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The position of eggs on an incubator

tray is not considered important pro-

vided the small end of the egg is not

uppermost.

(2) Turning Eggs During In-
cubation.

Eggs must be turned regularly in an

incubator if satisfactory results, are to

be obtained. If this simple operation
is not carried out the yolk rises to-

wards the top side of the egg, bring-

ing the germ towards the shell, where

it will stick and' die. To avoid this,
poultrymen turn their eggs at least

twice daily, although quite often table-

top machines are not turned for the

first 24 hours after being set. This

period allows the eggs to warm up

completely, and the temperature in the
machine to become stable.

A point which is not always realised
is that, within reasonable limits, the

more often eggs are turned the more

chance there is of increased hatch-

ability. This statement is supported
by both the results of scientific investi-

gation and results obtained in prac-
tice at the large hatcheries in the

U.S.A., . where it is not uncommon for

eggs to be turned four times daily.
Thus, where it is at all practicable,
poultrymen are advised to turn eggs
in incubators three times daily—early
morning, noon, and evening.

(3) Cooling Eggs.
There is no evidence in support of

the old-established theory that cool-

ing eggs during incubation increases
the number of chicks hatched, always
provided the incubator concerned is

efficiently ventilated. No attempt to

cool eggs in a modern cabinet machine

is necessary, as ventilation is efficient.

On the other hand, it should be noted

that during, hot weather there is a

possibility of insufficient ventilation in
some table-top machines, and in this

case the cooling of eggs will have a

beneficial effect. Cooling, in these cir-

cumstances, supplies additional fresh
air (oxygen) to the eggs, which is

essental for the developing chick, while

it also gives the machine an opportun-
ity for changing its air-content. When

cooling is practised it should be pro-

gressively increased from about five
minutes in the first week up to, say, 20
minutes in the third week until the

sixteenth or seventeenth day.

D. Temperature, Humidity and

Ventilation of an Incubator.
Upon the correct adjustment of these

three factors in an incubator largely
depends the success or otherwise of

the hatching. Incubators, climatic con-

ditions, and the room in which'the in-
cubator is < operated vary so extensive-

ly that it is unwise to lay down any

hard-and-fast rules for-' governing these

all-important factors. Each poultry-
man must in the first place act upon
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KARSWOOD
■ POULTRY SPICE ■
Increases egg-production without forcing, because' it contains ground insects, but no

cayenne pepper, etc.


