
Continent to.which Mr Disraeli refer?. On the c intrary,' thebattle
whichtheCatholics are fighting in Germany andin Switzerlandlias'
for its avowedand soleobject the*maintenanceof the statusquo ante,
andifMr 'Disraeli were to take any such part in the struggle ashis
"""stand on theBeformation" would seem to prognosticate, he would
be guilty of most distinct"usurpation," andof encroachmenton the
rights ofconscience,and on that civilequality, ofwhichhe declared
himself last week the champion.* He probably, however, did not
meanmuchmore than this

—
thathe andhis party were therealPro-

teitantp, andought tobe supportedby Scotchmen.
FRANCE.

The Sultan has conferred theGrand Cordon of the Orderof the
" 'Osmanio upon the Due de Broglie, and the same decoration set in

brilliantsuponMarshalMacMahon.
Severalprovincialdeputationshave taken on themselvesto inform

Marshal MacMahon that they cannot answer for themaintenanceof
ortierif theMonarchy is proclaimed. The Marshalpolitely informed
themthathe hadno fear en this head, and would answer for it him*self, in thename of his colleagues and thearmy.

Allhopes areconcentrated at present in MarshalMacMahon,and
thereis noexaggeration in saying that he holds the destiny of the
nationinhis hands, and that because, almost alone among all themen
whoheldhigh positionandinfluence,heremainedfaithful to his trust,
Midbore bis unsoughthonors with modesty and energy. " C'est «»
dttphisbeaux earacteresdes tempsmodernes

"
has been said, thought,

and writtenalmost everyday within the last week, but. all this incense
and just praise neverreach or affect the illustrious soldier, who,like
his glorious ancestors,is ready for every sacrifice tosave his adopted
country.

11Naturam expellas furca, tamenusque recurret" says the poet,
which, when rendered into the Queen's English, doth signify that
although yousubdue Communists by bulletandbayonet they willnot
the lesscontinue toplotandconspire. A pretty little plot has just
beenunravelledin theprovincesofthe SoaneandLoire. The radicals
haddetermined to'secure the establishment of a republic after their
ownidealby seizing the wives, children, andparentsof theConserva-
tive members of the Assembly,, and by holding them" ns
hostages. What the fate of these hostages would have been if the
detestableplothadsucceeded,our reminiscencesof L;iRoquettosuffi-
ciently indicate:but the agents cf the Government were tooearly on
the alert for the Beds. * Madame LaMarquise de MacMahon was,-aboveall,to be seizedand used as a means of bringing her gallant
husband to terms. Documents have been secured which leave nodoubt of the culpability of certain Deputies of the Left,and we
■sincerely trust thatall concerned willbe made torue their evil design.
As itis thediscovery of this little plothas given additionalill-odour to
expiringRadicalism.

IntheFrench Assembly the proposition of Marshal MacMahon
for theprolongation of his powers for the term of seven years was
ratifiedby378 votes against 310. This turn in French affairs is an-
nounced tohavegiven serious umbrage to the German Government,
who arealso manufacturingas against France a new grievance,ina
pastorallately issued by theBishopof Nancy,partof whose dioceseis
in.the ceded provinces.

Fiftybishops havepromised to be presentat thelaying ofthe first
stone of the Church of the Sacred Heart at Montmartro.

Pere Hyacinthe becomes Hyaciuthe Pere.
—

Mme. Loyson has
presented the

"
happy father" witha son. Helas! le fils est I'enfant

4upereHyacinthe, oui, d'Hyacintheper dv!'
BonapartistActivity.— Three hundred thousand photographs of

the Prince Imperial have just been distributed through the workshops
of Paris. It does not appear that the authorities made the least
objection to the distribution of thoso portraits. Under the p-esent
state of things the Republic lets peopledopretty well a3 they please.

Anew Idea.
—

We are going shorily to borrow from Belgium one
of her best institutions. Itis called the (Eavredv Carton Catholique.
The modus operandiis to buy up the works of Voltaire and Volney,
the "philosophers" of the eighteenth century, Dupuis, Rousseau,
aud the rest, aud work them up into excellent pasteboard,which,is
sold, and benefits thePeter's Pence.

