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Erosion on the "Whither" Hills

Appropriately named, the

. Wither Hills is . a large block of

hilly' country immediately south of
Blenheim. About 50 years ago this
land, it is said, was heavily clothed in

tussock, and in this condition carried a

good number of stock with , success.
Evidence of land deterioration was not

apparent.

During the last 50 years, however, a

vast change has taken place. The at-
tentions of rabbits, stock, and the fire-
stick combined have wrought an amaz-

ing transformation, so that today the
land is clothed mainly in danthonia.
Even this in parts ' •’ snmse. and

appears chary of continued existence.

!• In spite of the fact that the district

i enjoys only a light rainfall—on an

average 20 inches to 23 inches—eroding
hillsides are to be seen almost all over

the block, and an idea of the extent

and rapidity of this erosion can be

gained from the fact that within the

last three years definite changes have

taken place in the scour under investi-

gation.
Measures to counteract this tendency

have already been in operation for

several years. Firstly, the rabbits,
once plentiful, have been reduced al-

most to zero, while burning also has
lost most of its advocates. Thus, the

two factors which played a large part
in bringing about the present condi-

tion of the hills have been eliminated.

In areas where this applies, the land is

responding in that tussock growth can

be seen coming back, which is probably
the forerunner of better cover and

greater resistance to erosion. -Much of

the area is, however, so denuded that

it will be several years before sub-

stantial results can be expected from
the measures mentioned. .

D. R. WILKIE, Instructor in

Agriculture, Blenheim.

The extent to which erosion is taking charge on the Wither Hills.

Does your car use more

fuel than it should?
It is false economy to use spark plugs too r-———————————————

long. Worn out spark plugs become carbon 1
encrusted give a weak spark and the re- Sillment seals Cham-

suit is sluggish performance, wasted fuel pions against trouble-
and a car that is unpleasant to drive. In- some leakage, at the
stall new Champions every 10,000 miles. shoulder and past the
They pay for themselves in fuel savings center electrode,
alone, besides greatly improv- fivEX . ~•

„ , t common to ordi-
mg your car s performance. , ,

Distributors: nary sPark Plus s

HOPE GIBBONS LTD., \ This patented feature
Wellington, Chch., Auckland. V. ’ ik •Jl corrects rough, uneven

and wasteful engine op-
• i i: eration caused by leaky,

V 'jj' overheated spark plugs.
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Install new

Champion Spark Plugs!
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Distributors in Dunedin and Invercargill: EADIE BROS. LTD.

HAYES’ AUTOMATIC
SMOOTH GRIP

WIRE STRAINER
FOR BARBED OR PLAIN WIRE.

From Lovell’s Flat, Otago:
Dear Sirs,l have had your Wire

Strainer for about a year and feel I
would like to tell you how I appreciate
it; it is a dandy implement, so simple
and easy to. work and makes a first-
class job. Wishing you the best of luck ,
with it.

(Sgd.) R. J. HODGE.

Strainer is fitted with a 4ft. Chain, and is .
complete with Wire Key and Directions

for use. -

Price only 35/-
Sales Tax paid by us.

HAYES’ Manufactures are stocked by
All Merchants. <

E. HAYES & SONS,
OTUREHUA, OTAGO. Phone 4D


