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Temporary Pasture.

Italian ryegrass, 251b.; cocksfoot, 61b.;
red clover, 51b.; white clover, 21b.; total,
381b. per acre. 1

These mixtures give ' general satis-

faction on pumice soils. The permanent
pasture . under. good farming practice

management will provide a close

sward—ryegrass dominant and white
clover sub-dominant, with a very good
development of cocksfoot (small). If

management control is lax, strong-grow-
ing cocksfoot will be dominant, with
white clover and ryegrass sub-
dominant. Timothy, crested dogstail,
paspalum, subterranean clover, and

Lotus major are; frequently included

in the permanent pasture mixtures, but

it would seem that their inclusion de-

pends largely on the subsequent utilisa-

tion of the pasture.

Under manurial treatment and pas-

ture management with the object of

securing a -producing pasture, the

competition of ryegrass, white clover,

and cocksfoot is too great for satisfac-

tory production of these grasses and

clovers, although this does not imply
that these grasses will not thrive on

pumice soils. Timothy and crested dogs-
tail, for instance, are very noticeable

in many pastures throughout the Cen-

tral Plateau area, and the inclusion

of these grasses and less ryegrass in

a mixture on areas which are not likely
to be heavily stocked and where less

manurial treatment and stock manage-
ment is given in first year or two of

establishment is worth considering.
Such pastures are very suitable for the

grazing of young stock, and, being a

class of pasture requiring less inten-

sive management than ryegrass—-

dominant—they ' can therefore be used

in providing good feed for late autumn

and early winter. Subterranean clover

does quite satisfactorily, but it is of

less value in districts of liberal rain-

fall where white clover does so well.

Time of Seeding
Where soil fertility , has been im-

proved by farming practice, spring and

autumn sowing do equally well. When

sowing on the first ploughing of virgin

land, spring-sown pastures make better

progress than autumn sowings, which

have the winter weather conditions to

contend with. Autumn sowings on

virgin lands should not be made later

than the middle of March.

Manurial Treatment

Pumice soils are deficient in phos-

phoric acid and respond markedly to

phosphate manuring, and in pasture

establishment it is essential that ade-

quate available phosphates be supplied.
Superphosphate at the rate of 3cwt. to

4cwt. per acre has proved the most

economical for this purpose. Nitrogen
is deficient in' these pumice soils, but

nitrogen deficiency is overcome by the

luxuriant clover growth obtained

through phosphatic manuring. ' '
It is usual to apply 3cwt. of super-

phosphate with the grass seed, and

frequently a second application is given
four or five months after sowing, fol-

lowed by 3cwt. each year, making , a

practice of the annual topdressing being
done in the autumn. Frequent appli-

cations in the early stages of establish-

ment appear to be definitely warranted,
and the general practice is now to sow

with 3cwt. of superphosphate and give
further applications of 3cwt. per acre

twice a year for the first two years

This method produces a dense and high-

ly productive ryegrass-white clover

pasture. This liberal application of

fertilisers may appear excessive to

those farming under different circum-

stances, but it has proved its value in

developing pumice soils..

A topdressing of 3cwt. of ammoniated

superphosphate per acre in the first

autumn of the establishment of young

pastures will strengthen the ryegrass.

Ammoniated superphosphate should

never be applied other than from the

autumn to early spring. In regard to

manurial mixtures, it is not economical

to use other than superphosphate for

the -first few years in the. establishment

and development of pastures on pumice

soils, except the . one application of am-

moniated superphosphate as an autumn

topdressing to young pastures. As

»
w Concrete lasts the years out longer than

almost any other building material known. If

/ yU Want P ermanence—use concrete. v, '
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On farm an d round the home are many

yb _J J|. JI II J*l ' J places where concrete can be beneficially
l used. Paths, yards, tanks, troughs, silos, and

%i, $ fence posts will all be more durable if made of
concrete.

F° r best results specify Wilsons Portland
Cements "Star" Brand for durability

' "Wilsonite" Rapid Hardening where speed is
v'H^7

cow-yards
’ essential and "Repello" for absolute water-

proofing.
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