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At Madrid intelligence has b«en received from Manilla that a

Spanish man-of-war had captured two German merchantmen ladenvfitb 2,000 rifles destinedfor the piratesofPolo— a circumstance whichhas caused some sensation in the- Spanish capital on account of theprojectsrespecting thePhilippine Islands whichhave been attributed
to the German Governmentby the SpanishPress.

KFSSIA. .A St. Petersburgletter,dated October sth, states :--The Protes.taut clergy of Kuseia havealready made commoncauee with the<schismand the Old Catholics; and an alliance, insincere, but prompted byItatred towards Koine,seems-toshow that these clergy will take apro-
imnent part in thenext Protestantsynod. A few days ago, Lipinski,the CalvinistSv*perh>tendent-General of Vilna, arrivedat St. Peters-burg, and had tnony colloquieswith the chiefs of the Russian clergy.A project is mentioned of a union of all the anti-Catholic sects, to,
assail the Holy See;and with this view there are appearances of anew Congress of Old Catholics."*

Courland.
—

The Noblesse ofCourland arepronouncing withdecisionfor the Pope, and against Bismarck. It is a striking fact, thatthoughthere are vipers and scorpions in this world, there are also
noblesouls, who, by invisible yet real links of union, belong to theChurch, and therefore belongto the Pope,let theEmperor William.I.
Bay and do whathepleases. His recent pretensionstobe a theologianform a singular appendage to his reputation as a conqueror andareformer.

MALTA.'A-welcome,pieceof intelligence- comes fromBorne concerning the-British garrison stationed at Malta. Canon Taggiasco has presentedagold pen to thePope,sent to his Holiness by the Catholic soldiersamongtie garrison of Malta. In an address accompanying the giftthe donors express thehope that thePope may soon, be able' to an-nounce with it the triumph ofthe Church.
THE PERSECUTION IN PRUSSIA EXPLAINED

(Geemaic Coebespondeht of the
'
London Tablet.1)

myßtebittm iniquitatis.
You are not expectingme to furnish you witha detailed account ofthe latest measures taken with reference to the Churchin Germany.Your readers -will have become familiar with them from what hasbeen
publishedin thenewspapers. Itwill be my object in this «ommuni-
cation tocoll your attention to the prime mover of the inconceivablepersecutionnowraging, and tolay bare beforeyour eyes thereal springsby which the Imperial machinery is set afc-work.

We Germans havebeen asking ourselveseversince the terminationof the w ar which was so fatal to Fiance and to the CatholicChurch,liow it has come to pass that at a moment of unusualawakening ofpatriotic feeling,aa well asof unmistakable need ofinternalharmony^anopportunity has been seized ofintroducing confusion intoanation thatlias so lately secured union, and of alienating the minds of at leastfifteen millions of loyal Catholic subjects. This wondrous andmysterious politicalfauxpas ofBsmarck is indeed an enigma,andallthemore sobecause when lie wasentering uponhis 60th yearhe said
out asplainly aa words can speak : "

Iam no longer a young man,but were the theories of the enemies of the Church to gain the'ascendant,Ishouldbe glad that mylife wereprolongeduntil the'ship
offools,' freightednith modern theorists, was dashed topiecesupon
the rock of the Church." Yst this is the veryman, whohas ended bymaking himself the wildest champion of the most extravagantmoderntheories. This is the man whose great politicalability no°one can callin question, thathas thrown the fearful torchof discord—

a discord ofcreeds
—

into the fabric ofGerman unity whichhas just been completed.
This is the mau who used to acknowledge thatCataolics were the mostloyalofsubjects, who even complimented themupon the fact, and nowmakes a war of exteimination upon the Church, havingno other
excuse than (lie miserable one of its fancied opposition to the State
Aud all this ara time when at any given moment he may take it intohis head to invoheus in anew war! Howthenis thisliddle tobe solved?Let me try to throw some light upon this "

mystery of iniquity "
through the nudiums of some facts which partly came to my knowsledge as early as.December IbTO, ata time, that is-, when we Catholic-in Germany weie building our hopes upon Prussia, withmore confixdence as the squel shows, than wisdom.

