalists in black coate, against the smbition of a Pape
whe was in prison, against the political dangor ammezed to Papal in-
fallibility, It was not a little remarkable that the most rabid agitators
were notorious Freemasons.* T may mention some leaders of the Sect,
Gneist and Bluntchli. Immediately after the year 1850 the Paris and
Brussels Grand Lodge set on foot another measure, the removal of the
achools from the jurl.diction of the Church. This indeed was one of
the ecarliest mdicattons of the Xmpire hoving become Musonic.
Henceforth the State alone and singly was to have saperintendence of

* The English Freemasons, weare told here are very tolerant, but on the ernti-
nent the Bect distinguish themeelves by their burmng hatved of all positive raligion,
I recommend your readers to make acquaintanco with a little work, the tatle of
‘which i3 *The Silent War of the Fresmusous against the Throne und Altur, founded
on PDocamenta,”  *¢ Der Btille Kifep der freumsuerel gegen Thron and .:‘;ltar aks
Dodumenten.” Freiburg: Herder, 1873, ’

the schools. The Church and her Ministers were, by the well known
law of Pulpit Abuse (Lex Lutzians, or § 130a) amenable to punishment
for the free proclamation of the (Gospel. The prosecutions, in virtue
of this law were soon foo numerous to bo counted ; they rained down
upon the head of the'poor Clergy. At the present time many & score
of priests are in prizon for-o called seditions preaching, and of course
when set at liberty they will be welcomed home by their flocks. It
may well he imagined that in consequence of this arbitrary desp2tism,
the Catholics, even of the better classes, are kept in a state of continual
excitement, and are aflicted with 4roublea that are becoming all but
unbearable. Wherever there is a distinguished and thereforean in.
fluential priest, s telling and popular speaker, en apostolic preacher,
there secret agents of the police are sent ut capiant eun i s2rmone, that
they may cateh him in his specch. It ie not o matter of any diffieulty
to pick out a proposition which may ve construed into bearing a mia-
chievous meaning : the aceusera are the witnesses also for the prosscu-
tion ; and the juadge, inspired from atove, knows to what decision he
muet come, The vietim is -hu-ried off to “ durance vile,” under lsck
and key, while the people are for the time a gnide the poorer, but in
possession of o grievance and the ohjeets of an injustice which they will
not casily forgive.
(7o be continued in our next).
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5.—IXVvEXIENTIS INFANTEM POSITOM IN PREEPIO,
ToE evangelical Primogenitum is, thon, in itself alone, a demonstration.
It supposes an entire order of doctrines and facts, which could ouly be
famnihiar to & contemporary avthor; it implies a social state, eonstitu-
tion, laws, customs, an noguaintanece with which might possibly have
been acquived subsequently,—since by retroapective s'tdies we know
them to-dsy,~—but which n foreign writer would never have thought
of recatling, in a eircumstance where the use of this word— Primogeni-
tug—might seem not only superfucus, but further, evidently dunger-
ous, by the improper interpretation that might be given toir. The
Evangelista were not moved by any preoccupation of this sort; they
registered a fuct, precisely in the mauner, and under the existing con-
ditions in which it had been brought about. Nothing more, nothing
lese 5 and a very littie reflection on this subjeet will convines one that
this method of proceeding gives to their word a character of authenticity
truly incontes:a'lr, The continuation of the nurative of ¥t. Luke
furnishes o uew proof of the smmne kind, Having given birth to her
first-bora sen, ** Mury wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him
in o nanger, berause there was no room for them in the inu.”
Fransport the scene to any ceutre other than Judes, and the East in
generul ; these indicutions, 80 precisely noted, lose their meaning, and
will appear incohierent. Our expression, * inn,"—the nearest term to
that used by the Evangelist—is yet far from conveying an exact trans-
lation of the werd.; and the idea it presents to the mind is completely
foreign to the historical reality. There was no such thing as an “inn”
according to our sense of tho word, either ut Bethlehem or in any other
part of Pulestine. Even in our day, the scant establishineats of this
kind, to be met with, are European importations; and the natives
do not frequent them., Hospirality, among the Jews, continued to be
held s1cved in each fumily, The heuses of the mch had an sparbment
destined for the reception of guests; the poor man’s roof, or the tent
of the shepherd, was alike generously shired with the stranger who
presented himself, As in the time of Abraham, the cnstom still pre-
vailed of washing the fect-of 1he travellor, Butat the entrance of cach
small villuge, a shed was erected for the men and merchandise of those
caravans which were either not abiding there, or clse were too numer-
ous to have rocourse to private hospitality, This is precisely what 3t.
Luke mea 8 by the Greek term, Kufalume, (place where burdeus are
unloaded.) There, each traveller had to provide, as he thoaght
proper, for his own wanta, Busile the enravansary—/or this orviental
term swits better with the customs of the Eust—the animals had the
* Praesepium,” where they rested, and took the f.od distributed by
their masters. These preliminary notes will enable us to underatand
perfeetly the ensemble end each doetail of the Glospel narrative. Joseph
and Mury arviv- late in the eveniug, at ‘heir jouraey’s cnd. DBethe
lehiem is filled with the erowd who resort thither to bo earolled ; so
true is it that the family of Davil —one of the most numerons and
most unportant of Juden—was not cxtinet!  Afl the houses in the
town are filled, and in proof of this, the curavansary itself s encum-
bered.  The illustrious travellers retive to the ** Praesspiem,” a
temporary shelter, which they share in very truth, with the auinals.
There, Jesus Christ. the Son of Ged—the Woerd made Flesh—is born
into the world ; and the Angel, the first Evangelist of these good-
tidings, says to the Shepherds:—* Behold the sign by which you
shall know the Saviour, the Christ, who this duay is born to you: yor
shall find the dufunt wrapped in swaddiing clotlies, and laid m »
munger.”  This vign, Becording to onr medern notions, would be hope-
lessly vague.  Where find, fn the middle of the anight, in one nf cur
villages, the house which contained (he blessed mancer? Dot the
shiepherds know well what the  Praesepium ™ of Bethlelem moans.
They kuow it by experience, it is there they go tuemsclver, 1 case of
need, to shelter their flucks. 8o they do nyt hesitare for & moment g
they hasten ta the spot; they find © blary, Joseph, and the Infant,
iying in the @b’ The eign indicated by the Angel is for them as
precize n 1oken, as it would be vague in one of dur modern towns,
The shelter which exoeptional circuw:tances had forced on the Holy
fumily, was, we say, temnporary. In effect, when the mgi come to
adore the Sou of God, they will no longer find him in the © Proese-
pium,” which Josephk and Mary had quitted to take up their abode in
a house of Bethlehem. “And catering into the house,” says the
Gospel, “ they found the ciuld with Mary his moiber”” * ilere,”
adds St. Epiphanius, *“ihere I+ no longer question of the “Pracsepinm,”
nor of the eave, but of the hospitab'e dwelling, which had succeoded
the temporary eheiter.” 1.

(1.) 8t Epiphane, Advers, haores, L1, Patrol graze, tom, XL,




