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weeds. The lucerne plants on the

left are becoming choked by grasses
and weeds, and are producing only a

small percentage of the bulk produced
by the plants on the clean stand.

Lucerne as a

Winter Feed

Many farmers now realise that
lucerne can be successfully grazed and
is providing an essential link in the

food supply of ewes and lambs. The
number of early lambs obtained from

ewes running on lucerne is increas-

ing each year, with the result that

more and more stands are being used

for this purpose. Lucerne is also

coming into its own for fattening store
lambs and old ewes, although later

in the season lambs do not flourish

as well or put on weight as quickly
as they do on rape.. The uncertainty
of the rape crop in many districts, how-

ever, mitigates against its use, and it

is well that lucerne can be relied upon

to take its place. . .

It should not be taken for granted,
however, that lucerne can be hap-
hazardly grazed—indeed, there are

many questions involved, not only on

the animal side, but also from the

point of view of the plant. For in-

stance. lucerne on heavy, rich soils

will not stand as hard grazing as will

that on light soils. Grasses, clovers,

and weeds will encroach on good soils,
and will compete to the disadvantage
of lucerne under hard grazing condi-

tions.

There are many light soils in Cen-

tral Otago which will grow very little

else but lucerne. In such cases lucerne

has been grazed “as bare as the road”

and made great recoveries. Such

stands' will maintain themselves for

years because there is little competi-
tion from other species. Under com-

petition, lucerne is not generally killed

out through the grazing animal, but

more often because it is placed at a

disadvantage with other plants, either

because they are not palatable and

are therefore not grazed, are quicker

recovering after grazing, will stand

more tramping, or will stand closer

grazing.

Rates of Seeding
The rates of seeding have an import-

ant bearing on the results. Although
excellent stands of lucerne have re-

sulted from the drilling of less than

51b. of seed to the acre, there is no

doubt that the lack of competition
factor has played a significant part.
A low seeding will give results if con-

ditions are right and if the competi-
tion from other plants is negligible,

but there are very few conditions

which would warrant the risk of sow-

ing as little as 51b. to the. acre. In

some cases where the soil is heavy
and the weed invasion (both of annuals

and perennials) is likely to be severe,

181b. to the acre may not be consid-

ered too much. Here, again, the farmer

who studies his soil conditions, : his

cultivation, and his previous results

can form a sound, opinion .on. what

is likely to be the result of sowing too

small a quantity of seed, and can guard
against doing so. .. . :

The value of lucerne as a hay crop

has been proved, and it is well utilised

today.' Under good conditions, lucerne

will give four and sometimes five cuts

in the season, and has yielded nearly
ten tons of hay to the acre in Central

Otago. In dry conditions, if a stand

of lucerne had a life of only five years
under grazing, it would still be ahead

of anything yet known in giving re-

sults on much of Central Otago’s graz-

ing lands. "V-

Attractive

SEMI-SUBURBAN GOING
CONCERN

Owner in Camp and Must Sell!

50 ACRES easy undulating land, 45 acres

in : first-class pasture. Balance crops and
rough feed, 12 paddocks, watered by town

supply. Nice 4-roomed bungalow, large sun

porch, bathroom, electric lights. Good 4-
bail : cowshed, concrete floor and yard,
manure shed, pig styes, fowl houses. Will

carry 30 cows now. PRICE £5O PER ACRE
AS A FULL GOING CONCERN, including
20 cows, 9 heifers, bull, 2 horses, foal, 2
sows, boar, milking plant, disc harrows,
harness, etc. Situated on the main tar-

sealed road, about half an hour’s motor drive
from the City. Buses pass the door. £l3OO
DEPOSIT SATISFACTORY.

Cheap South Auckland
PARTLY-IMPROVED FARM

123 ACRESAII undulating land, semi-
volcanic soil, amply watered. About half in
grass, balance rough feed. Good house of 4
large rooms, bathroom, electric lights, house
recently renovated and in good order. New
6-bail cowshed in course of erection. Gar-
age. Situated on main highway, only, i mile
station, handy school. Carrying 30 cows

and young stock at present. With further
topdressing would: i carry much more stock
than this. Owner unable to work property
to capacity, anxious to sell. PRICE ONLY
£lB PER ACRE. £650 CASH. Stock, etc.,
can be had at very reasonable valuation.
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JNO. GREY
1-3 WINSTONE BUILDINGS, QUEEN

STREET, AUCKLAND.
• Phones 43-668 and 45-062.

After hours, 63-616.

KEEP HERDS
HEALTHY
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K&w-Jmu. MILKER
Gane Low Vacuum Milking is your ;
answer to the dangers of excessive de- ,
terioration and mastitis which threaten

your herd. In the Low Line, Double
Vacuum Milker, Gane has developed a ■.
plant which milks faster and cleaner .
with a low vacuum in the milk pipe,
and provides speedy elevation and dis-
charge of milk, by an entirely inde-

pendent means. These unique features
are made possible by Gane’s invention .
of the “Loline” Elevating Pump. The ;
new Gane Low Line Milker has been ;

?■, proved 100 per cent, efficient, and is 4
backed by three years’ field experience, j

GANE Low-line Milking gives you

ALWAYS FIRST WITH THE

LATEST IMPROVEMENTS

MILKING MACHINE I
CO. LTD.,

B
GANE BUILDINGS, ANZAC AVENUE, H

AUCKLAND. g
Branches at: Whangarei, Hamilton and g.\ Palmerston North. B[
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SEND COUPON for FREE LITERATURE |
Gane Milking Machine Co. Ltd., ■

Gane Bldgs., Anzac Ave., Auckland. I
Please send me Free Illustrated Literature j
on the Low-Line Dual-Vacuum Milker. I
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