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HOME GARDEN NOTES

Work for October

“Whatever we have in any sort begun wisely, it is good to finish it

thoroughly.’ —John Ruskin.

HAVING had a good start with

the vegetable-growing season,

every effort should be made to adhere

to the planting scheme as originally
decided upon before planting com-

menced. Alterations for the sake of

expediency will invariably have un-

satisfactory results.

Tomatoes

The increasing importance of toma-
toes in the daily diet warrants this

crop being given pride of place in the

garden work for October. In most
districts where tomatoes can be grown
satisfactorily outside it is advisable

to start hardening off the young plants
from the beginning of - October. If

plants are to be purchased, this

should be done as soon as convenient.

These, too, should be properly taken

care of until they are set out in their

permanent place. Because of their

removal when more fully grown, pur-

chased plants should receive greater
care in the hardening off period than

those which have been home-grown.
A sheltered part of the garden should

be chosen for transplanting, and ade-

quate protection provided against high
winds. In bright, sunny weather light
shade for two or three days imme-

diately after transplanting would be

an advantage.
As soon as the area in which the

plants are to be grown to maturity
is clear of the preceding crop soil

preparation should begin. If, at the

time of reading these notes, the land

is growing a green crop, this should

be dug in immediately. Heavy soil

will require trenching, and provision
should be made for adequate drainage.

. It is an advantage to apply the

fertiliser at least two weeks before

planting time. In the home garden
blood and bone manure is still the

safest fertiliser to use for tomatoes.

Four ounces should be distributed

along each 9ft. of row, or soz. bone-

dust. If this is done, the plant food

content of the manure applied will

be available for assimilation by the

plant earlier than it would be if ap-

plication is delayed until planting
time.

■ When the plants are to be grown
to one stem only, 12 to 14in. is. con-

venient spacing, but 16 to 18in. will

be necessary when two stems are

trained from each plant. When setting
the plants they should be placed in

the soilnot dumped down—so that

the first true leaves are just above

ground level. If more than one row

of plants are set out, they should be

separated by not less • than 3ft.

Throughout the tomato-growing areas

of the Dominion Labour Day is recog-
nised as a safe time for setting plants
in the garden.

Pumpkins and Squash
As plants belonging to the pumpkin

and squash family are all frost-tender,
it is not advisable to have them grow-

ing outside earlier than late October.
Plants for setting can, however, be
obtained by adopting much the same

procedure as that practised for grow-
ing tomatoes. A box not less than
6in. deep should be used and filled
to the top with a mixture of soil and

compost. Three seeds can be pressed
into the soil 2in. • apart to form a

triangle, with 6in. at least between

each lot of seeds. Plants grown in
this way may be treated just like

tomatoes, and hardened off in the

same manner. The day before plant-
ing the box should be soaked in a

tub or bath, so that the soil will be

thoroughly wet when the plants are

removed for setting. Considerable

care is necessary when the plants are

being taken out of the boxes. They
should not be separated, but, if pos-

sible, maintained in the triangular
form in which they were grown and

these planted in one place. To grow
this crop successfully in the home

garden nothing better can be dug into
the soil than well-rotted stable

manure, supplemented by a couple of
handfuls of superphosphate to each
lot of plants. Six feet each way is

the usual spacing between “hills” of

plants. It is possible to grow them

along the wires of a strong fence.

Rock Melons: All the above re-

marks apply to rock melons, but

these are usually planted Bft. apart.

Marrows: Marrow plants may be

propagated as advised for pumpkins,
but the special variety recommended

for the home garden—Long White

Bush—should be spaced 3ft. apart
each way.

Beans

For early production of beans

caution is necessary with regard to

the weather conditions which may

.obtain in different districts.. The

plants are frost-tender, and the

slightest degree of frost will destroy
all young growth. Cold, wet con-

ditions are also undesirable for early
sowing, and the plants will not flourish

where cold conditions prevail either
above or in the soil.

To secure an early crop seed of a

dwarf variety should be sown. Black

Valentine or Canadian Wonder Im-

proved (Burnley Selection) are suit-
able varieties; the latter is reputed to

be largely wilt resistant. Heavy
manuring is not necessary for beans,
and in ordinary good garden soil

superphosphate 2oz. to the running
yard of row will generally be suf-

ficient fertiliser. Under moist con-

ditions and in light soil the seed

should be sown not deeper than 2in.,
while in heavy soil less depth is de-

sirable. Before sowing, and with a

goose-necked garden hoe, a shallow

trench should be opened, at the bottom

of which the seed may be sown. Sub-

sequent cultivation will fill in this

trench and give the fully-grown

plants better rooting facilities.

Potatoes

Early potato crops will require at-

tention, and where wet weather con-

ditions have been experienced hoeing,
particularly for weed destruction, is

necessary. Good-sized early tubers

cannot be secured under conditions

where they have to compete with

weeds for the plant food in the soil.

Further, weed growth among the

plants prevents proper air circulation,

Something NEW in

SEED SERVICE
We have dealt exclusively for many years

with commercial growers benefit by this

experience and sow strains that you can

depend on. We GUARANTEE to supply
those strains which commercial growers
have proved most successful. Use their
experience, get their results mail your

order now for seeds of commercially tested

quality.

LETTUCE, Commercial Summer. 1/- pkt.

This is THE warm weather lettuce, growing
large, crisp heads in the hottest months.

Try it once and you’ll grow it always.

ZINNIA, Mixed Dahlia Flowered Gold Medal

' Hybrid.
Extremely large sizes and unusual colour

range, deserving of a place in every garden.
6d. pkt.
POSTAGE: Approx. 2d. pkt. extra free

on orders of 2/6 or more.

ORDER BY MAIL.

Now YOU can sow the same proven strains
with success equal to the commercial

grower. Order with confidence and send
for full details of this new seed service and
our free price list of suggested varieties.

COMMERCIAL SEED CO.
25 Waimana Ave., Northcote, Auckland.


