
OnSunday, Sept,14, at every chapel within the diocese of Ferns, a
pastoral letter was read to the congregations by their priests from tho
Bight Rev. Dr Furlong, the Bishop, against "Fast Dances." His
Lordehip eaid" that thesemodern dances, with all their concomitant
circumstances, are an immediate occasion ofsin, is a truth so patent
as not to admit of controversy. Shouldindividuals affirm that they
feelno inconvenience from engaging in those dances,let them reflect
that they are accountable, not only for themselves,but for others,so
as not to affordanyone an occasion for sin. Besides the attitude and
posturesiv those dances are so offensive to modesty as tostamp upon
themat once a character of impropriety. Then there is the responsi-
blyof giving bad example. Again, we know from experience that
the habits or fashions prevailing in the higher classes of society are
sure to descend through its various gradations. Should this result
follow in thepresent instance,as infallibly it will, no one with Chris-
tian feeling can contemplate the consequences without horror." His
Lordship throughout his putoral gives many extracts from learned
divines bearing out his opinions condemning such dances as waltzes,
polkas,galops, etc

WHAT HOME RULE MEANS.
('BostonPilot.')

It is well that theIrish in America should clearly understand what
the HomeRue moveuieat aims at securing. The proposal of the
Home Government Association U, in effect this:— Ttiat theiutern.il
affairs be regulatedby an Irish Parliiment, consisting of the Queer,
Lords, and Commons of Ireland:allImperial affairs, and all that re-
lates to the colonies, foreiguStates, and the common interests of the
Empire continuing to be regulated by tho ImperialParliament, ia
which (but only ou Imperialquestions) Ireland wouldcontinue to bs
represented.

Here is a statesmanlike middle course,a wise adaption of cons' '.-
tioual principles to actual facts. Lot therebe a division of legislative
andexecutive labor. Let an Iri-h assembly manage exclusivelyliisli
affairs:let the ImperialParliament continue tomanage all thut relates
to the Empiie at large. R tain every guarantee for the real and
effectiveunion of the llnipire:but let Great Britian andIreland each
transact its ownprivate business as each deems beet. Letboth neigh-
bors combine for every neighborly purpose, and pull together,if need
be, against the rest of the world as good neighbors should;but let;
each give up, once for all, tho arrogant mischievous pietcnsioa of
lordingit over the hearthstone anddictating the domestic economy of
the other. Thus will be combined national freedom with natio mi
strength.

Thisis Home Rule, according to the idt*s of the Ho.:c Rule
Association, aud we thiuk it will commend itself as a practicul and
sensibleplan toevery thcujltfol libhmm n America.

HOW ITALIAN DEPUTIES DIE.
(Roman letter of

'
Boston Pilot.')

Turns is oue eajing which Iheard many years ago which almost
assumes the proportionsof a proverb:'* There is an art in everything
butdjing." Itmight almost be supposed that Italian deputies had
discovered anart in djing. A few weeksagoIdescribed the deathof
Ratazzi, and told you asHis last worIs "jClose the doors. Now another
deputy of the same school lias just died andhis deathis characteristic.
Signor Bie la was,withsome other deputies, in the northof Italyat a
placecelebrated for its baths. There wasa dinner at which Visconti
Vtnos'a and Deputy Rosm were present as well as Biella. Shortly
afterdinner this List was seized with violentcolic. He bore husuffer-
ing with a smile and laughed on,nor did he cease to mingle with his
■witticisn.B themost horrible blasphemies. There was a ball later in
the evening, and Sipnjr Biella, with the idea ofalleviating the excru-
ciating pains whichhe suffered, began to dance vigorously. When he
rjtiied to rest he was thoroughly vired out. His face had become
"adavercusnow, but a ghastly smile still hung roundhis lips, audliis
eyes flashed with a terrible brilliancy. On the morning following this
night of a sufferinghe summoned a doctor and returned tobed which
be had left a short time previously;while a drink winch he called for
was being preparedfor him, lie died without speaking a word. A
few minutes after his deathhis body became of a livid hue and turned
pestiferous. Telegraphic messages were sent to his friends, but no
one came. His relations were telegraphed to likewise, but they re-
mained away, lhe director of thebaths took his funeral inhand;he
wanted to place tl-e body in &v oratory, butthepriest refused, because
the oratory was for those who died Catholics, and he did not kuow in
whatreligion J"iguor Biella died;thepriestsaid the truthof him when
he desciibed him. as an enemy to the Church in the Parliament and
thepress. Inspite of the priest,however, thebody was brought into
the oratory. fcince then the Bishop of Como has &ent to the priest
the necessaryauthorization topurify the chapel where the corpse of
Signor Biella was exposed. This death is eloquent; the man was
given up, body and soul, to the secret revolutionary societies, and em-
ployed abrilliant talent and an eloquent tongue against the Church of
God:and this is how he dies— forsakenby all, sneering andblasphe-
mingA few hours previously!