jN'o soonerhad the quondam Pomeranian Baron Bismarck whofilled annibi<>n:fieant post in the Federal Diet ofFrankfort, set sailuponIns diplomatic career, then the Baron 7on Linde recognized inihepoor county gentleman the clilTon which the ancient and historicGerman Constitution was tobe stranded at no very distant period.Biiinurtk attempted no concealment about his enthusiasm forPiussimi supremacy in Germany ;his d.uing character urging himever en to new designs, in which the downfall oi Austriaand the°union
ofGermany under Piussian mle played an important part. Scarcely
had he been placed at the headof the Ministry, when he pushed thatnylitary despotism, nuclei- which thepeople had already winced to itslast extremity, liis project was rejected by the Chambers yearafteryear,but this did l.ot prtvent him from levying the tuxes on his ownrespomilnlity. ISraMiig the national discontent, the term of threeyears niintaiyseniec was enforced by law,and he proceeded to erect anumber of new and costly L-arracLs, all of which were placed, so tospeak,ou a war looting. The Prussian army was not only to be'equal
i« magnitude and ciliciencj' to that of Austria, bub was to bo its
superior in lhco»y and practice. Scarce was the Schleswig-llolstein
vnir— in whieli the Austnans fought with mornvalour and success thanthe Prussians— brought to a close, than a rupture threatenedbetweenthe two great German powers. The impending quarrel, thanks to thetreaty oi Gnstein, was ior themomenta\erted;Prussia was seen to be
too weak to compote single-Landed with the Austrian Empire: it wasforced to stieiigthcn itseli by union with another power, anditeffected
v union With July bound haaid and foot to the Freemasons. This
alliance betv.tvnBismarck nnd theLodges took placein the birlna of
!gISG. b
Iam well »v arc that gome ascribe the date of this secret treaty to

an earlier epoch.,miaidy, to the \ery commencement of the above

named year (the MondeJanuary 29 30, 1872);nnd a foundation forthis view is offered in the proclamation issued by the ChiefLod»e ofBerlin,in whichdocument the "Brothers" were invited to put them-selves in communication with the Government at the very time whenthepolitical conflict wasatits-height. ButIthink thatthis foundatidnis moreapparentthanreal. For the tempest raised by the smaller
Lodges against thoproclamation wasso terrible that the ChiefLodge
wasobliged to withdraw it;while, on the other hand, the party of
progress,under the directionof themost notorious of theFreemawns,
went to euch lengths in their attacks upon thePrussian Premier that
no one couldpossibly have suspected the existence of a secret under-standing betweenhimself and th« Sect. And further, the PrussianMinister put forward on every occasion, with such prominence,hisChristianand mediaevalConservative principles that moderuLiberal-ism andits Masonic organizationcouldscarcely hare thought ofabondofunion between itself and theman of vihomitstood in'dread.Buthigher than Christianity, higher than sound political govern-mentandG-ermany,in the estimationofthecountry Pomeraniansquirt,stood the elevationof Prussia. To this idea he was ready tosacrificeany andeverything. The hour of this sacrißce struckin theearly part
of1866, when the war with Austria hadbeenplannedout. From thistimea complete transformation took place in theprinciples ofPrussian
statesmanship. Let me explainmy meaning.

The Chiistian portion of thePrussian peoplewere thoroughly op-posed to a war with their brothersof Austria j including Catholics,
Lutherans of the Old School, Conservatives, such members of tLfcEvangelicalEstablished Church as held to a»y positive doctrine, the"

