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aluminium barbed wire is used for
break fencing fields; provided the
single wire is kept tight it has been
found to be sufficient to confine stock
to breaks. Because the wire must be
kept tight, it is always strained on to
new breaks and, in fact, if no other
fencing is being done, the strainer is
left on the electric fence wire. The
electric fence unit is of light, water-
proof construction and all equipment,
including the battery, can be carried
in one hand. Square fencing battens
have been used for stakes and have
been found to last for long periods if
2in. lengths of 2in. piping are knocked
over the tops of the battens. The pipe
lengths prevent battens from splitting
and cracking when being driven into
the ground. On flat fencing 1 batten
every 1| chains has been found to be
ample.

In breaking off pasture on rect-
angular fields a start is always made
at a gate end, with the electric " wire
running at any desired angle to the
far side of the field. This gives a

triangular break of suitable size (Fig.
1). Mr. Long fences off breaks of 1/3
to . 4 acre, which have been found to
give an ideal ration for 50 to 60 cows

for 1 day’s feeding— is, of pasture
growth up to 9in. long. For the second

day’s feeding the fence is shifted so

that the angle of the fence in relation
to the gate side of the field is the
opposite of that of the first day. The
positioning of the fence is altered in
this way each day until the entire field
has been rationed off. Silage may be
fed out on the grazed breaks or it may
be fed out on any other fields which
have been completely rationed off.

With a square field a post is sunk in
the centre of the field and a fixed wire
strained from the post to the boundary
fence. The unit is then placed at the

post and the required ration of grass
is given each day by moving the
electric wire in a clockwise or anti-
clockwise direction round the field as

desired (Fig. 2).
Irregular-shaped fields can be break

fenced in the same manner as square

fields, but it will be necessary to deter-
mine the best position for the fixed
post (Fig. 3).

The main requirements in break

feeding of saved pasture are a light
and simply-constructed electric fence
unit which can be moved easily and
a system embodying the quick, easy
shifting of the break fence itself. Both

these points are important and they
are essential where a daily ration of
saved pasture is fed to dairy cows. A

light aluminium barbed wire break
fence can be shifted by one man in a

few minutes.

With the number of dairy farmers

supplying winter milk for town supply
increasing each year, more attention
must be given by these farmers to the

provision of feed for winter milkers.
Farmers use various methods for feed-
ing off saved pasture growth, but often
do not use break fencing. The system
described, which is simple and easy to

operate, could be adopted more widely;
already several farmers in the Levin
district are following it.

Federation of Young
Farmers’ Clubs

AFTER debating the subject freely
for a number of years the New

Zealand Federation of Young Farmers’
Clubs has, with certain restrictions,
agreed to allow country girls to be
admitted into clubs. The restrictions,
as decided at a recent meeting of the
Dominion Executive Committee, are

that girls are to be admitted only
where there is an insufficient number
to form a country girls’ club (the con-

stitution of the New Zealand Federa-
tion of Country Girls’ Clubs lays down
that 5 active members are the mini-
mum number needed to form a

club); that the girls are to become
“independent” members of the Federa-
tion of Country Girls’ Clubs and
“associate” members of the young
farmers’ club; that the minimum age
for girls admitted to young farmers’
clubs is to be 16 years; and that , the
club concerned may decide whether or

not it will admit girls.

Land Settlement

The federation’s land settlement sub-
committee has prepared in draft form
for the consideration of all units a

land settlement scheme based on the
land settlement policy already agreed
to in general principle by the Govern-
ment. After the draft has been con-

sidered by all units and redrafted by
the subcommittee the final scheme will
be put before the appropriate author-
ities.

Realising that the scheme cannot be
put into action until the needs of land
settlement under rehabilitation have
been met, the federation is seeking, as

a measure of temporary relief, that the
Government should put into immediate
operation a scheme whereby, for the
next 4 years, young men of proven
experience, who were appealed for and
retained in the farming industry dur-

ing the war and who can find suitable
farms, be provided with the financial
assistance envisaged under the land
settlement scheme.

Activities

The 1949. national debating contest
was won by Te Puna Club (Auckland
Council) when, at the final held at

Ashburton, Woodlands Club (Otago-
Southland Council) was defeated by a

narrow margin.
Scargill-Omihi Club (North Canter-

bury) won the first national Y.F.C.
miniature rifle shooting contest. In-

terest in the contest was keen through-
out the Dominion, 146 teams from 35
districts being entered. The winning
team scored 387 out of a possible 400
points.

The Lincoln College Old Students’
Association scholarship for 1950 has
been awarded to W. B. Browne, Upper
Hutt Club. The runner-up, S. Murray,
Cheviot Club, has been granted a

similar scholarship by the Canterbury
Frozen Meat and Dairy Produce

Export Co. Ltd.

SHOW DATES CORRECTION

Dates of the Christchurch Flock Ram

Fair shown on page 586 as February 16
and 17 should read March 16 and 17,

Fig. 1— Break feeding of rectangular or long-shaped fields.

Fig. 2—Break feeding of square fields.

Fig. 3—Break feeding of irregular-
shaped fields.
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