But there are Deputies and Deputies. Some good men have
thought they might be able to effect something in the Chamber, or
they were led there, perhaps, through weakness or vanity. Men like
these are like pebbles in amountain stream ;they cause the water to
roar louder, and they only increase the velocity of the current instead
of arresting it. Giulio Cesare Libetta,aNeapolitan, feeling that the
work of a deputy in the Italian Parliament was not very like Catholic
work, made a declaration of his faiih shortly before he died. The
partmest interesting tousis thefollowing:— "I, theundersigued, who
belonged to the Chamber of Deputies,declare thatIhave never acted
nor voted against Loly religion, nor against the Church, either m
spiritualsor in temporal*;and Ideclare myself to bo through the
grace of God and most BlessedMary, a true ApostolicRoman Chris-
tian." Tiie signature of Libettato this document is witnessedby two

THE POPE'S INTENTION OF LEAVING ROME.
Thbpeople who make themselves uneasy about the Pope's intention
of leaving Home,may rest ut last. The Holy Father his spoken em-
phatically on this point. OnOctober 2nd,in an address tj a delega-
tion, he used the following words:

—
"Confusion has entered the

enemy's camp. They strive to induce me to leave Rom?, butInever
will."
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persons,whoqenames are attachedto thisdeclaration. Funeralhonors'
werebestowedby theChurchonSignorLibetta,who died furnishedwith
the Sacraments of Holy Church andedifying all who were near him.
There is assuredly a difference between the deaths of these two
deputies1

IMPORTANT DECLARATION OF THEBISHOPAND
CLERGY OF CLOYNE.

The followingmost important declaration of the MostRev.D.Keane,
the veneratedBishopof Cloyne,and his patriotic clergy, on the great
questionof Home Rule, was published in the

'
Cork Examiner' of

a late date, and will be read with joy in everyhomestead inIreland:
That thetimehas arrived whenthe interests ofourcountry require

from us, aspriestsand Irishmen,apublic pronouncementof the vital
question ofHome Rule.

That, as impartialhistory has branded as unconstitutional and
corrupt themeans by whichwe have been deprivedof our legislative
independence, weregard the claim made by the Home Rule Associa-
tion of Dublin for its restoration, as the assertion ofa true principle,
and the vindicationofanoutragedright.

That, whilst weemphatically disclaim any intention ofseeking 111 1
separation from England, we would respectfully suggest, as the beit
meansofgiving practicaleffect to these views, theholding ofan aggre-
gate meeting iaDublin of the representatives ofall interested in this
great question

—
and they are the entire people, without distinction of

creed or class
—

for the purposeof placing by constitutional means,on
abroad anddefinite basis, thenation's demand far the restorationof
its plunderedrights.

