
433

In the Orchard and Vineyard
Orchard Notes

Spraying for the Control of Diseases

OPERATIONS in the orchard dur-

ing this and the following months

will be directed mainly to the pro-

duction of a good crop. Spraying for
the control of disease, cultivation of the

soil, and thinning of the. crop must be

given full attention, for it is upon

these operations that the health and

vigour of the trees depend, and with-

. out which best quality fruit cannot be

produced.
From this period onwards fruit trees

will be in heavy foliage and it will
be more difficult to effect a complete
spray coverage, but every part of the
tree must be completely wetted if
maximum results are to be obtained.
This can be accomplished only by at-
tention to pressure, spray nozzles,
discs, and thorough application of the

spray. Sufficient pressure to ensure

good penetration to all parts of the
tree should be the aim of every fruit-

grower.

Codling Moth

Codling moth will become more ac-

tive as the warmer weather approaches,
and unless the spraying is thorough,
complete control cannot be expected.
Spraying at regular intervals should
be carried out as the season advances

so that the growing fruit will always
be well covered.

Slight modifications to the spray pro-

gramme recommended in . previous
notes may be necessary mainly because
of weather conditions and prevalence
of disease. To guard against foliage
injury, lime sulphur should be re-

duced in strength to 1:180 with the
addition of colloidal sulphur at
strength 2:100. In many cases it may
be preferable to delete the lime sul-
phur from now on, using only col-
loidal sulphur, especially on such varie-
ties of apples as Cox Orange Pippin,
Dunns Favourite, and other varieties

1 known to .be susceptible to spray in-

jury. Should wet weather intervene

soon after spraying operations, it is
advisable to apply an extra spray
rather than risk the disease spreading
throughout the orchard.

This is the season when the apple
leaf hopper usually becomes • active.
Although the hopper may not be no-

ticed, the mottling of the foliage caused
by these insects in the nymph stage
will indicate its presence, and steps

should be taken for its control. Im-

pairment of the foliage is likely to

cause considerable dropping of fruit
at a later stage. The addition of nico-

tine sulphate to the ordinary spray

programme at strength 1:800 is effec-

tive for the control of apple leaf hop-
per.

Red Mite

Red mite not destroyed by sprays

applied during the dormant period will
become active during this month, es-

pecially if warm weather is experi-
enced. The injury caused to the foliage
by this pest is reflected in the quality
of the fruit produced, both size and
colour being affected. Its first appear-

ance may be noticed by the bronzing
of the foliage, impairing it to such an

extent that functioning powers are

greatly diminished. No effort should

be spared to rid fruit trees from the

ravages of red mite. The only spray

recommended up to this stage of

growth is summer oil at strength 1:100.

One spray will suffice if it is applied
thoroughly and the mite has not gain-
ed too strong a hold, otherwise a fur-
ther application at the same strength

will be necessary. Care must be taken

not to apply an oil spray within from

ten to twelve days after a sulphur
spray has been applied; otherwise con-

siderable damage to both fruit and
foliage will be : done.

Much damage is caused by leaf-roller
caterpillar, more especially towards the
end of the season, and it is advisable
to -keep a close watch for this pest. It

may be necessary to apply an extra
lead arsenate spray or lessen the in-
tervals between sprays should leaf-

roller. become troublesome. Reports
indicate that where lead , arsenate at

strength 11 lb.:100 has been applied
earlier in the season than is the case

with many growers, leaf-roller cater-

pillar has been kept to a minimum.

Spraying Pear Trees
.

Spraying as previously recommend-
ed should be continued during the

month and , future months for the con-

trol of pests and diseases of pear trees.

Where Bordeaux mixture is used on

some of the hardier varieties and those

more susceptible to black-spot in pre-
ference to lime. sulphur, the strength

! HESKETT SLAG
> Many soils of high-rainfall parts of New Zealand lack Lime,

> ' and contain large quantities of Iron and Allumina, which

7 rob the farmer of about four-fifths of every ton of Water-

? Soluble Phosphates spread on these soils; a Basic Slag
Z contains, among other minerals, large quantities of a non- v

i acid chemical compound known as Calcium-Silico-Phosphate :
£ which, it is claimed, has the power of unlocking these dormant

£ minerals from the soil. The phosphates of a Basic Slag
£ cannot be locked up by these soils because they are already

? combined in a form easily digested by the root acids as they .
£ need them.

; Made in New Zealand for New Zealand Soils.

f Finely ground and packed 18 bags to the ton, it is delivered

> f.o.r. Huntly, Waikato. Obtainable from Merchants and

c Dairy Companies or from the Chief Distributors—

I Arthur Yates & Co., Ltd. ;
> Whangarei AUCKLAND : New Plymouth :


