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' The following is a procedure which should give good results,,
provided the foregoing precautions are taken. The knife is already
prepared, and it is also desirable to have a bucket containing a weak

solution of a reliable antiseptic at hand. . When not in use the knife

should be returned to the.bucket of antiseptic and left there till again
required. An assistant seizes the pig by one of the hind legs and

carries it to the operator. It is usual to fix the pig with the nose

under one arm (squealing may be thus controlled), and the assistant,
holding a hind leg in each hand and seated, exposes the site of opera-
tion. The operator paints the site with tincture of iodine, or, if much

dirt-is present, swabs the site with an antiseptic solution contained in

a separate vessel from that holding the knife. One testicle is isolated
between the fingers and thumb of the left hand, the skin is firmly held

over the testicle, and an incision made from one end to the other,
when the testicle is exposed. With such young animals it is usual to

scrape the cord for detaching the testicle. The risk of haemorrhage is

very slight. The same procedure is adopted with the other testicle,
and before the animal is released in its clean surroundings the wounds

are flushed by pouring some antiseptic into them. This is. obtained

from the vessel used to contain the knife. . The knife may be returned

to this vessel until another pig is procured for the operation. Probably
a common cause of abscess-formation is the fact that the incision in

many cases is too small, and does not allow proper drainage at the

lowest point afterwards. Thorough cleanliness should be observed by
the operator throughout. ■ ;

The Burdizzo instrument is not suitable for the castration of pigs,
the scrotum being too closely attached to the body.

In the case of calves castration is usually carried out at the age'of
from two to three months. An assistant' is required to control the calf,,
whether the animal is cast or whether the operation is carried out with

the calf in the standing position. It is not necessary to use any special
means of control, provided the calf is firmly held against a fence or

something equivalent. The procedure is similar to that described for

pigs, and scraping the cord is the usual method of detaching the

testicle. ■ The cord may be severed by an emasculator, but this instru-

ment is not necessary for such young' animals. It is advisable,
however, to use it when older calves or pigs are being operated upon.
The method in which two incisions are made, instead of removing the

end of the scrotal sac, . aims at leaving a better cod,” as expressed
in butchers’ terms.

In conclusion, it is advisable for a beginner contemplating the

performance - of this operation to obtain a demonstration from an

experienced operator. The time required to operate with care and

cleanliness does not exceed that required by careless work, and the

results are much more satisfactory. . The correct method is worth

acquiring from the first, and details"must be attended to if an all-round

improvement on the lines indicated is to be attained.

■ . Ante-natal Deformity of Lambs” : Correction.— to the paragraph
on iodine deficiency in this article as published in last month’s Journal (page 296),.
the analyses of thyroids were inadvertently stated as both made from foetuses.

Analysis No. 2 was from the thyroid of a ewe which produced a deformed foetus..