THE JESUITS INDUBLIN.
A GRAND educational establishment will soon be completedinDublin.
The JesuitFathers of Dublin have purchasedKilliney Castle and the
grounds adjoining, for the purposes of a lay college. The place is
prominently beautiful, evenamong the beautiful environs of Dublin.
The London 'Daily Telegraph,'commenting on the purchase,says :—:

—
Forty or fifty years ago Protestant Dublin would have been

furious at the erection ofahouse fjr Jesuits on one of the prettiest
and most romantic;hills overlooking its bay. Within the last thirty
years a landlordin the immediate neighborhood of the new college
wouldnot permit a RomanCatholic Chapel to

" desecrate
"

his Pro-
testant estate; whilenow his ghost,if itreads the Irish newspapers,
is doomed to observe thathis property is in the possession of what
Oxfordcallsa 'vert.

MR. RONAYNE ON CATHOLIC EQUALITY.
Mb.Ronaynb, M.P. for Cork,has republished inpamphlet form, the
substanceof sevtril letters whichattractedconsiderableattention some
short time ago. "How Liberalhnglard governs Catholic Ireland,as
*x*mplifie«l in tl« County of Covk," is a titlecalculated toexcite sur-
prise. MrRonnyne has chosen to deal with facts whichcan be esta-
blished. He knows his own country, and he tells the story of its
prvernment in plain, terse, rigorous English. He shows that the
wholepower of the county is in thehands of theminority;that the
local taxation, the administration of law, the relief of the poor,are
-each and allvested inpersons of the disestablishedcreed. It is worth
■while to note the statutics of the case. The Lord Lieutrnant and
his Secretary are Protestant. They constitute the Castle, and the
Castle governs Ireland. With Hie assistance of political lawyers,
whose fidelity to anything whatever is more than dubious, the Castle
makes all appointmerts, either directly or indirectly. The High
SheriffJnd theLordLieutenant of the county both areProtestants
The sub-Sheriff is a Protestant. He is the nominee of the High
Sheriff. He selects the County Grand Jury, andhe invites 19 Protes-
tantsand 3 Catholics. He summons the Spcciul Jury, which consists
of39 Protestants and 9 Catholics. In the Speciul Commission of1865,
he asked110 Protestant and 22 Catholics, and in that of 1867, he
asked 62Protestants and 10 Catholics. The County Grand Jury ap-
point thebaronialhighconstables, or,inless loftylanguage,the cess-col-
lectots. MrRonaynefinds that theproportionof these is19 Protestants
to 3 Catholic?. On the BonrdofSuperintendence thefigures are10 to2.
The chief officers of the gaol are all Protestant. Of 11 annuitant
County surveyor* 2 ore Catho'ics. Of 28 deputy-lieutenunts 2 belong
to the religion ofthenation. There are 378 magistrates,and 65 repre-
sent the people of the coiuty. lhe officers of themilitia numberS7—

5 are Catholics. Those who preside at 24 quarter eessiors, at 35
petty sessions, at presentment sessions, at boards of guardians, are
practically all Protestant. They are in such a sweeping majority that
their voice is law, andno man dares tochallenge them. In the police
force ail the best places are held by professorsof a creed at stern
variance with that of the governed people. The stipendiary magis-
trates are for the mostpart Protestants

— but it matterslittle to what
oreedthey give their careless ass<nt. Every man inIreland whoknows
anything knows that the mannerofappointing stipendiary magistrates
is a disgrace tojustice andhonesty. There was one fitness regarded,
andMr Ronayne shows that itis regarded still. Let a brokenrouebe
a Protestant and his chance of an appointmentis good. We admit
that matters are improved,but the improvement is theoretic rather
than practical. Theie is equa'ity in the letter of the law— but,asPeel
said, Catholics may be emancipated, and still left where they were.
Iv fact, Peel's notionhas been carried out, and,as MrEonayne abui.-
dantly proves, the motto

'" No Catholic nerd apply," lives as vividly
to-day as whenEmancipation was not.

— DublinFreeman.

A CATHOLIC BISHOP ON DANCING.
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