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cows were removed. Up to the end

of August the number of stock having
access to the plantation was 30 calves

and three cows, and it was estimated

that two to three weeks’ feeding was

left on the bushes. Hay was also fed

each day to the cows and calves, and

at the end of August they were in a

very strong and healthy condition.

Although this plantation is small, it

can be seen that it has served a valu-

able purpose, and Mr. Coates intends

to establish other areas this spring.
Mr. W. H. Fife is very enthusiastic

about the value of pampas grass, and

altogether he has approximately four

acres of the grass well established. At

the end of August two plantations, one

three and one four years old, and

each of one and a half acres, were

being fed off with 50 bullocks, and a

one-year-old plantation of one acre

had already been fed off with 21

calves. The latter plantation should

not have been fed off until fully grown,
but shortage of feed compelled Mr.

Fife to give the calves access to it,
and he considers that many of the

calves would have died were it not
for the pampas grass. Mr. Fife is pre-

paring the site for another plantation,

and his method of establishing pampas

grass is worthy of note.

Time for Planting
Seedlings are planted in the spring

in a cultivated nursery bed, and are

left there for one year. The follow-

ing spring all foliage is removed from

the plants to within one foot of the

butt, and the plants are lifted and set

out in the permanent area, which has

been prepared beforehand. Prepara-
tion of the plantation site consists of

clearing secondary growth, spitting the

holes ..for the plants, and fencing the

area.

The best time of the year to establish

pampas grass is in the spring, when

the danger of heavy frosts is over.

Seedlings may be obtained for 35s per

1000, plus freight, and may be planted

directly in the permanent ,site or in

a nursery bed. Both methods are suc-

cessful, but much depends on how the

plantation is looked after once it is

established. For the first year, at least,
all secondary growth and grass must be

kept away from the plants. Once on

a sound footing, pampas grass requires

little attention, and, except for fenc-

ing, is not costly to establish.

The Department of Agriculture has

planted eight acres of pampas grass

on steep, unploughable country on Mr.

F. J. Fougere’s property at Tatu. This

plantation was one year old in Octo-

ber of this year. On this type of coun-

try, which is of the poorest, it will

probably take four years to reach the

feeding stage, but if the grass can be

grown successfully on this class of land

it can be grown almost anywhere. In-

spections of this plantation reveal a

fairly high percentage of strike in the

plants (approximately 90 per cent.),

necessitating little in the way of re-

placement of dead plants.

Conclusion
It is stated that more interest is

being taken in pampas grass in the
district by the actual experience of

individual farmers, and it is hoped
that this will tend to inspire many to

take the necessary steps to establish
areas of this grass. If production is to

increase and the - country in question
is to be maintained in grass it is neces-

sary to have large numbers of cattle,

and their feeding in the short periods
of the year is an all-important matter.
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