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HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.

By the Abbé J. E. Dinras,
(Translated from the French for the New ZEATAND TABLRT )

CHAPTER III.—SUMMARY.

Teg Nativiry. THE CrrouMoisioN PPESENTATION I¥ TAE TEM-
prE. THe Magy. Frieir INTO EGYrr. MASSACRE OF THE
IxrocEsTa. IHE ReTURN FRoM Egvrr.  REpUCIION OF
Jupea TO A RoMaN ProviNCE., JESUS IN THE MIDST OF THE
Docrous,

§ I.—Tue NaTivITY,
1. —(08PEL XARRATIVE OF TIE NATIVITY

“Tay crowd that resorted to Bethlehem, the city of David, was great

beesuse all the mewbers of royal descent, gathered together, from the

dufferent parta of Judea, weut up to be enrolled. according to the
terms of the imperial decrce. “ And it came to pass, that when they
waere there, her days were accomplished, that she should be delivered.

And ghe brought forth ler first born son, aud wrapped him up in

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manget; because thére was no

yoom for them in the wn., And there mere in the same country
shepherds watching, and keeping the night-watches over their flock.

And belield an angel of the Lord stood by t1em, aud the brightness of

God shore round about them, and t.ey feared with ‘e great feor.

And the angel said to them : Fear nn; for behold T bring you good

tidings of gx:ea* joy, that ehull be to all the people : For this day_ia

bora to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lowd, in the city of David.

And this shall be a sizn unto yor, -You shall find the infant wrapped

jn swaddling clothes, and luid in a menger. And suldenly there was

with the angel » maltitule of the heavesnly army, praising Go<, and
gaying: Grlory to Grod in the highest; and on earth peace to men of
good will- And it came to poss, after the angels departed from
them the ehepherds eaid one to omother: Let us go over to

“Bethlehem, and let ns seo this word that is come to pass, which the

Tord hoth showed ns. And they eame with haste ; and they found

Mary and Joseph, and the infunt J7ing in the manger., And seeing,

" they understood of the word that had been spoken to them concerning

this child. And all thut heaurd wondered at those things that

~were told them by the shepherds. +But Mary kept all these words,
pondering them ia her heart. And the ghepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God, for all the things they bad hesrd, and seen, ns it

.was told unto them.” (1)

2. —THE DIVINE MAGNIFICENCE OF TUE STABLE.
The entire world has fullowed the shepherds to the stable of

Rethlehem. Prostrnte before the erib, bathing with their tears the

‘humble straw on which reposes a God, man annibilates himaeif in an

ecstascy of love, adoration und gratitude. Yes, it was thusthat o God

ghould be born! A miserable, vain ereature, having to meke choice
of its eradle, would, doubtless, have placed it on the steps of a throne,
and have surrourded it with the eager assiduities of a servile crowd ;
the poal of the resoundirg trampets would have uwakened the echoes,
to announce to the earth the birth of o new master ; the cottage woull
+have thrilled with juy at the exzpected signal from the palace. What
but iudigence before Gd are uil the royaliies of this world ! What
bat eilence to lvm is the roar of our thunders! Wkat nothingness
our granden:s!  All that we call riches is but a borrowed mantle, to
cover our native miseries; what we dignify with the name power, ie
but the sign of o more glaring servitude; God, descending to this
lower earth could not espouse our delusive pomps. * Bub the ox
kpew his owner, and the ass his master’s erib.” (2} The angels visited
the plains of the Nativity, a3 in the days when Jucob led lus flocks to
pesture there. “ The nations, seated in darkvess, in the shadow of
death,” bending under an iron yoke, in the Roman Ergastulum,  saw
the great light arise.” (3) The decrees of salvation, enregistered from
ebernity, in the councils of Providence, are accomphshed. * The

TWord was made Flesh, Glory to God in the splendurs of Heaven

and peace to men of guod will ¢ Sliepherds are the first adorers of

the immortal king of peice, who is just born; the first fruits of the

Divine Sheoherd, who will gather together the flocks of human genera-

tions, into fle fold of His Church. Mary, the Immaculate Virgin,

leads them to the ciuld, whom her hands have wrapped up in swathing

‘bands; whom she has a mght Lo call her so~, and the duty o adore

as her God.  Jeseph, the inheritor of David, eantemplates with them,

the head prouused to Isracl, whose reign will have no end. There
port of t'.¢ shephierds riveulates amongst the crowd which the edict of

Acgustus has druwn to Bethlehem.,  Wonder is excited about the crib,

where the infant reposes, Such}pomps ulone suited the Incarnate

Word; his divunty shines forth with greter splendour amidst the

nakedness of the stuble, and the abasement of the erib!

