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implied. We are quite convinced they were necessarily

implied, and are ready to leave th: point to the decision of

dispassionate scholars. Such as know history and the
meaning of words will, we are convineed, agree with us in
our interpretation. Be this as it may, we bave now made
the amende, and our readers will be able to judge of the
boasted impartiality and freedora from bigotry of the
¢ Star,” as well as of ils learning.

The ‘Evening Star’ acecuscs us of using Billin ;sgate
language. We are not going to defend ourselves fron this
etarge. The editor of the ‘Star’ iz of course a :cholar
and a truthful gentleman, and knows, no doubt, what is
Billingsgate language ; and we do not dare to dispute his
Jjudgment. We are ouly Catholics, and of necessity must
be low and ignorant! We take his decision thankfully,
and shall endeavor to improve our style Qur contem-
porary seems to be particularly angry at our having
designated one sentence from his article as bratal, With
every desire not to use the language of Billingsgate, we
are nevertheless unable, even at this distance of time, and
after anxious examination, to withdraw the word. Wabster,
who is not a bad authority on the meaning of words,
defines brutal to mean savage, crucl, unfeeling, merciless;
and we still think that a more fitting word could not be
found to designate the following sentence:—** One Church
(the Romish) for centuries had the direction of national
education throughout the civilised world, and wha$ has
been the result? Let the history of Hurope aud Spanish
America tell.  In politics, tyranny, war, and class legisla-
tion ; in social life, inequality of condition, luzury, and
degradation of the people; in seience, stagnation; in
religion, superstition.”
next week.

GERMANY.

THE telegraph announces that the German Government have culled

upon the Catholic Bishops to take an oath to observe all the laws uf
the Empire. This means that they are called upon to swear to destroy
the Ohbwurch of which they are Bisliops. A contcmporary says it will
be seen that the Government will be the stronger. * If he means thar
the Government will be sble to command furce enough to imprison

and banieh Bichops who ave faithful to thew trust, Lis is right ; but of

ko means that the Government will be able to succeed in compelling
the Bishops to teke the oath, we venture to say he will ind mimselt
mistuken. This is not the first time the Prussian authoruies inpri
soned Bishops for refusing to obey its tyrinmical laws, anil was uin-
mately obliged by the fidelity of the Cathohe populaiion to recede
from the prosecution of its violent proceedings ~ We shiall await the
result 1u the present instunce with the assurance that the Catholi
clergy and people will et as in duys gone by.

WEEKLY EPITOME.

Arropog of Catholies not acting up to their principles —Bishop
Moran ineidentally referred in the course of his sermon at 11 o’clock

Muss on Runday last, to a virevmstance which oceurved guite lutely,

A Cathole was nsked to do thas which he in prineiple as a Catholic
could not do. He refused Being preszed he gave way, and did that,
which a9 a Catholie he should not have done, Lhe sole thunks Le got
for violating faith and consclence was this—the very man who mduced
him to act against the teaciungs of the Clhurch smd waat a * soft ' L

(the Cathelic} was for domng so.

It 18 sa1d thut the Wellington © Evening Post’ is now awned by a
compsny, and that its lute pro rietor (Mr Blundel') is gomg liome in
“ould Ircland " to live at hus ease °

TrEE levee of His FEscellency the Gavernor at Dunedin wos o
failure, very few atternding.

83,772 sHaRES in the Standard Tusurnuce Compiny have been
tuken up by Otago applicants. Shares have been takeén up in the
North, but the exact nmmber csnnot yet be ascertmined, A larwe
number of rishs have ulready been accepted by the Jompany. °

138 InyIGRaNTS have arrived at Port Chalmers by the City of
Dusedin,

It baos been stated at Welliugton on excellent authority 1 at the
Hon. Mr Bathgate will shortly retive from the Ministry, wnd be
appomted Resident Magisirate for Dunedin, in place of ilr Sirode.
blr O Horke, 1t is wnderstooa, will become Mimster of Justice.

WEeLLIFGION geutlemen, Directors of the New Zealund Steam
Navigation Co., lately visited Duuedin, and were unsuccesful 1 thewr

negotiutions to buy the five stenmers now engaged in the tiade be-
tween Melbourne und these ports, but it stated that thers 15 n pruject
already set atoot for buying the snme five steumers, and the trade con-
nected with them, by a Company which will Lave its lieadquarters n
Dunedin.

MR CoLiv ALLaN, Immigration Agent, Dunedin, gives the follgw-
ing as the nationalities of tho immigrants nominated throush theo
Dunedin office from thed th to the 24th December :—English, 3% souls,
equal to 33 adults ; Scotel, 172 souls, equal to 144} adults | 1ush, 53
souls, equanl to 48 adults ; total, 264 souls, equal to 2224 adults,

316 aAppLICATIONS for nominated immigrants were forearded
frem Christehiurch by the last kng b eani

AT Beeltvn, Auderson’s ¢'ann suve w1 turn fo1 four we ke’ avushe
ing ot 348 cunues gold. Lhe Hiesy CUross gield wae 799 uvinces fro_

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

‘We shall return to this article .

