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side an opportunity of following the ceremonies. On the right and on
the left, two plutforns, joined by an esplanade in stone, lead up to the
gallery, which is reached by weans of & monumental atsircase in
gramite. On the brow of the hill is sitnated the residence, with s
private chapel, hidden beliind bambaos, firs, and other trees.

Between the residence and the church, an imposing * Way of the
Cross " has been constrocted ; all the stations are in bronze, encrusted
in niches and covered with o grating. A gmdoal slope leads fron one
station to another, and the ' Way of the Cross,” begun st the private
chapel, terminates st a great cross fixed in the etone work of the
esplanade.  Ruund the mountain, canals flow in oll directions through
the rice ficlds.

On the 38th April, the Christians, though they got but a short
notice, arrived in gront numbers from all the surrounding districta ;
and, by five o'clock in the evening, I had counted upwarda of 700
barks in the slindy little conal which runs along the mountain side.
Without exaggeration, I think the number of boats present the follow-
day might bo ea'culated at 10,200 ; and if we cssign to cach eight or
ton persons, on An average, these barks represent 1,000 to 12,000
Chiistians, without counting these who eame on foot: Adding to
these the pagans, assembled from all the environs through curiosity,
the vamber of persor s who flowed into Zo.cé during those two duys
may be estimat d at from 23,000 to 35,000. And when we consider
that the vicariat does not contsin more than 80,000 Christians, we
hsve reason to look on this nfluence as a solemu manifestation,
hitherto unknown in China, of our Christisns proclaiming publicly
their religion and their devotion to the Mother of the Saviour. As
soon 88 the bars arrived, all hastened to reaeh the mountsin of the
Holy Mother. It was not without emotion that one beheld men,
women who had passed the day and night in rowing, fragile yomng
girls, and little chiidren, climbing, under the burning rays of the sun,
the steep and winding ‘pmh which leads to the private chapel. There,
gathered in groups of from ten to forty persons, they commenced to
vepeat aloud the prayers of the Way to the Cross. These pious exer-
wiscs continued from four in the morning till ten at night.

The following moming, lst May, from three o'clock in the morn-
ing, the church was crammed. Masses commenced at the three
altare in the church, at the private chapel, and at the village of Tchaug-
pon Kiao, where, for want of rcom, many had to poss the night at
Koog Tou. There were abont 2,000 communions.

At balf-past six o'clock, the masses being ended, the long
Chinese trumpets resounded, calling the pilgrims to join in procession ;
and st seven o'clock, a discharge of fireworka, accompanied with the
beating of drams, announced that the triumphal! march was about to
oommence.

Tho procession opened with six silver erosses and aix trumpets,
1hen foliowed night banners of the different congregations, borne
principally by the Christian confraternities, the streamera being held
by the edministrating members, Each banuer was followed by from

wenty th thirty fugs—white, blue, red, and violat—carried by youths
tin gurplices, chosen from the different socicties ; then, four drums
the children of the choir, twenty torch-besrers, the cross and the
clegy— The latter numbered twenty-two priesty, besides scholustics ;
Monseigneur Languillat, under & canopy, accompanied by twenty or
thirty Chioese of high rank, all wearing rosettes of various colore
peacocks’ feathers, &e.

The wuy was liued with & multitnne of bauners of various shades,
sud waving from the top of each station was a white flag adorned with
s red cross. The banners mount'ng slowly, the sun playiog in their
midst, the drume beating, the trumtpets eending forth thetr prolonged
sounds, sll those Christians praying about and chaoting the charms
aad litaujes of the blessed Virgin, the goide of the wind agitating the
banners, and the confused murmur of -t multitude like to that of a
troubled sea : that was n speciacle I And that upon a mountain, but
ten years ugo in the power of the demon; in front of an immenee
Flnin, almost entirelp pagan : certainly this was a moving sight! The

athers folt their voices tremble aad the tears Sall from their eyes ;
Monceigneur Languiliat reobbed aloud, and from the depths of all
hoarte, arose towards Mary, help of Christians, this fe. vent prayer :
™ Mother, save the Church, save France, protect us, convert Chinn.”

