
But since then,up to the timeof the usurpationof Victor
Emmanuel, both schools and scholars had increased. And
the Pope dideverythingin his power both by pecuniary aid,
and impressing on the clergy the duty of urgingparents to
sendthrir children to school, topromote the education of the
people. "If then,'" concludes Macguire, "the educational
standard were one in eight when JMorichini wrote, it must
have approximated toonein six in 1858." In Rome alone,
he continues, 23,000 pupilsor studentsof .illagos and condi-
tions, received public instruction in the year 1858; andwith
the exceptionof some trifling feas, the wholeof the education,
from that of the lloinan Universit}' to that of the school for
the raggedpoor, was then gratuitous" To this we shall add
the testimony of Mr. Ksiy, the travelling bachelor of
Cambridge, who writing about this t'rne,— 184L— tells us
there is a school in every street in Home; and that Home
with a j opulation of less than 200,000, hxd twice as many
elementary schools as Berlin with -100,000 ;so that Home,
considering her population, had four times the numhsr of
elementary schools in Berlin, tiio model Protestant city in
educationalmatters.

Before the Sardinian invasion, there were in the Pope's
dominions seven universities. In each was taught a course
of theology, jurisprudence, plnl medicine, and surgery,
besides other branches. The universities of Home and
Bologna wereof the first-class, and in these was taught, in
addition, a complete course- of mathematics. All these
universities weresupp.ied with museums of a comprehensive
character, illustrating the various sciences;and also large
and wellselected libraries,in which were to be found works
of great antiquitynni rare value. Four of these universities
possessed each a chair of agriculture and a model f.wm.
With respect to elementary c lucation throughout the pro-
vinces, the amplest provision was made for it. InalHowjrs.

In our last issue ue promised to return to the consideration
of a leader in the 'Evening Star' of the 30th ult. The
editor of this paper deserves scant courtesy from us; he
chaiges us untruly with "distorting iacts, assorting false-
hoods, and substituting abuse for argument." Convinced
that people capable of forminga correct judgment on the
Mibject will acquit us of these gravemisdemeanours, weshall
abstain from ary further comment on this part of liis leader,
and proceed at once to meet the challenge containedin the
following sentences :—":

— " In th-at article we referred to history
to bhovv that, judged by what they have done, neither of
those churches has the slightest claim to be entrusted with
the education of children."— "Had this assertion been
ialse it would Lave been easy to have refuted it by citing the
means piopobed by thobe churches for the advancement of
p jpular eUiKuUon."

Quod 'jrattaashcriturgratis negatur. An assertion, with-
out proof may be denied without proof, is a principle of
common fc-jjso as well as of dialectics. We have no recollec-
tion oJ any proof whatever being given by the 'Evening
"Star' oi its, broadassertions. Ina generalwayhistory wns
invoked \<j oui contemporary, but there never was any
.specific rt.i.'ieuce to an author, or age, or country. The
writer iv ihe 'fctar' stated that such and such wt\.s the
teaching o. history,and there the matter was left. Under
sich circa: .sluices is it fair, is it juat, is it reasonableof the'Kveni1!^1!^ » L.a1

'
to demand of us a categoricalenumerationof

the moi'i.fc, ..'looted by the Catholic Church for the promotion
of popi.V. education. Had this writer endeavoured to sup-
port hii .. ii>'»g charge with even the semblance of proof,
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THE 'EVENING STAR'S' CHALLENGE.

we should and would have adduced arguments in detail to
refute him;but as he did nothing of thekind, wecontented
ourselves with giving his assertion,gratuitous as it was,an
unqualified denial. The onus of proof lay on him, as he
made a charge which was prima.Jade against fact. For
whatever populareducation there is in the world is for the
mostpart due to the Church; and that populareducation ia
and has been widely spreadno real student of history would
dream of denying. When, therefore, the writer had the
hardihood to makethe sweeping assertions contained in the'Star,' it was clearly incumbent onhim to state his reasons j
buthaving neglectedto do this;having abstained from even
the remotest attempt toadvance an argument;having dealt
in mere assertions,is not this writer carrying presumption too
far to say that bepause wehave not brought forward positive
proofs of theuntruthfulness of his unsupportedassertion, we
have not actedin a

"straightforward way?'
An excuse, however,mayprobably bemade inmitigation

of the severe sentence which all real schobira must pass on
the conduct and statements of the 'Evening Star.' It may
be presumed that itsconductors have never re.\d any author-
ities on history, except tho^e romances in the English
language, which have usurped that name. Genuine histori-
ans, therefbie,may be disposed toshow them mercy, for they
know not what they do.

But though the editor ot the 'Evening Star ' has not
qualified himself logically to call on us to cite *' the means
proposed" by the Catholic Church for .the promotion of
popular education,we shall doso nevertheless,ex abundantia.
We bhall begin with the Roman States, where, up to a com-
paratively recent period, the Churchhas been free to educate
the people. In the city ofHome there werein 1841, 27 insti-
tutions, and 387 schools for the instructionof the children of
the poorer portion of the public. Of these, 180 were for
infants of both sexes;94 wereexclusivelydevoted to males,
and113 to females. At that time14,157 children attended
the Elementary Schools; of these 7579 wore' educated
gratuitously, the others paid ;i verysmallpension. Of these
387 schools 49 only belonged to religious communities, fie
rest were conductedby seculars. In addition, 2213 children
received the rudiments of educationin special conservatories
andhospitals. It appears then that in the year 1841 there
were 16,373 children out of a total populationinHome of
160,000, receivingan elementary education. To these must
beadded the studentsin the uinveisities and higher colleges
of the city. "Including these with the classes already
mentioned," Macguire states that, " the student population
of Rome as compared with the total population of the city
was in the year 1h42, as onein eight."
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