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oand then give a minute sccount of each altar, sta_hue. and mosaic in
the Basilica, the editor of the TABLET would possibly grow wesry of
my reminiscences and tell mo that a bore who hus been sent to Rome
is very much more to be dreaded than u bore who has stayed at home.
One has to see St, Peter’s many times beforo it is possible to realize
its immensity, 89 everything in it is on such o large acale, and in such
just proportion, that the eye becomes sceustomed to a false stundary,
and groups of marble cherabs wlnch_ do not strike one ng being larger
than human infants, prove on exauminoation to be the size of grown
men, I remember being amazed when I touehed what looked like a
dimpled little marble hand, to find that the a_n_gel'ﬁnggrs _were much
longer and plumper than my own. The Basilica is built in the form
of a Romun cross, and the high altar, at which only the Pope or a
cardinal with special permission may officiute, is erected wherq ?he
lines of the cross meet ; it is immediately shove the crypt containing
the relics of the Aposties. Over this rises the Baldacching, & magnifi-
cent eanopy of bronze, which ia supported by colamns covered with
exquisite desigos in foliage, the gilding of which is said to have cost
twenty-two thousend pounds. A hundred lamps are burniog day and
night around this altar, and close by is the famous bronze statue of
8¢. Peter. OF the lesser altars one of the most admired is in the
Capello della Pieta, 8o called from the celebrated group by Michael
Angelo of the Virgin with the dead Clurist resting on her knees. This
is & most touching and lovely image of the Lioly grief. ‘The fentures
of the blessed Mary uie by muny critics considered too young, sad it
is perhapa more like the face of the Yirgin to whom the Angel an-
nounced that she was to become the mother of Grod, than of the game
Virgin, who, thirty-Lhree years later, veceived the body of lier Divine
8on from the cross ; but Michuel Angelo wished to represent Mary to
us a8 the model of purity, and the Queen of Heaven; ond very few
Cotholics are disposed to find fault with im becnuse he has made her
0 beautiful in spite of the yenrs she had epent on this eavth,

The cutholicity of the Church which is to last till the end of time
ond be spread over all nations, ia nowhere so clearly pourtrayed as in
8t. Peter's, Theve one sees confessionals inseribed with the names of
all European lunguages, and many languages which aro not European,
where penitents from every land may ia their own tongues seek the
consolations of religion.

I find it impnesible to describe for you the Dome of St. Peter's, as
I do not Lnow how its marvellous benuty is produced. ¥ only know
that os it mounts towards the sky it seems to have the power of draw-
ing the sout henvenWards with it. Beneath its shelter is the apot of
all others where I would choose to proy, as wowhere have I felt so
strongly the necessity of guining heaven, whoso mansions are 1o exceed
in beauty everythung that the heart of man has conceived,

It is o curious fact that 8t. Peter's possesses a climnta of its awn,
with an equable, delicious temperature which is not affected by the
heat er cold outside. One can examine tlie stutnary in St. Peter’s
without a shiver during the winter months, when it requires almost
the endurance of an Arctic explorer to pass many liours in the freczing
galleries of the Valicon.

I was astonished at firat 1o sce how much people live in St. Peter's
end the other great churches of Home, us well a5 prag io them. Men
and women talk, walk abour, and swmuse themselves ; beganrs bep,
ohildren play, and tourists wander from picture to statye, eriticising
everything, and reading aloud from their guide-books i #and yet no one
seerns dicodified or distracted. When T had seen two cardinnla con-
verso for a long time in St. Peter's, when I lad been spoken to by D
Burke and other grave Dominicans in the Lateran, I begau to think
such conversations could not be very wring, and my last scruple
vanizhed when I had been addressed in St, Puuls {ountside the walls)
by Dr Polding, the veneruble Archbishop of Sydney. This seeming
want of reverence may be accounted for in two ways: firstly, the
churclies are so immense that although there are severul masses going
un together at different altars, there 18 alwnys a large part of the ehureh
at a suflicient distance from any service where one may telk without
disturbing those who are at prayer; and secandly,
and others who live much in Rome do not divide
their everyday life so much as we do. They are acenstomed  to think
of Grod winle they are at work, snd to keep themscives always in Hi.
presence, so that they do not fesl the same awe in chureh, which to
them is the house of their loving Fatlier, whose goodness and merey
they daily remember, as we do whe onty g0 to chureh from time to
time to reader homage to & Mastor whom we fear to disobey.