Mesanwhile, the procession drew up under the peristyle, and iy
the church soon the Pontifical bigh mase commences, chented through-
out in plain chant, with harmonious accompaniments. A Clinese
Father recals in a few words 1o the ansembled Christiaus the end and
#im of the ceremonies. Ir is, he snid, to honorlthe holy Moather, by
folfilling the vow made in tho name of the vicariat by the Superion of
the Mission, the R. J. Dells Corte, in Tien-Tein. The danger was
great then, aud the appreheusion greater still. Ho promised to erect
a church, if the holy Mother would proteet the vicariat., It is also
to thank her for her protection, for, thanks to her, the Kiang-Nau has
hod nothing to suffer from the couseguences of Tien-Tsin- Einally, it
in to re-establish the work of pilgrigges. [In effact, the Chinese are
very much given to this kind of devotion ; the pagans wake frequent
pilgrimages, and it is to nfford a help to she devotion of our Christians
to paerent them so noble and touching an ond.]

After high mass and the chanting of * Te Doua,,’ Mongeigneur
Eanguitlat jadvanced to the esplunade, and there, standing in the
midst of the re-collected erowd, and invokiug from Heaven the bene-
diction of the Futher of tue family, he bestowed it on all his children,
present and absent, ns also on the forty millions of pagans in his vast
diocese.

As the procession returned
munjon was distributed gne
with still mare vigor,

in the same ordes, the Holy Coni-
inew, the Way of the Cross re-cominenced
) ¢ ena' towards midday, some poor wowen arrived
fasting, having mude a Journey of fifteen or twenty leagues in order to
hare the consclation of receiving the Holy Communion,

The Christians ehowed tl-emacives generous ; they gave on that

cay more than a thovsend pisstres, that is to say, about 5,600 francs,
for the Church,

In the afternoon,

n solemn benediction of the Holy Sacrament.
again an tho evenirg,

a9 on the eve. the Way of tho Cross was

Huminated. Lmanterns, half hidden in the bambooa and firs, formed o
train of light, ending in a great luminous croms upon the esplanade.
by this ginnmering light, * Way of the Cross " was repeated saveral
times. I insist on this pointf because our Christinas have » particular
taste for this grand devotion] I:isn genoral custom in eaoh mission
to perform this devotion in common every Sunlay. Night boing
come, there arose from each bark the chant of the Rosary forming an
uninterrupled concert, which no doubt denetrated the heart of the
holy Mother and that of her divine Son.

SIGNS OF IMPROVEMENT.
AUCKLAND.
IT is a noteworthy fact that at our recent election for the Saperintend-.
ent, a drunken man was scarcely soon, Whether this was owing to
the cirenmatance that * Good Templarism ™ iy greatly in vogue here
at presont I canmot tell. The Good Templars are very zealous in the
teruperance cause; thera can be no doubt of that. I only wish 1.
could say as much for the zeol of the Catholic peeple of this plage in'
the aume causs, Bubalaa! and o lack a-day! Theoy aliow their Pro-
testant brethren to outstrip them far in that good work. This is not to
their honor considering they are the co-religionists and fellow-country-
men of Father Muthow, the great apastle of te nperenca. Ring Drink
in 8 shameless and masterful tyrant; and the the Uatholic people by
the power of the Church ought to smite Lim down Archbistiop
Manning udvises the people te * strike " aguinst the publicans, and
lock them in. 1 thinE the Good Tempiars are organising a pretty ox-
tensive “‘strike” against the publicans, and possibly the resull was tho
absence of any drunken men at last electior. But no tenrporence
movement will ever deserre the public confidence till it do what
Futher Mathew did—bring down the excise revenue oone Lalf, and
cause large distilleries to “ shud up.”—8till the diminution of public

drunkennoss speaks well for the labors of the Goad Templurs in
Aucklaad.

