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Farm Practice and Management

Fields Division Exhibit at Winter Show

MUCH interest was displayed at

the New Plymouth Winter Show

in the exhibit of the Department of

Agriculture. The Fields Division ex-

hibit dealt with the growing of sugar

beet for pig feeding and its compara-

tive values to all other farm-grown
crops, and also featured a number of

sugar beet crops grown this season in

Taranaki. Another feature of - the

exhibit was the new scheme for the

certification of ryegress and .'white
clover, the stages from foundation stock

right through being explained by suit-

able show cards and illustrated by
turfs and by samples of seed.

Value of Sugar Beet
In North and Central Taranaki, at

least, sugar beet is a comparatively new

farm crop, and ' its wholesale introduc-

tion was brought about by the drive

for increased production and the de-

mand for bacon by the British Gov-

ernment in its war effort. At the 1940

Winter Show a similar exhibit dis-

played crops grown in South Taranaki,

explained the preparation for, and the

sowing of, the crop, and compared its

food value with other farm crops.

From that' display and through a

great deal of publicity in the “Journal

of Agriculture,” the local Press, and

other papers, many farmers have suc-

cessfully grown the crop this season,

and in every case they are enthusiastic

as to its value as a pig food. Although
the season has been favourable 'in

every way, it is certain that sugar beet

can be grown with success in the dis-

trict. Its introduction has, indeed,
created a considerable impression, and

it is felt certain that many . farmers

will continue to grow the crop.

From the weights of the above crops
it will be seen that the leaves , weigh
very heavily, and that in two cases the

leaves are heavier than the roots. Being
of high feeding value, the leaves form

a: valuable part of the crop, and can

be pulled and fed to pigs while the

crop is still growing. Mr. W. J.

Bridgeman, Okato, has pulled and fed

leaves to sows with very good results

since January of this year.

Seed Certification
Most farmers in New Zealand realise

the value of certified seeds for pasture

sowing, and to demonstrate the new

Seven crops grown in Taranaki. this season were featured in the show

exhibit, the details of weights being as follows:-

.

1 Name of Grower. Weight per acre

of crop.
Weight of Roots

alone.
Weight of Leaves

alone.

G. H. Bell, Oakura .. .
W. J. Bridgman, Okato
O. Stockwell, Tarurutangi . .
H. C. Taylor, Ngaere ,..
Dem. Farm, Stratford
Dem. Farm, Manaia
C. J. Preston, Normanby . .
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52 tons 1 cwt.

45 tons i 5 cwt.
49 tons 16 cwt.

55 tons 1 cwt.
38 tons 14 cwt.
65 tons 17 cwt.
62 tons 6 cwt.

32 tons 2 cwt.
28 tons 2 cwt.
26 tons 16 cwt.

24 tons 5 cwt.

16 tons 9 cwt.

36 tons 4 cwt.
33 tons 2 cwt.

19 tons 19 cwt.
17 tons 3 cwt.
23 tons 0 cwt.
30 tons 16 cwt.

22 tons 5 cwt.

29 tons 13 cwt.

29 tons 4 cwt.
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Changing ©ver to CHEESE? ■

Equip your shed with the

next best thing to an ICEBERG Wf I
SPEBm COOLER TO ■

High shed temperatures do not effect your grade ‘ **•"" TiaffiS SSTThuhiu-. He

when you invest in a Speedway Cooler. There are - ;„„ 'mH
six models to choose from—immersion and chute

A FULL RANGE OF
six models to choose from—immersion and chute ==
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types (incorporating an exclusive positive water cir-

. . j • x ■ COOLERS , ees?

eulaung dev.ce).
TO FILL EVERY S

Send for FREE Booklet to:
'

r ' REQUIREMENT! j
SPEEDWAY STEAM PRODUCTS tw
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