7

J440 tons of stone. The Ajax Ccmpany, after 19 days’ crushing,
| yielded 238 cuiees from 200 tons of stuff,

FHE Dunedin Ulioral Society gave * The Messinh "' on Christnas
Eve in o way thut far exceeded vur unteipationa.  dthe performing
memh rs numbered uheul 80, and thvy wore aavste | by able profe:s
mongl talent  His Bxcelloney the Governor uod La ly Forsijvon wers
present.  We read that at Wellingtn the suaunl performance of
“The Wessith ” wus the greatest sm cess yet achteved by the Chornl
Suetety.  There Were over 150 performers, un L the 2udiencs nuinbered
aver 1000. The choruses, solos and orch stra were excelient. The
whole affuir went off splindully. At Auckland the Choral Society
performed “ The Messiali ” 1 magiuficent style. 150 perfornners teok
part, and the hall was erowded.

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FIC-NIC.

AN extensive pic-nic, got up for the entertainment of the children at.
tending 8t. Joseph’s Catholic School in Dunedin, was held on Boxing-
duy in the immediate vicinity of 8t. Leonards. The site chosen was a
lurge paddock kindly lent for the occasion by Mr E: F, Ward, Registrar
of the Bupreme Court, and another paddock adjoining by another
gentlemsan. A special train was [aid on for the convenience of the
party, and at an early hour in the forenoon about 500 pic-nickers, in-
cluding o large pro. wtion of adults, assembled at the Railway Station,
They were suon couveyed to their camping ground, where a large
stock of entables of n kind pleasing to youthful palates wae epread out
ot the grass, an * despatched with marvellous rapidity, Swings wers
then fastened up to the trees. and were largely patronived by the fair
seXs; while the venerable * Aunt Sally,” vounders, and football, divided
the sttention of the rougher sex. Some foot races were also started
for the juveniles, who competed for the prizes with great spirit, and
displayed amuzing strength of wind and limb A youthful violinist,
who-e performances ar concerts in Duredin have culled forth much
admirstion, wue also on the ground, and discoursed some
lively music at intervals daring the day. The Right Rev. Dr. Moraa,
accoinpanied by his Vicar-Geaernl, Father Coleman, visited the pic-nie,
, nud remainad there {or a considerable time. The fun and frolic were
sustained with spirit throughout the whole of the day, and the lust of
the holiduy-makers did not reach town uatila late hour in the evening.
Not a emngle accident ooccurred to mar the enjoyment of those who
l took part in the pic-nic, and conmdering thut it was the first affair of

* the kind orgaunised by the promoters, the result must have been satis-
| factory to all concerned.

A VALUABLE ACQUISITION.

fT1s Lordship Bishop Moran has purchased the fieehsld of Mr

M Murphy's property in the Half-wuy Bush, a suburb of Dunedin,

consisting of between 60 and 70 acres, on which standa an exvellent
| house, surround=d by well laid out and planted grounds With the
| property, therz also go the astock and farm appliances. [t is Bishop
{ Moran’s intentim to make the place a conventual establishment, and
i to remove the boarding-school from the convent at Dunedia to the
! former place. while the female dar-school tauyght by the nuns will atill
. be kep* up by them in its present place. The property purchased
from Mr Murphy consists of the houss and land formeriy belonging
to Mr Morse, and two adjuning freeholds. It is oue of the few
remaining iarge properties within thirty minutes’ waik of the centre of
the csty, vnd is a very choice selection.  Extensive additions are to be
made at once to the buildings, The grounds command views of bean-
tiful scenery, and are well sheltered, while the salubrity of the neigh-
borheod is unrivalled.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN—CHRISTMAS DAY,

On Clristmas Day, moraing services were, a3 usual, held at 8t,
. Joseph's,  Musses were celebrated from six o'clock till eleven o'clock.
¢ At the latter hour high Mass bezun Of the musicai portion of the

services, the Kyrie, Gloria, und Credo were from Hayd's Firat Mass ;
the Banctus aud Benelictus, from GounoVs; anl the Agnus Do,

from Mozart's Furst Masa. The Adeste Fuieles was sung daring the

Mass 5 and the Hallelujah Chorusat the conciusion. {he Right Rev.

Dr Moran presolhied. Large nimbsrs went to conmumon duriug the

mornang There were vespers in the evening, a d his Loedship

preached. At both services his Lordsbip strongly condemned the
ronduet of the lo.al press in making unjustifinble attacks upon the

Catholie religron,

At Juvercargill midnight Mass was celebrated by the Rav, Fither

Carden at »t Mary's Chapel. There was a very large atteadance on

the occasion.

WELLINGTON.
On Christmas morning there was hugh Mass immediately after
"midnight. Fuather Cummins preached a very eloguent sarmon.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND-—PASTORAL VISIT.

_Tue Right Rev. Dir Croke, Bishop of Auckland, has been miking a
pastoral tour in the northern districts of the proviues, accompanied
by the Very Rev, Dr. Macdonald The Iatter being a Maor scholar,
prosched to the natives on several ogcasions in their own lunguage.
At Hokanga s good many chitdren were baptised, and 2¢ Muaories
received the sacrament. The Blaories are also atated to have sung
admirably during the services.

THANKS.

Ax Auckland correspondent writes :-—The thanka of the recipients of
the handsormme suin of £15 on aceount of the stutue of the 8 ered
g, nee tendered to the Kind ladus uod gontlem-n ot Dunedin who
fyeriod theselvas to raise that amount 5y art union for a chwitabloe

, burpose at Auckland,