4a ¥ cowe to the limits of my space, I remember that I have told
you nothing of the ceremouies of St. Peter‘s—nothing of the tombs
nor the mosaics. But ns Rome was not built in a day, neither ean St,
Peter's be described in one short sketch, Like n sensstional novel,
this description ©“ will be continued in our next,” 8. G. D,

BISHOP COWIE, AND TRACT DISTRIBUTING.
Tac CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT PrEss.

Wary Catholic principles or practices ure publicly misrepresented, ne
they often are, by obscure, vulgar, or illiterate persons, we Liave not
much reason to complain ; but it is different when this is done by
persous of educatiun, and who from their office or soginl position are
likely to possess considerable influence on the public mind.

belinlf I beg to subinit for publication the followiny statements :-—
Some months ago an anglican clergyman, the Rev, Mr Ashwell,
Taupivi, Waikato, left at my residence o certuin “tract,” writlen by s
clergyman, the Rev. M. Taylor, M. D., in which it was stated in the
most positive and unquelified terms thut the Clurch of Eome pro-

the Romsn people
their religion from

In this ;

hibited the laity from reading the Bible or Word of God. As n lay

Catholic T was annojed at seeing a stutement so grossly at variance |
with the truth circulated in my neighborlood, nnd 1 wrate o nate to |
Mr Ashiwell, pointing out the inaccurncy of such an asselion, and the |
injury such o misrepresentation wae likely to do te his Catholie neigh- E
bors. He had thus wronged us publicly, and it was to be perswined
undesignediy. He was therefore bound as a man of honor te make |
reparatzon ; but he had not even the commen politeness to notice or '
reply to my note. I therefore Lrought the matter to 1ha notjce of Tng !

| circumstances of this case, sud he was well assured of their truth,

superior, Bishop Cowio. The Bishop wrote me a very courteous note.
He oould not be responsible for Mr Ashwell's * opinious,” In reply
T took the liberty to say that T did not presumo to question the cor-
rectness of any of Mr Ashwell's * opinions”; what [ complained of
was that he had eirculated a= matter of fact what was diametrically
opposed to fact. I wished to know if Mc Ashwell was doing this with
the knowledge and consent of Bisliop Cowie, his e-clesinstienl superior.
I received no reply to this note ; there the matier dropped. I must
say I expectod better things of Bistop Cowie ; of Mr Ashwell T did
not expect much and I was not grently disappointed.

I need not inform your Cathalic readers, though it may be ceces-
sary for the information of Protestants, that the Holy Bible—Douai
version—is publiely sold for Catholic use, in the Catholie booksellors’
shops, throughout the United Kingdom and America, ns well as elge-
where; nay, even in Auckland itself, in Protestant shops, with per-
mission of the anthorities of the Cutholic Chureh ; that under the
same authority English Bibles are supplied officislly to Catholic
goldiers in ILM. army whenever they may wish to have the book; a
fact of which Bishop Cowie es an ex army chaplain could not well be
ignorant, Moreover, in & certain manual of devetion in general usc
amoung English speaking lay Catholica, there is nn expresa exhovtation
to read a portion of the Bible daily, If Mr Ashwell and Bishop Cowie
did not know of this they might have known and ought to have known -
it. Their ignorance seems culpable. On the other hand, if they were
acquainted with it how are we to explain their publishing what I com-
pluined of, or refusing to retract or make reparation for the public
wrong done. I shall send u copy of this number of your paper to Mr
Ashwell and Bishop Cowie, so that they may have an opportunity of
explaining themselves, if they see fit, thraugh your paper, or otherwise.
I ekall, moreover, send a copy t> some Protestaut friends of mina,
neighbors of Mr Ashwell, and who know of the correspondence refurred
to, and were ot a loss how to nceount for Ay Ashwell and Bishop
Cowic’s line of conduct on the oceasion. The ‘Daily Southern Croes,’
und ‘ Waikato Times,” for ressons best known to themselves, declined
to publish the particulars. Mr Ashwell, Bishop Cowie, and the newa-
papers named, are, or ought to be, the best judges of their own
conduct, and best acquainted with their own motives. I censure
them not; but leave the whole matter to the judgmont of “ those
who it may concern " among the publio.

