
Icouldhave wished also to say tomy Irish brethren what, os onlooks at Ireland from a. distance, may perhaps be a mirage or auillusion;but it may also be i. truth and a reality, more promptly soot,by those who look from a distance than by those'who live in tho m «n.>
tony ofeverj day and the importunate presence of the common hf<which Mii-rounds them. Perhapsnoone is to quick to perceive tin-growthof (he trees about n friend's house as a visitor who comes onl\from timo to time. One conviction, then, is strongly impressed upoi..my mind. Idonot believe that Ireland was ever 6o"full of life,powerand resouice nsnt this day. Ican fully understandhow the constan.
sense ofthe many v\i\s and wrongs you daily see, may makeitbar.lto,realize this f.u-L:butIbelieve it tohe the simple truth.

1. First, was there ever any timeia the history of Irelandwhenits peoplewere so completelyunited? There hivebeeninpast timesmany interests of races, families, aud classes, which huvehindered thefusion of tunpeopleiuto one whole. At tins day they are as solidI3unitedas the people ofScotland or Yorkshire Themoral importance
ofthis fact will be estimate.! by ull who know the past history of Ire-land.

2. Nextit may wi'h ceitainty be said that the people of Ireland■werenever £.0 well or so universally educated as at this day. The
College of St. Patrick's, at Maynooth, has now, sinoe the beginning ofIhis century, wionjht its effect throughout the Catholic clergy;anumberoflesser colleges throughout, the provinces has powerfully
affected the Catholic laity.

the system: of education
nh'ch for the last thirty years has covered Ireland with nationalschools, has diffusededucation through the whole body of thepeople.Populareducation in Ireland is move widely spreadthan in EiM-lund.
What was intended to undermine the Catholic religion in Irelandhas
turned to the confirmatijnof the Faith. The mats of the people at
this day are an intelligent and educated Catholicnation;all themoreCatholic because all the moreintelligent j and thereby ablo toappre-
ciate explicitly the grounds of their faith, the notesof the Church, thehistory ofheresy, and the emptiness ofall anti-Catholic systems whichafter ages of pretenbionaro visibly dissolving every day before theireyes, Firm and icvincibloas ItvUnclhas ever beeu in.'its faith, it is

Au ancientChristian church has been discovered in the interior of
Japan.
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moresonow than ever. Everything has been,tried agairiit itj'frommartyrdom'and'pitcheaps to'e'oujyand seculareductionI'«ner^«j?ro-
/undopulchridr evetiit. Iam'old enough.to remember, the,higlidays
of ExererHall,and Irishmissions at Dingle and the.lite,;ausPri«istProtection Societies, and the new'reformation in Con'nemar^,ofwhich
the greatpublic oracleofEngland,declared that,,.if,its'progressshould
be long maintained,RomanCatholicism .would-one da/ be ap extinct
in Irelandas the worship of the Phoenicians,in Cornwall. ,But,alt
these things havegono to the limbo of theSouthSeaBubble;,atd the
people of Irelandare rising and consolidating every year in rigorous
intelligence andimmutable faith. ',

3. To this Imay add onemoresign of prosperousgrowth inIre*
land. Since the day when its peoplewere put out of their inheritance
in the soil there wasnevera time when so much land had returned
again into Catholichands. Famine and fever, and the exodus have
indeed done theirmournful work inassuring to those,who surviveor
remain abetter remuneration for their industry ;but, apartfrom this,
therenever was,Ibelieve,a time when more industry was at work }n
Irelatid, when more capital was invested, more activity of production
andexchange was in motion,and when, therefore,better returns were
secured to the employers andbetter wages to the employed. Of this
Ilately had an unlooked for and trustworthyproof. A very intelli-
gentEnglishman, who had raised himself, as he.told me, from the
plough's '.ail, went over last autumn toConnomara to see withhis own
eyes thematerial conditionof the peasantry in Ireland. Onhis re-
turnho assured me that in abundance andquality of fcod,inrate of
wages,anieven in the comfort of their dwellings,

TUG WORKr>TGM>X OF OOJTNTMABA
arehotter off than the agricultural laborers ofcertain ofour Englhli
conn1ies Itis, therefore, to me beyond a doubt tint the (Jatliolb
population of Ireland is at this moment forming to itself a eooial
organization in all its conditions of industry andcommerce, labor and
capital,and tilling up the unsightly chasm between the richest and
thepoon-st witha gradation of social classes, which must everyyear
indefinitely increase the resourcesandpower of the country. Iknow,
indeed,that the last censusshows oncamore a diminishedpopulation;
bur. when this descent has touched a certain point, emigration wiltslacken, ifnot cease, and thepopulationmust increase again.