8, —MODERY RATIONALISM PLACES THT BIRTH OF JEsus CHRIST AT
NAZARETH,

But, let us study, from an authentieally historical point of view,
{he narration of thia wonderful birth. Besides the divine phnrm which
the sacred test exorcises over Liearts, there Is in eacl 'glctml, a p_erfume
of truth which it coneerns ws to disentangle by a serious unalysis, ot a
time when denial Tias sought to intrude itsell everyf\'here. All Euro_pe
s read, in these latter doys, a ¢ Life of Jesus,” which commences with
these words : * Jesus was born at Nazareth, » small town of Galilee,
which before his time hind no celebrity.” (4) If the writing of a para-
dox were suflicient to muke it be believed, Nazareth shquld remain
jnvested with the unexpected honar of having been the' blrt_h-piucr_: of
Jesus Christ. But hi-tory does not proceed by allirmation, 1t requires
proofs. When the guestion is to kngw the exact bp‘th-pmce_z of
Augustus, we have recourse to the testimony of Buetonius, Tucitus,
Duon and the authors who have transmitted to us the life of that prince.
‘As all of them unanimously agree in saying that Augustus was born
at Rome, a emile of pity would be excited on lienring o writer,
separated by nineteen centuries from the facts which he relates, taking
upon himeelf to ufirm that this Emperor was born at Messmn_. Now,
the history of Jesus Christ interests the world, by a bat’.tel‘_tltl: t:,huu
that of Augustus, Of the few Evangelists who have transmitte 1 it to

us, not one has placed the birth of the S3aviour at Nazaveth ; they pro.
claim that Jesus was born a1, Betlleham. Apart from their formal text,
we have quoted unexceptionable witnesses, establishing the same fact ;
eongequently she reader has a right to treat with a sovereign eontermpt
the affirmation which has: just' been addueed, stript, as it is, of =all
proofs, In by-gone centuriez, when the Goapel was a popular text,
engraven on all memories, and perfectiy understood by all, & loud burst
of laughter would have done justice to the reeont exegesis,. We are
unwilling to offer-an injury to our spoch by treating these novel
sophisms too seriously. But, at least, we may be allowed to state on this
subject, what our futhers all knew, and what their sons, itis to be feared,
while learning maryother things besides, may have generally forgotten,
The text of 3t. Luke, relative to the birth of Jesue Christ at Bethlebawm,
rests not solely on the divine inspiration of the Evangeliet. This title
to eredibility —the highest that a Christian soul could desire —would
hove been, we conceive, without value in the eyes of pagans, whom it
wag necessary to convert ; it in 2o, still, unfortunately, with regard to
modern incredulity, which looks for human proofs, before submittiag
iteelf to the word of God. Now, human proofs superabound. The
most direct of these, and the most easily grasped, is that which resalts
from the examination of the Gospel narrative itself.

(1) Lue., ii, 6, 20 {2) Iuaias, cap. i, 3. (8) Isn. ix, 2. {4) Vie de
Jésus, pag. f9.” The nuthor cites, in support >f his assertion * Matth, xiii, 84, &e,
Mare, vi, &c , John, i, 45, 46," according to his usual moda of procesling, the
unmbers alone of the evangshoal texts appeat in his note; he doss not producs the
text. Consequently, no oue would thiuk of doubting that ** Mabth. xii, 54. M ok,
vi, 1, John, i, 43, 46,” affirmed positively that Jesus was barn at Nazareth  Now,
these thres Evangelists, in the passiges above mentioned, do not say a word nboug
it. This is surprising ; it is incredib'e; but so itis! The parents of Jesus Chriet
dwealt ab Nazarveth, in Galilce. The childhood and youth of the Bariour were
passed 3o this village, The native country of Fesns Christ then, for the Jews, his
contemporaries, as for us, wasthe place where his family readed, the place where
they had seen him growing up, and dwelling without intercaptivn fill the age of
thirty. Thus, the thecription which, later on, the Cross of Calvary shall bea, will
ha this: Jusus of Nazareth, King of the Jows, Now, 8t Matthew, xiii 54 ; 8t
Mark, vi, 1; 8t John, i, 45, 40 ; do not speak at allof the birth-place of Jesus Christ,
Hore i the exnct text: * And coming into his own country, he taught them .
their synagogues,” Feniens in patriam suam, docebal eos in  spaqagogis eoruit
(Matth, xiii, 54.) ' And going out from thence, he went into-his owucountry, aul
his disciples followsd him 7 El egressus inde abut ia patram suam, eb sequebzniur
ewm discipulis swi.  (Mare, vi 1,) The place of residence, and the place ofbirth, ave,
even in our own day, two things; very distinct, When 8¢ Matthew and Bt. Mary
speak of the place of residence of Jeats Chuist, rationalism wonld Lave us o believe
that they have spoken of his place of bitth. Ordinary readers will not take notice
of this equivocation, you say 7 Ibis trus, but serwoua rexders will sfigmtza such
pitiful tatics as these, By what name shall we (esignate an author who writea
thas © Johu §, 45, 44," places the birth placz of Jesas at Nazureth?  Here is tha
wexv of Bt. Jubin ¢ Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith te him: We hava found him
of whom Moses in the law and the provhets did wiits, Jeaus, the soo of Joaeph of
Nazaveth.” Jnvenit Philippus Nathanait, ¢f dicitei: @uemt seripeis Moyses i leye,
et prophetee, meenimus Jeson fliwm Jogeph & Nazwreth —(Joan,, i, 43.) Here, the
miserable equivocation, on the placa of residencs and the placs of birth of Jeand
Christ, was not even pasable, for it is clearly to Joseph that the losality of
Nazareth hasveferonea.

