Saturday,Jannery 10,.1874:]

NEV, ZEALAND TABLET.

Ya thio I see. sume explanation of the unexampled spiritusl fertility, of
Ireland. 'What other race rincs the Apostles hns so spread the Faith
on eorth?  There is at thiis honr- an Irish ‘snd Catholic populstion in
England and Seotland, Canads, Australia, ned the United States,
double in number as compared with the whole population of Ireland.
THEY ARE &IIIULTIPL'YING BEYOND ALL GTHER RACEB;
founding churches ahd opiscopates, building cathedrals ; raising every-
where altars, achools, colleges, convents ; and covering the surfuce of
new countries, I may say new continents, with the Catholic faith, a9
fervent, fruitful, and pure, ns in Dublin, Tuam, Coshel, and Armagh.
I know nothing else like this in the world, [ may say in Christian his-
tory. When I remember how this faith has been preserved, through
what eorrows and sufferings, with what o prolonged martyrdom of
generalions, I must believe that our Divine Master has called the Erish
* nation to o great mission and a great deatiny. And this comes out all
the more vieibly in this age of national epostasy. The nations have
fallen away one after another fram the unity of the Kinadom of God.
Gef-mnny and the North fell first ; France, and Ttaly, and Austrin, and
now Spain, have followed. By anti-Curistian revoiutions and public
rejection ot the Vicar of Jesus Christ thay have as nations eensed to bo
Cutholie, and seem bent on censing to be even Cliristinns 5 but Ireland,
in heart, and soul, and will, in its private life and public opinion, in its
popular voice and political action, is Cliristian and Catholie; with n
noble pride snd munly indignation at the apostasy and cowardice of
the rations who ore hiding their fice trom the Redeemer of the werld,
and disowning His Vicar upon earth.  'With oll my heart I love Ire-
land for this apestolic fidelity, for this chivalry of Cathelic fortitude
and Christian love. Your Grace is at this moment, while I am writing,
surrounded by the bishops aud eergy of Ireland, de licating the eathe.
dral at Armagh. I am’ consoling myself for my privation by writing
these words, and praymng that the promise made to 8t. Patrick may be
obundantly fulfilled in all {he world, and with  special benediction oun
the province of Ulster, and upon the faithful, fervent, genernus people
of Ireland.

Edmund Burke snid that, with rome changes, the Catholic Cliurch
of Ireland, to his mind, bore the closest resemblance of nay chuieh on
earth to the Chureh of the Apostles. I fully believe this; for it is the
most Pastoral Chureh in the world, where pustors and flock dre ia the
clcsest bonds of confidence nad love. Where this is Chliristianity is in
its primitive purity of life. I am not going to dwell on these toptes
now. Ireland, its adversaries heing both judges and witnesses, is at
the head of tho nations for purity and morals, and freedom from ordr-
pary crime.  For years I ltve declared my belief that Ivelind is the
most Christian country in the world. 1its Christian traditions are uni-
versal and unbroken ; its people know their religion ; the iutelligesc.
of Ireland hus been Mumsnated, quickened, enlarged by the inberited
faith of fourteen hundred years ; to your flocks Chiistisn and Catholi
are convertible terms.

AN IRISHMAN WITHOUT FAITH.

isa shame to his mother and to Ireland, The ity of Ireland, as T
wall know, are as prompst and clear when Cathslic doetrine or principie
is at stake, and speak as authoritatively and logically in defence of the
Catholio religion, ns il they had boen tenined in g seminary, The whole
action of LIrish homes, Irish public opinien, and the social life of the
nulion, moulds them, not by constraint and unwillingly, but insensibiy
and spontaneouslr, to the instinets and character of Christiana. Moy
Grod preserve this inbardanee of His grace to you. 1In England it la-
been shinttercd and wasted ; every year munlstes mwore and move the
rempining Chiistian tradibona of publi: life and opinion wmMonY us.
‘We cun lest £ is comparntive difference under our own hunds. The
difference of (athiolie formation between those wlio come to us fror:
Irolund nnd those who are born of Irish parents in England s sadly
marked. The atmospherce of Ireland unfolds nnd ripens the Catho'ic
instinets of faith ; tne atiosphere of Eugland, like untimely frosts,
caeoks and cuts them off.