'
4. Aud lastly,Imust say thatno one wi'hout a foresightalmost

propheticcouldhive foretold, in 1828 and 1829, tohow high a share
m the public JitVnnd power of the Empire Ireland has bsen liftedby
the list five and-forty yeirs. On this let raj speak out of my owa
ob-ervation. Iw.^sjust entering uponlife whon theCatholics ofthesa
kingdoms were admittedintoPurlian.eit. Iwellremember thepoliti-
cal conflicts from the time of Mr O'Coiinell's election for the County
of Clare. From that day to this many events andreasons hovemade
'lit- note somewhat closely the course ofour legislation;andmy clear.nd firm eonvutiouis, that at no time in thehistory ofthe English
Monarchy Las lre.and hadso wide, so vaiious andso powerfula share
vi tho Lcgi«l aurn,in the public opinion, aud the public life of the
Empire. The justiceof Englishmen has admitted Ireland to the same
legal privileges and powo sus England and Scotland;and the intelli-
gence and cncigy of Irishmen are every year converting whnt is
potential in the stacutc bot>k into actual exercise and possession. Ith
not my intPi tiun nn,v toenter upon political matters;butImast ezy
in passing that 1do not 'orgot the inequalitieswhich still

DEP'IKS-5 THB CATHOLICPOPULATION
of those kingdom*. They arenot, however, inequalities of the law,
whichi* the shik1 for nil;but inequalities ofsocial and personalcon-
liiions, which sill weigh up >:i the posterity of tlnso win were a
generation ngo under penal laws. Who would hay* believed that,
"ifter f'w-and-forty veai's

—
to Parliament— there shouldnot be ti single

I,'aiho.ic retu nrd to thr Untise of Commous by any constituency in
!t,uj;l.in;l or Scotland ? Yn'l who would believe that, of th» hundred
<uul ilvn Irish members in the House of Commons, the Catholic mam*
i>f'i %s should be only one in three to represent a people of whom the
'.itholic-s are ncirly loi.r to one? Neveitheless as Iam aware, the
I'ioto-tunt representativesof Catholic constituencies aremenof honor,
mcl through them, also, Oitholic Irelandmakes its just churns felt, so
f.ir a-i they are lib in theImperiallegisli.ture: Your G-race will cor-
rect mi' ifIbo nerror; but amInot right iv affirming th?.t Jre'and
his a public opinionnf ifcs o»", which has matured anil strengthened
in the last forty years beyond all example in the past history of the
country ? And has not thatpublic opiniona powerfulaction, through
ane.vten-NV'3 and active press, upon the public opinionof England and
upon tbe Imperial Legi-lature ? And letme add tint,inall the great
enies and towns of England and Scotland, there is response to this
public voice of Ireland whichcarries home both to the ear and to thp
intelligence ofthis country. My belief is that there is a great future
for Ireland. Ifless than fifty yearshavebrought about whatIhave
hardly touchedinoutline, whatmaynot another fifty yoars with the
accellerating ratio of improvement accomplish? When Ilook on
foreignnations, and Imay say also upon England,Isco cause for
grave foreboding. EverynlureIsso change,or wh.itmen cillprogress,
without stability ;G-Jvemmmtsandnations aremirchiug into the un-
known, without a base of operations and therefore without .a line of
retreat;without communications open for resource, or means of ro-
forming in case ofa disaster; States,Idonot saymonarchies, fjp they
havesold themselves andare morally gone, but States without faith
and therefore without God;and States without God havenostability,
because they haver.o vital coherence. They may hold toother by the
forco ofcustom for a while, or by the tenacity of interest even for a
long time;but they haveno source of life or curativo resources irj
themselves. All these thingsIsee in Ireland. You haveapeopleper-
vadedby faith, openly serving God by every formof privuto md pub-
lic duty* Youhave a religious unity in doctrine, worship unii com-
munion, whichresists and casts oil'all modem expedientsof Lititudi-
narianiam ofgodlesslegislation.