NEW IRELAND,

It is 8 somewhat strange fact that though Fitber Mithew waas
Catholic priest and friar, his character ns a Christinn moral reformer
hus beon even mare highly appreciated by Protestants thin by Cathe-
lica. I queted Mr Gladstone’s graeeful testimony to his worth ; but
the following passage from a public address by Dr Chauning, the
celebrated American Unitariin minister, is probably ons of the mast
elegant panegyrios upon him that ever was spolken, and it a3 just ag it
is elocnent. After telling us how Ireland hial s Jong heen
beyo-lcf other countries, hopelessly crushed by intemperance,
and bow in the space of two or three years this vicc of ages had
been almost rooted out of it by Father Mathew's 1:bovs, he said:
“ Ty a moruk point of visw the Treland of the past is Linished; a new
Irclard has started into Life; five millixas ot her prople have taken the
pledge of total abstineuce, aad instances of viol.lt‘ing the pledge are
very very rare. History records no vevolunon likte this. It s the
grand event of the present day. Father Mathew, the lewler of this
great revoiution, ranks far above the heroes anl statesaon of the
times. Ilowever, as Protestunts, we may gquestion the claims of
departed saints here ig a living minister, if he maybe juizel Lyone work,
whio deserves to be canonised 3 anl whose name deserves Lo be placed
not far below the Apostlen” I mast confess thut whe1 T real such
testimonies as thus to the charaeier of Fuat'.er Mathew sud his work, 1
felt it an honor of no ordinary kind, even humniy speaking ns o lay-
man, to belong to a church which has in modern times produced a
priest, who in the eatimation even of his very encmies, deserves to be
“ennonised ”’ os a saing, and to rank in the ea'enlar “not far from
the Apostles” T would ask what other asssciwrwon claiming to bz e
chureh has ever produced such a mozral reformer, in vur day or for
many a d:y befors ours? I may be told that Father Mathew's merits,
and tho fruits of hia labor have been greafly exaggerated; but the
concurring testimonies in their favor forbil that esuclusion. If it be
said, ms it somotimes is, that the enthusiusm he awaikened and the
benefits he conferred on lis feliow men, have been transient, and have
long passed away almost entirely, | think praof to tho etrary may be
easly addused.  Ireland s still foremost among the alvoeates of the
Temperance cause, and the Cuatholic laity in all parts of the United
Eingdom, uader the conduct of their bishops and pricsts, are at this
hour muking their inluence fels eolieetively in the grand eflnt now
being put forth to indace the legistature to interfere 1ts power for the
more effcetual suppresion of intemperance.  1f Father 31ithew’s soble
etforts have in part failed, it is becauss the legislatur : have been work-
mg in the opposite divection.  The sams ro.narks apply to t us eolony,
Even here the crusade against driuk, begun by Father Mathew, is still
carried on, however little intevest the Catholic puaple eullectivoly may
ghow in it ; and ho.ever formilable the enemy wgainst whom it Is
directed may yet be. Alr Fos, though no priest or even a Cathalic, ia
a worthy successor to Father BMathew, and inhevits not a little of his
spirib and ability. I'know well that the eonduct of the Cuthislie aom-
munity in this province in refevence to the Temperance cinse is
watched and strongly commented on by our Frotestaat neighbou s