ITALY.
The relationsbetween France and Italy are suspiciously cordial,if

not precarious,owing to the present uncertainty of the future policy
ofPrance. Disquietedby a guilty conscience, the Italians cannot con-
sole themselves with the fact reiterated, thatFrance will not blindly
rush into"

a war ol revenge."
Noneed tosay how much excitementthe Pope's autograph corres-

pondencewith the limperor William causedhere. Who can say what
coming next ?
The Roman Liberalprints are very indignant at the gloomy views

of the
'
Times'

'
correspondent, regardingunited Italy.

Meuter made theHoly Father utter anAllocution objurgatingtheRe-
ligious Orders and telling them that their present afflictions were a
judgment on them for their dereliction of monastic strictness and non-
observance of their religious rule.

"
The suppression of religious cor-

porationswas a visitationot Providence upon those bodies for failing
to observe their funlauientvlrule3of discipline,and for havingallowed
corrupt manners to creep in among them." The whole story is "an, "an impudent fabrication." The Pope never uttered those words,
or anything like them. .

Rome presents, just now, to the Catholicvisitor the appearanceof
a city which has uudergone a military occupation. The prevailing
toneof thought, among the present railway servantsmust be decidedlyanti-clerical, if the words Morte ai preti— Death to the priests-
scrawledon thebuffed windows of the ante-roomfor the custom-house
servantsmay be taken as the evidence.

The topic ofall thenewspapersis France. The anxiety to know
the issueof thepresent efforts of Ihe monarchical party is intense.
The toneofthe Italian papers continues to be most irritating andpro-
voking towards the nation to which I'alians are so much beholden.IndividualFrenchmen havebeen insulted in public places, while the

Prussians andGermansof allkind* are flatteredand made much of.
The"ill-feeling now. displayei towards Francaseems to be purpoaly
excitedand fanned'bymalicious persons whoare desirousof a rupture
with theFrenoh,andofa warifpossible.

' -*'The LatestSacrilege."— The* announcement that'the sacrilegious
Piedmontesehare seizedthe Church of San Pietro di Montorio has
deeply painedtheheart of Catholic Ireland, and the soldiers of the
Piedmoatese Robber haveoccupied the monastery,and"ere long the
gravesofErin'sroyalexiles willbe dug up, and their ashes scattered
to the four windsof heaven. Itmaybe doubtedifin thewide world's
expansethere wasaspotmoresacredin theeyesofIrishmen thanthis,
where

—
■
' "

Two princesofthe lineofConn
Sleepin theircells ofclay beside

c O'Donnell Roe!
Three royal youths,alas Iallgone-

Who livedforErinn's weal,but died
ForErinn's woe!*■

Ah!could themenofIrelandread
The names thesenoteless burialstones

Display to view,
Their wounded heartsafresh wouldbleed,

Their fearsgush forthagain,theirgroans
Besound anew'

But not eventhe Gaelic bard, whose matchless elegy Mangan has
given tous inEnglish garb,imagined, iv the deepest depth ofhis dis-
tress, that uponthemen of Ireland would fall the still more cruel
sorrow that is theirs to-day. 'That" the men of Ireland'should en-
dure allthis,andnoIrish s\vor,d be there toguardPontiff, Church, or
Tomb,is ananguish anda humiliationsuch as theTyrccnnel minstrel
never contemplated for his countrymen.

Mgr.Liverani, whoin 1860 leftRome,being then a canonof Sta
MariaMaggiore,and wrotein Tuscany a pamphletagainst thePope
and theHoly See, andhas since consorted withultra-liberals, has re*
tracted,askedpardondf the HolyFather, audis now inretreat with
hePassionißt Fathers inRome. Deo Ghratias.