To be cincluded in ournext.

In tinsItee,someexplanationofthe unexampled spiritual fertility,ofIreland. What other race rihee the Apostles has sospread tha Faithon earth? There is at tins'hour- an.Irish and CatholicpopulationinEngland and Scotland, Canada, Australia, nad the United States,
doubleinnumberas comparedwith the wholepopulationofIreland.

THEY ABE MULTIPLYING BETOSTD ALL OTHEB RACES;
founding churches andepiscopates,buildingcathedrals;raising every-wherealtars, schools, colleges,convents;and covering the surface of
new countries,Imay say new continents, with the Catholic faith, asfervent, fruitful, andpure, as in Dublin, Tuarn, Cashel,and Armagh.Iknonnothing else like this in the world,Imay say inChristian his-tory. WhenIremember how this faith has beenpreserved,through
what sorrows and sufferings, with what a prolonged martyrdom of

generations,Imustbelievethat our Divine Master lias called the Irish1 nation to a great mission anda greatdestiny. And this comesout allthemorevisibly in this age of national apostasy. The nations havefallenawayoneafter another from the unity of theKingdom ofGod.Germany and theNorth fell first;France, andItaly,andAustria,andnow Spain,have followed. By anti-Cnristian revolutions and public
rejection ot the Vicar of Jesus Christ they have asnations ceased toboCatholic,and seembent on ceasing tobe evenChristians;butIreland,
inheart, andsoul, and will,in its privatelifeandpublic opinion, in itspopularvoice and political action, is ChristianandCatholic;with anoble pride and manly indignation at the apostasy andcowardice ofthe rations who arehiding their face from the Redeemerofthe world,
anddisowning His Vicar uponearth. With oilmy heart Ilove Ire-
land for this apostolic fidelity, for this chivalryof Catholic fortitudeandChristian love. Your Grace is at this moment, whilelam writing,
surroundedby thebishops andclergyof Ireland, de Heating the cathe
dralat Armagh. Iam consoling myself for myprivationby writing
these words,andpraying that thepromise made to St.Patrick maybe
abundantly fulfilled in all the world, and with a special benediction ontheprovince of Ulster, and uponthe faithful, fervent,generous people
ofIreland.

EdmundBurke said that, withsomechanges, theCatholicChurchofIreland, to his mind, bore the closest resemblance of any church on
earth to theChurch of the Apostles. Ifully believe this;foi\ it is the
most Pastoral Church in the world,wherepastors and flock are in the
closest bonds of confidence andlove. Where this is Christianity is in
itsprimitive purity of life. Iam not going to dwell on these topics.now. Ireland, its adversaries being both judges and witnesses, is atthehead of the nations for purity andmoral's, and freedom from ordi-nary crime. For yearsIhave declaredmy belief that Irelandis (lie
most Christian country in the world. Its Christian traditions are uni-
versal and unbroken;its people know their religion;the intelligenceof Ireland has been illuminated, quickened,enlarged by the inheritedfaith of fourteenhundred years;to your flocks Cmistian andCatholic
are convertible terms.

AN IRISHMAN WITHOUT "FAITH.is a shame to his member and to Ireland. The laity ofIreland, asIwellknow, are as prompt and clear whenCatholicdoctrine or principleis at stake,and speak as authoritatively and logically in defenceof the
Catholio religion, as if they had beentrainedina seminary. The whole
action of lush homes, Irish public opinion/ and the social life of the*nation,moulds them, not l>y constraint and unwillingly, but insensibly
and spontaneously, to the instincts and characterofChristians. MuvGod preserve this iulnr.tance ofHis grace to you. InEngland it hu-been shattered and wasted;every year mutilates more and more theremaining Chiistiun traditions of publij life and opinion among us.We can test t .is comparative difference under our own hands. TVdifference of Catholic formation between those who come to us froi ilroiund and thosf who are born of Irish parents in England is sadly
marked. The atmosphereofIreland unfolds and ripens the Catho'icinstincts of faith;tue atmosphere of England, like untimely frosts,
c'aeoks and cuts them o(F.
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