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This month's cover

One of the most northerly points of New

Zealand, Cape Reinga, is the subject of
this month’s cover, which has been

reproduced from a painting by L. C.

Mitchell and is based on a photograph
by National Publicity Studios. Accord-

ing to Maori lore, Reinga is the depart-
ing place of spirits, who pause there to

bid farewell before descending, by Way

of an ancient pohutufcawa tree, to a

cavern in the sea which is the entrance

to the spirit World. Pohutufyawas, which

are to be seen, often hanging precariously
from the cliffs, along much of the coast

of the North Auckland Peninsula, are

associated in the minds of New Zea-

landers with the Christmas season,

because at that time the trees carry their

masses of dark crimson flowers. The

timber has been used in boatmaking since
the earliest days of settlement.
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