AtTurin themonument erected to thememory of CountCavour
was unveiled. At the banquet given in the evening by the munici-
pality to 500 guests, the British Minister, Sir Augustus Paget,"assuredthe Italians of the sympathy of England with the Italian
cause,aadits high admiration of the great statesman who insured its
success." Sir Augustus went on (says a telegram ro tho " Times ')" with a touching allusion to his predecessor,Sir James Hudson, the
old friendof Cavour, who hadalways admired, loved, and supported
him throughout his glorious career." The Catholic Press has taken
Sir Augustus Paget sharply to task.

ANew Comet.
—

A new comet has been visible for several nights
by aid of the powerful telescope at the Roman Observatory. Itit
describedas mostbrilliant, with a tailof extraordinarysplendour.

PEUSSIA.
The article, the first portion of which wepublish this week,

—
"

The persecutioninPrussia explained,"— makes the reasons for the
German persecutionnolonger difficult.

A correspondentof the 'Universe'suggests that an.attempt will
be made togetrid of fho Catholic members of the Landtag, should
their opposition annoy the (Government, by imposing an oath of
fidelity lo the ecclesiastical laws onall the members of theHouse.

On the eve of tho Prussian elections, and in the presence of the
strength shownby th? Catholic pavty, Funce Bismarck founditneces-
sary to repudiate sentiments attributedto him by the correspondentof
the

'
New York \-Tar\1' in n report ol an alleged interview. The

correspondentasserted that i' i-ic- Bismarok, in the courseof the con-
versation, avowed that he intended to crash Rome in order to crush
Christianity. The Clruicel'.or in^niously replies that the phraso im-
puted to him is enough ol its 1: ;) o t'i. rie soiree and purport«f
the invention. "In America," '-.c s.iys,

"peu,>lo will,Itrust, say to
themselves that if a man wee impious enough to entertain such
thoughts he would h-irdly be stupid enough to avow them." Bismarck,
however, does not attempt to deuy that his chief strength is in the
supportof the anti-Christian faction, who detestall religion. Ifhe is
not "impious,"he serves the cause of the impious.

As to the elections for the Landtag. From the comparatively
moderate articles of tho sober

'
JBorseu Courier' of Berlin, we take a

paragraph -which will sufficiently depict the situation as viewedby the
more thoughtful portion of tha Liberal coalition.

"
Tho Ultramon-

tane party can look back upon its sue'eoss with tho most complete
satisfaction. Ithu9 conqueiedalong the whole lne. Itwillreturn to
the Parliamentary arenaninety strong, and from its zeal iv the sessions
of theLandtag,it w ill be in a position to exercise a most powerful
moral influenceupontheundecided section among the deputies." In
fact, if the Prussian Catholics are not absolutely ninety strong, they
are certainly eighty-five,andby the co-operatiouof ahandfulof Chris-
tianProtestants, like the venerablePrcsiJeut Von Q-erlach, their party
may not improbably command a total of ninety-five German votes.
The Centre Party, as the allied party ofthe Catholic aud Christian
Conservativesis stjled inParliamentary phraseology, entered the last
Landtag in the spring of 1870 inpossession ofno more that fifty-two
votes.

Thi3 success too is obtained in the face of. the facfc that although
an almost universal suffrage is nominally the rule, the wealthier cla3S33
obtuin such a factitious preponderance that half-a-dozen Jew usurers
mayhave more weight; thanhundredsof Catholic farmers audartizane.

SWITZEELAND.
The protest lodgedby the

"
Ultrainontanes

"
against the mea3ure3

of theBerne Government, respectingthe Catholic priestsin the Jura,
has been rejectedby the Swiss FederalCouncil.

From thoCatholic journalofLugano we have thenews, that in
Swiss Catholic Jura a salutary reaction is beginningagainst theRadical
persecuting Swiss Groverment. At somerecent elections in the district
of Delemont, the Conservative candidates obtained 1,500 votes,
against 400 votesobtainedby theRadicalcandidate*.

SPAIN.
The steamer

"
Viludo Bajonne

"
has landed at Oudarroa4|,0.09

Remingtonrifles,and 1,000,090 cartridges for the Carliats.
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