1 should have said also, that in the Englisk version of the Douai
Bible, is prefized a missive from oae of the popes, nob only permitting,
but actually urging Catholies to read the Bible, = This may be nows
to Bishop Cowie, Mr Ashwell snd others, members of the Bibls
Society. Iu common fairness they should announce the fact on the
pluform at the next general meeting of the Bible Society in Ancklaud,
und through their “trocts” circulated in the diatrict,

The above incident furnishes one of the many proofs of the ueces.
sity of our having a Catholic press liere, as elsewhere.  Ppotestants in
England and the British colonies, up to the present date, have hud all
the power of the press in their own hands. They have used it wost
unsparingly, often most unjustly and crafiily, as in the present case,
te injure the credit of the Catholics, I'his stats of things is drawing
to n close, Tut ns it is we must yet saffer much at the bands of the
Protestant press. Qur Protestunt neighbors lave at present wealth
und numbers on their side, and thousands or millions who now goo
the labored—ofien wilful—ealumnies and misrepresentations of the
Protestant press against us will never sce the replies i the Catholic
press. 'We may suy the Catholic press as an jnstrament of power and
for training parposes nmong Enghsh spaaking Cutholics is, in our duy,
yet w ite infancy. It ss advancing, however, ta o giant's estate, anl
repidly too, and will ore long use a giant’s strength. The press, we
know, is by birth a Catholic tnstitution ; and the present Pope is «
grest patron of sound Catholic newspapers, “ Circulate correct Catho.
he information,” is his constaut advice to the HEWAPADET press, an
advice which the great London buliy of the press, in Printing-house
square, might condescond to follow with advantage t0 his own eredis
for veracity.—Correspondent,

THE INVISIBLE WORLD AND THE ‘OTAGO DAILY
TIMES'—MODERN PILGRIMAGES.
Auckland.
To me the revival of the practice of religious pilgrimages seema to in.
dicate 8 very healthy aned hopeful state of relizious sentiment througl-
out Christendom. These mlgrimnges are a sort of public ang empliatie
protest ugninst the prevalent rationalism of the period. The very
circuinstance of their being treated so often with rude and flippant-
leviry by anti-Catholic writers, such as some of those whe contribyte
to the pages of the ¢ Otago Daily Times,’ shews that they must be
strongly mfluencing in some way the public mind in favour of Qutholje
principles, Do these comic writers reslly believe in an “ Invisible
world #  If they do, and if they be possessed of commaon sense anc
politenesa (not 10 spesk uf Christian faith), they would regard and
treat the subject of Cliristinn pilgrimages rather as affording matter of
cerious and sobev investigation than of profane and 8enseless meorri-
ment, Dr. Joseph Hall, who was Protestant Bishop of Kxeter in
i641, and who wus as much opposed ta the Catholic veligion and ity
practices B3 any writer in the ‘Otago Times’ ean be, relates in Itia
work on *The Invisible World,” the following fact, which oceurre.{
to o pilgrim who had visited the shrine of St. Madern in Cernwall, 1+
the hopes of being cured of an infirmity an his limbs, under which he
had laboured for years, and whiel, to all aAppearance, seemed irre-
medisble by any human mesns whatever. Bishop Mull sssuves his
readers that he had made persoually a strict Judicial enquicy into the
A
man named John Trelittle, who for sisteen yoars was forced to walk on
his hands by reason of the close contraction of the sinews of liis legs
wns, on vieibing St. Madern’s weil and bathing in its waters, and as u
pilgrim, suddenly restored to the perfect use of hia limbs, “ 5o that,”
suys Bishop Hail, “ I saw him able to walk and get his own main-
tenance, I found there was neither art nor eohesion, The thing
cone; the auther invisible” In veference to this cass the good Pro-



