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very common mistake arises through
the fault of viewing irrigation as , a

standby for a drought. The true value

of irrigation lies in the initiation and

maintenance of high production, to-

gether with the building up of the food

supplies and fertility of our soils. Past

, farming practices on these light lands

have resulted in the draining out of the
' inherent fertility, thus lowering the

productiveness of the farms. Farmers

have capitalised on this . fertility, and

now they must put it back.

With irrigation, not only can the

farms carry more stock, but by the

maintenance of good pastures and

clovers (the clovers are essential) and

by the passing of these pastures back

per medium of the stock to the soil,
i. the farm lands can once again be built

up. This can be done only by fol-

lowing a consistent programme of irri-

gation. Once a farmer begins to irri-

gate he must follow it through. The

cultivation entailed in constantly re-

newing (pastures is expensive, not to

mention the cost of seeds and manures.

If some of this money is now spent on

water and the farmer ensures that the

paddock does not become drought-
stricken, then not only will the pas-
tures produce considerably greater
quantities of feed, but they will also
hold for very many years longer.

(3) Control Stock
On the Pasture

k The third important principle is that
a plant lives not only by its roots but

also by its leaves ,which perform the
dual function of breathing and manu-

facturing plant food. This principle
must be kept in mind when stocking
the paddock. If too many sheep are

crowded on to a pasture and left on

too long,..the plants are severely pun-

ished, and inevitably they are weak'

' ened and lose vigour. A continuation

of this practice results in their com-

plete ruination. This overstocking of

pastures occurs too often under irriga-
tion, and again one is forced to the

conclusion that it is the result of using

irrigation as a drought measure only.

The following is a common practice,
and is essentially .wrong. Because of

drought conditions more prolonged and

severe than usual, the farmer becomes

short of feed. He turns to irrigation
as a way out, and the paddock is

ditched and • irrigated. Immediately
the grass begins to show green is

just at a stage when it is recovering
from a severe setback and requires
careful nursing—on go the stock and

they stay on. < A little later it may

Poor, run-out pasture. It does not pay to water weeds.

CARAVANCO
PATENT HANDY TRUCK

carries 4-6 cwt. with ease!
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. A Necessity on every Farm and

\
I IX\ wW Station.

V; % The . Caravanco is an electrically-
I 'X\ 'vX welded, heavy duty all-steel, handy
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truck, made specially for farmers.

& s underslung for low lift and
‘A 1 If balance with detachable side bars.

Wide steel wheels make for easy
SWtfryßgyß handling and ensure against dam-

; I aS e to paddocks or drives. Model
3030 Platform, size 30in. x 30in.,

• - takes 4to 6 gallon cream cans or

9 kerosene tins.

Price £5-10-0

Orchardists, apiarists as well as wSI y'/Sjfarmers will find the Caravanco yaiiSi
models a wonderful help. Model \j .
3015 Platform, size 30in. x

15in., carries 2 12-gallon ; cans

as well as hay, fencing posts,

manure, tools, etc- You owe it , i

to yourself to get one of these
...
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Price £4-5-0

Obtainable All Hardware Stores
N.B.— not obtainable in your district write direct to

© Auckland Caravanco Ltd., Great South Road, MANU-

REWA, giving the name of your usual dealer.