IMMIGRATIUN,

Tue‘ Bouthland Weekly News saya:—The present effort should be
made to secure the nomination of ns muny immigrants as possible. and
to get them out at once, thus serving the ‘double purposs of providing
for an immediate necessity, and seeuring ourselves azminst the con-
tingency of n suspension of the present excecdingly favorable terms fox
the introduction of immigranta, The satisfaction expressed by the
new comers wi_ h the country, and therr own prospects, is early bear-
ing fruit, as is evidenced by the comparitively large number of nomiaa-
tions made by recent arrivals.

The following quotation from a circular jately issued by tho
Invercargill In.migration officer, Afr W. H. Pearson, muy be of interesc
to your readera :—* The length of time this or any colony can aflord
to conduct 8o liberal o echeme is necessarily limited. IF, therefore,
you would take advantage of it, do it st once. It is unnecossary to
wait to write to your friends, asking them wlhether they will come out
—it is only loss of time. Nominating them at onde will cost yYou
nothing, not even postage, If your frionds do not ehooss to
corne umler sueh favornble eircumstances, particulurly at a time when
lsbor is in great demand, and wages for every class 5o very high, you
will have done your unty in giving them a chance, and thay wil'nog
be able to upbraid you hereafter by saying, ¢ You had the opportunity
of bringing me out free of cost, awd you di} pot.’

The Agent-Gheneral announces that eighty vessels, with 1,822
adults, will eail for the colony during Dzcember; that one wiil pro-
ceed to the Bluff; and that in Japuary there will be o vessel from,
Belfast and one from Quecnstown. That is the promise of Lrish
Immigration ; we have yet to see the performance. It may be thet
thee he will send are nominated passengers and others whom lig
cannot help sending,

NEW SOUTH WALES.
ME. PARENB ON CATHOLIC BCHOOLS.

RECENTLY {eaya the * Freeman's Journal}, when Mr Stewart brought
forward in the Assembly a motion whirh had for s object the erush-
ing out of exiatence all certified Dencminationsl schoots ai the end of
the year 1873, Mr Parkes is reported to have made the following ocom-
plimentary remarks an some of our Catholic scliools +—Ths motion
met the fufe of all Mr Stewart's motions, being negatived withont
division. The hon. gentleman rode his fahorite liwhby un tie veeasion,
and abused, as only he and Buchanan can abuse, the ladies of 8t.
Vincent's, and, in fact, all the tenching sister of the Catholie schoals,
Mr Parkes replied, and said that both the men u1d women in theed
Denominational schools were all trained teachers, who had won theip
guahifieations by their merit after 8 sovers extination.  Ilese ludies
were ull of high choarneter and education- ile hegd Ininsels visited
some of these sehools- But how they knew (he high charaeter wnd
education of these ladies was by the reports of the umpectors, who had
ne motire, whose views generully were not such as would mtine then
to-give a favoursble report of these schosls, nad of (he attendane: of
these ladies, There could be ne doubt whtever thit some of theso
ladics who had not been examined were hmongst thg most competont
school tenchers. He had before instance.d the ease of the superior
school st Bathurst—the Roman Caiho'ic Denomnatisesl sehogl--
which was beyond all doubt the best sehool in that ciby. There was
no doubt about it, that that school was most cilicient in allits bravchos.
And he rewonbered himself some Fears ago being precont ut tho cxa-
mivation of a sciool of 8¢. Vincent's Hospital, where thia inapoctors of
the Council of Edueati)n made a most favourably report upon the
public inspection of the sehicol; nul where, a3 far ns ha could lulige,
though he did not pretend to be a judye, as to the technical results, no
inspection could be more satisfuctory,

A church dedicated to St. John the Baptist haa been opened in
Biniguglia, the birth-place of the Holy Father. It is a mnamticent
Btructurs, desizned by the Pope’s arcluteet, Innocenay snd Ll ab
the sslo expenss of His Holiness,