I could have -.shed alse to say to my [rish brethren what, 28 ou
locks at Ireland from a distaunce, may perhaps be a mirage or a
tllusion ; but it may alsn be v« truth and a reality, mare prompt'y secn
by those who look frum » distance than by those who live in the 1
tony of every duy and the importunate presence of the common hi
whiclt surrounds them.  Perhaps no one is :0 quick to pereave the
growth of the trecs ubont a friend’s house as a visitor who comes only
fram timo to tine.  One convietion, then, is strongly impressed upor.
my mind. 1 donot believe that Treland was ever so full of life, power
and resowee 18 at ts day. I can fully unlerstand liow the constun.
eense of the muny eviis ond wrongs you duwly eee, may make it har
to.realize Lhis fact: but I believe it to ho $hie simple truth,

1. Tirst, was there ever any time in the lustory of Ireland when
its people were so completely united ?  Tlere have heen in pust times
muny intereats of races, fumilies, and classes, which have hindered tle
fusion of thr people inlo one whele, At tlus duy they sre ns solidly
united as the paople of Scotiund or Yorkshire  The moral importance
i.)f ‘;:]his fuct will be estimated by wll whe niow the past history of Ire-

and.

2. Next it may with eeitainty be auid that the people of Ireland
were never 6o well or so universully educated as ut this day, The
College of 3t. Patrick’s, nt Maynaolly, lias now, since the beginning of
this ventury, wronght its eflect throughout the Cuthohe clergy; o
number of lesser collegea throughout tho provinces lins powerfully
uffected the Catholie lmry,

THE EYSTEM oF EDUCATION
which for the lnst thirtv years has covered Iveland with national
schools, hns diffused education through the whole body of (he people.
Popular educution in Ireland is mors widely sprozd than in Englina,
What was intendod to undermine the Catholie religion in Ireland has
turned to the confirinution of the Faith. The mu:e of the people at
this duy ore an intelligent and educated Cutholic nation ; all the more
Cuthohe Lecause all the more intelligent ; and thereby able to appre-
ciate explicitly the grounds of their faith, the notes of the Chureh, the
tustory of herery, und thie empiiness of atl anti-Catholie systems which
after ages of pretension nre viubly dissolving every day befors their
eyes, Firm and ievineible s Ieoland Las ever beea in ils faith, it is

| “t'ilt‘, ‘from
martyrdom ehd pitchéaps fo"soup' and’ seculut educntion " merdes pro-
Jundo pulohrisr everiit. I am’old shdusli.to remem_bgn_thp'vlplgjll_\ days
of Exerer Hall, aud Irish missions at Dingle aqd,‘lth’e_,l_ike,; Joud Pricst
Protection Societies; and tho new  reformation in Connpmipra, of which
the great public-oraclo of England. declared that, jf its progressshould
be long maintained, Romar: Catholicism wonld-one dag- be' os éxtinct
in Irelund as the worship of the Phenieians in Corawall. .Bui all
thess things have gono to the limbo of the South Sea Bubble ; atd the
peaple of Ireland are rising and consolidating every year in vigorous
inteltigence and immatable faith. v
8. To this T may add one more sign of prosperous growth in Ire.
lend.  Sinea the day when its people wers put out of their inheritange
in the soil theve was never a time when so much land had retwrned
again into Oatholic hands. Famine and fever, and the exoduos have
indeed done their mournful work in assuring to those who survive or¢

