
Show Dates250 PRESERVING HIVE PARTS WITH PARAFFIN WAX

dry rot. Wood from the mills is often

wet, and boards should be arranged
so that there is air space between

them, but they should not be placed
in strong sunlight.

Many beekeepers today have a hot-
room for warming honey, and this

may be used as a quick means of dry-
ing moisture out of supers that are to

be treated with paraffin wax. The
hot-room should not in this case be

tightly closed, as the moisture laden
air needs to escape. A fungus may

develop on the timber if this is. not

done.
The type of trough to be used should

be large enough to hold 2 or 3 supers

resting on their sides in about 4in. of
hot wax. If the trough is large
enough, each super can be revolved
from one side to the next, each side

being soaked for about 10 seconds
before turning, and no time is wasted.
The trough itself should be of heavy
iron and riveted wherever there is to
be a joint, as solder would not stand

up to the heat. : If the trough is
raised from the ground by bricks 6in.
to 9in. high, the fire will be effective,
but the dipping should be in a shel-
tered place so that supers lifted from
the hot liquid on to a sloping sheet of

tin will be able to drain without the

wax congealing on the surface and
leaving the wood greasy or slippery.
Only a warm, sunny day should be
chosen for the dipping of hive parts
in paraffin wax. As a precaution
against the fire getting out of control

some wet sacks should be kept nearby
ready for instant use. Where a metal
trough is built into concrete great heat
is easily attained and the fire is always
completely under control. Paraffin

wax is obtainable from the main

petroleum stores at from B|d. to 9|d.
per pound in bag lots or in greater
quantities.

Because the boiling point of paraffin
wax (about 680 degrees F.) is much
higher than is normally required for
sterilising, it is suitable for re-dipping
supers and bottom boards that have
been contaminated with foul-brood.
At approximately 316 degrees F. white

vapour rises from the surface of the
wax, and this is a suitable tempera-
ture for immersing wood, but when
supers have been in contact with foul-
brood they should remain 10 minutes
in the trough. A new super absorbs
about Jib. of wax, but where supers
are re-dipped for sterilising very little
wax is absorbed. Care should be
taken not to heat the wax to near

burning point, as at this temperature
vapour is given off which may ignite
if it comes near a naked flame. How-

ever, when supers are dipped and
drained under really hot conditions so

that they drain to look quite dry there
should be no trouble with them slip-
ping when placed above each other
as hives. Also they could be painted
later with an aluminium paint (con-
taining a bitumin base) if the apiary
was to be near a railway line or where
there was a possibility of grass or

scrub fires. . .
In Southland supers dipped in hot

wax 20 years ago are still sound and
have warped less than those treated
with the more conventional paints.

An apiary in Southland subjected to summer heat and winter snows. The supers

shown were treated with paraffin wax 20 years ago and are still in good condition.

A wax trough surrounded by concrete

and over a fire box. At right is a

treated super draining on a sheet of
iron.

THE following are dates and venues of
A. and P. shows to the middle of

January:—

NORTH ISLAND
October

16 and 17 —Poverty Bay and P.

at Gisborne.

21 and 22 October—Hawkes Bay A. and P.
at Hastings. .

*29, 30, and 31 October—Waikato A. and P.
at Hamilton.

30 and 31 October—Wairarapa and East Coast
A. and P. at Carterton.

November

*6 and 7 November— Manawatu and West Coast
A. and P. at Palmerston North.

7 —Tokoroa A. and P. at Tokoroa.

11 November Thames Valley A., P., and H.
at Te Aroha.

13 and 14 —Whangarei A. and P.
at Whangarei.

*l3 and 14 November—Wanganui A. and P. at
Wanganui.

14 NovemberWaihi A. and P. at Waihi.

*2O and 21 November—Egmont A. and P. at

Hawera.

21 November of Islands P. and I. at

Waimate North.

26, 27, and 28 November— Metro-

politan A. and P. at Auckland.
' 27 and 28 November Stratford A. and P. at

Stratford.
.

*2B —Kaikohe A., P., and H. at

Kaikohe.

December

*5 —Helensville A. and P. at Helens-
ville.

5 December — A. and P. at Paeroa.

January
„

1 January—Nuhaka A. and P. at Nuhaka.

4 and 5 Januaryßotorua A. and P. at

Rotorua.

*l5 and 16 January— County A. and P.
at Wairoa.

16 January— District A. and P. at

Marton.

SOUTH ISLAND

October '

*l7 October—Ellesmere A. and P. at Leeston.

*23 and 24 —Marlborough A. and P.
at Blenheim.

24 October— A. and P. at Rangiora.

31 —-Amberley A. and P. at Amberley.

*3l October— A. and P. at Timaru.

November

5 November — A. and P. at Ash-
burton.

*ll, 12, and 13 —Canterbury A. and
P. at Christchurch.

*lB November—North Otago A. and P. at
Oamaru.

20 and’ 21 November—Nelson A. and P. at

Nelson.

21 November —Waimate A. and P. at Waimate.
21 November Otago A. and P. at Kelso.

21 November — Agricultural Society at
Outram.

24 and 25 NovemberOtago A. and P. at

Dunedin.

28 November—Motueka A. and P. at Motueka.

28 November South Otago A. and P. at
Balclutha.

December

1 and 2 December Gore A. and P. at Gore.

5 December —Tokomairiro A. and P. at

Milton.

5 December—Wyndham A. and P. at Wynd-
ham.

12 December — Peninsula A. and P. at

Portobello.

January

9 January-«Blueskin A. and P. at Waitati.

16 Waikouaiti A. and P. at Wai-
kouaiti.

* The Department of Agriculture exhibit will
be staged at this show.