Junker
" school, and even all those upon whom the mighty man who

held thehelm hadbeen- accustomed to lean. But-thepeople, with »he
exceptionofthe scum floating on the surfaceof the seething capital,
would hear nothing of an unjustifiable attack upon pence-loving
Austria ;indeed here and there- a"menooing attitude was assumed
towards the war. The danger was noslight one that theLandwehr,if
called out, wouldrefuse to fight against the Austrains. Now ib would
not have suited the pur-pose of the war-loving Premier to oppose the
popular feeling:this would haveentailed theloss,not only to his war*plan, but evenofhis ownpersonalreputation;and to levy theincometaxindependently of,nay inopposition to, the vot» oftheDiet, (from
which for three long yearshe had metwith somuch opposition) wouldhavebeen a breachof the Constitution. In thisquandary he graspedgreedily at the only available support; healliedhimself with theFree-
masons. Immediately they placed at his disposalmany trustworthymembers, scattered over various portions of Germany, and furtherthrew into the scale thewholeweight of theirmoral influence,bymeansof which he was to be enabled to execute his plan ofPrussianizing
the wholeof Germany,as well as in due time to carry out theirown
secret designs. Here wehave the whole of theproblem.' Bismarck is*the servant of theFreemasons, but at the-sarae time he is their master:
solong that is, aa.hekeeps his word to them. The Secret Brother-hood will do his bidding to constitute a Prussian Universal Empire;but they will tuke a terrible revenge if he plays them false. "

In themonth ol May,1866,. what went by the name of public
opinion in Germany experienced a sudden and unexpectedchange:
From the tone of the newspapers and the Liberals

—
these for the

most part members of the three symbolical grades of the Sec**— weshould hare been led tosuppose that no fundamental ofcjectiancould"
be raised to the war, since nothing short of an appeal to arms could
suffice to settle tLo feud between Prussia and the rest of Germany
Austria included. The Sect of- the Freemasons, whose verylife is warwith the Church, had to be held together with fair promises. So tba
Chancellor undermined and in part overturned the petty thrones'around:a tusk which he found not 60 very difficult. Hehad madehimself lraster of the diplomatic secrets of almost every Court inEurope Things happened during the Campaign of 1&36, and above
all in thatpart of it which wa9entrusted to thearmee corps ofBavariaand Baden, that cannot be accounted for on any supposition short of"

a secret understanding with the enemy. No 6ooner was the battle-of Sadowa lost, and thePeace of Prague Bigued, than theFreemasonsreceived an unparalleledacquisition of fresh force iv bothNorthandSouth, the first fruits of their labors. It thenorth ofEurope,Austria,
prostratedby her Lite reverses,andin despairat the prospect opened -
out before her, gave free scope within her territory toLiberalism and
PVeeroasonei-y, -violated the Concordat entered into with theHolySee,
drove the Church out of theBchools, persecuted the Clergy, and, in aword, severed herself from ail 'that remained to her of tlie venerable"
traditions ofher Catholic forefathers. Thus the Church and thePapacy ,
were deprivedof their strongest and firmest support. The Secret

'

Society in the fair plains of the JMnube were beside themselves wit.i
joy, and hailed the disaster of Sadowa as a victory for their party "
whilst they pjtf-edout a torrent of foul and unfounded accusations
ugainst everything Christian, whether in the Government or insociety
at largo. To any one unacquainted with the jargon of the Lodges it
wasnot dilficult1 to penetrate behind the scenes and to see what was
really going on. Iv the south of Europe the Sect had gained a groat
step towards it* end when the temporal power of thePope was taken
from him. We must not suppose that the busyboJies who scoured
Italy,had in their heart of hearts the realizationoftheir watchword -"

national uui'y.'' War with the Church hasever been, and isnow'
tiio real aim ofall their actions. The plea of nationalitywag a mere
mask— a trap inwhich to catch the simple—

a bright colored my meaut
to light up a deed of darkness. Defeatedonsea and on land Piedmont
was still able to get possessionofVenice "free,gratis,and for nothing"
and by this acquisition advanced many miles nearer to the walls°of
Home. Let theFrench garrisonnow be ousted from theEternal city
nothing more will stand in the way of accomplishment of the secret
programme. Hero again the plansof Bismarck were as one with the
desires of theBrotherhood. Prussia had to condense herstrength; the
newly annexed provinces were to be united to the old territory und»r.
one organization;the Southern States of Gormany were to bereduced

i to a state of vassalage; then would come the time torid the worldof
I the last remaining Catholic nation— Franco. Here wehavethe reasonI why thePrussian Catholics were treated with the greatest respect, and
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