more 30 now than evor, ~ Kyorything has been tried agai

“remain a better remuneration for their industey ; but, apart from this,

there never was, I belisvo, o time when more industry wee at work in
Irelaud, when wore eapital was invested, more activity of prodaction
and exchange was in motion, und whea, therefove, better returna were
secured to the employers and better wages to the employed. Of this
I lutely had an untooked for and trustworthy proof. A very intelli-
gent Englishman, who had raised himself, as he told me, from the
plough's tail, went over last autamn to Connemara to ses witl his awn
eyes the matevia] condition of the peasantry in Ireland. On his re-
turn he asaured me that in abundance and quality of food, in rate of
wages, un Jd even In the comlort of their dwellings,
- TIIR WORKINGM+N oF CONNFMARA
are botter off than the agricultural laborers of ceriain of our English
coun'ies 1t is, therefore, to me beyond o doubt that tho @atlrolia
populution of Trelund is st this moment forming to itself a eocial
organization in all its conditions of industry and commaerce, lubor and
capital, and filling up the ansightly chasm between the richest and
the poerest with a gradation of eocinl elusses, which must every year
indefinitely incrense the resources nnd power of the country. I know,
indeed, that the last consus shows ence more a diminished population ;
but when this descent haa touched a certsin peint, emizration will
slacken, if not cease, and the population mnust increase again, !
4. Aud lastly, I must say that no ons without a feresight almast
proplietic could have foretold, in 1828 and 1829, to how high a share
m the pablic lifo'and power of the Empire Ircland hae been lifted by
the lust five and-forty years. On this lst m» speak out of my own
ob-ervation. I was just enteving upon life whon the Catholies of thess
kingdoms were admitted mto Parliane . T well vemember the peliti-
eal eontlicts from the timo of Mr O'Connell’s election for the County
of Clare. Frow that day to this many events and reasons hgve made
me note gomewhat closely the course of our legislation ; and my clear
.md Gem eonviction fs, that at no tixme in the history of the Enzlish
Monarehy Las Ire.end had so wide, so vaiious and so powerul a share
1a the Legiddurs, in the public opinion, and the public life of the
Ewmpire, The juatice of Englishmen has admitted Ireland to the samo
legu} privileges aud powe s us England and Scotland ; and the intelli-
geuee and energy of Irishmen are every year cowverting what is
sotential in the statute book into sctual exercise and possession. It is
not my inke: tion 0w to enter upon political matters ; bat 1 must say
w passing that 1 do not ‘orgst the inequalities which siill
DEPRES3 THE CATEOLIC PUPULATION
of thuse kingdom-, They nve not, howevar, inogualities of the law,
witieh 13 the same for atl; but inequelities of social and personal con-
fitong, which arill weigh npon the posterity of thaa who were a
gencration ago under peoal laws. Who would have believed that,
wter five-ond-forty venrs—ta Parlinment—there should not be u single
Catho.ic vetw ned 6o (e Mouse of Commouns by any coustituency in
Bl or Seottand P Yudd who would believe that, of the hundred
and live Irish merbers in the House of Commaous, the Caholic mem-
ners snoubik be only one in thres to represent n people of whom the
latholies are newly tour to one ¥ Nevertheless s I am aware, the
Prota-tunt representatives of Catholie constituencies are men of honor,
ek through them, also, Cithotic Treland makes its just cleims felt, s
far a- they are 1 i in the Impeciul legisinture: Your Greace wil eor-
rect me if I be n error; but am I not vicht iu aflicming that Ire'and
s a pubhe vpimon of ks owe, which has matured and strangthened
in the last forty years beyond all example in the post history of the
country ! And has not that public opinion a powerful action, through
an extensive and active pross, npon the public opimon of Eugland and
upon the Tmperial Legi-lature?  And let me add that, in cll she great
eiies and towus of Bugland and  Scotland, there is respouse to this
jaublie voiun of Ireland which enrries Tome both to the ear and to the
intellisence of this country. My belief ia that there is o great future
for Ereland. If less than fifty years hiave brought abous what I bave
bardly touched in outline, what may not another ity years with the
accellerating ratio of improvement accomplish?  When I losk on
foreisn natiens, and I moay sav ulso upon England, I seo canse for
grave foveboding, Everyvwhore I sev chunge, ov what men ¢l progross,
without stability ; Governmoiats and zations are marching nto the un-
known, without a base of oparations and thurefore without a line of
votreat ; without communications open for ressuree, or means of re-
forming in ease of a chanster; Siates, I do nobk eny monarchies, for they
have sold themselves and ace woralty gone, but States withour faith
and thersfore without God ; and States without Gad have no stability,
bscnuse they have no vital coherenca.  Lhey inay held 1ox2ther by the
force of custom for o whilo, or by the teuacity of interest even for a
loug time ; but they have no source of life or careative resvurces in
themselves. All these things I see in Iveland. You have u people per-
vaded by fuith, openly serving Grod by every form ol private wmd pub-
lic datys You have a religious unity in docivine, worshup ead eom-
munion, which resists and easta oif all modern expodients af lititudi-
narianism of godless legislation,
To be caucluded in our next,

An an-lent Christion church has been dircovered o the interior of

- dapan,



