
286 N.Z. JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE APRIL 22, 1930.

WEATHER RECORDS : MARCH, 1930.

Dominion Meteorological Office.

General Notes.

March was an exceptionally dry month. Few places received half the

average fall, and no case has yet been reported where the average was

reached. North of Otago the mean deficiency was between 70 and 80 per

cent., and it is only in the southern portions of Otago and in Southland that

the departures from normal fall to moderate dimensions. Some places,
such as Auckland, Oamaru, and Westport, had the lowest rainfall ever

recorded in March, while at very 'many others lower totals had been recorded

on two or three occasions only.

As would be expected in view of the dry conditions, there was an

unusual amount of sunshine. The highest total recorded is 276-6 hours,
at Nelson; but New Plymouth had 271-6, Masterton 261-6, Auckland

257-9 hours (its record for March), Napier 252-0, Hanmer 248-1, and

Wellington 245-1 hours.

In spite of the fact that there was so much sunshine, temperatures were

again below normal, this being the ninth in a succession of comparatively
cold months. Frosts were rather numerous, and on the 27th and the 30th
were severe enough to do some damage.

Owing to the heavy rains experienced in December and January, and

the consequent luxuriant growth of herbage, the dry weather of March

did good rather than harm. There was still an ample supply of pasture
in most districts at the end of the month, and it was more fattening than

at the beginning of the year. Crops of all kinds ripened well, too, and

harvesting and picking operations were facilitated. At date of writing,,
however, rain is badly needed.

The prevailing weather during the month was of the anticyclonic type,
with its. characteristic clear skies and absence of wind. The anticyclones
moved on an unusually far southern course, and several of them were very
intense. Pressure systems in general moved rapidly and regularly from

west to east. The storm systems experienced were, with one exception,
of slight or moderate intensity only. Between the 6th and the 10th there

were showers in most districts. These occurred mainly in the southerly
winds following depressions of the westerly type which passed on the sth
and the' Bth respectively. On the 23rd a depression of cyclonic, form

developed in the Tasman Sea and good general rains seemed imminent.

But on the 24th, although the intensity of the storm had increased, its

centre moved southwards across the extreme southern extremity of the

Dominion. Rain was fairly widespread and there were a few heavy falls

in the South Island, but a general rain was missed. The depression was

preceded by strong northerly winds and followed by gales from the south-

west or west.

Rainfall for March, 1930, at Representative Stations.

No. J Station.Station. Total Fall.
Number of

Total Fall.
Number of
Wet Days.

Maximum
' Fall.

Average
March

Rainfall1

Average
March

Rainfall

A 'orih Island.orih Island.

1 Inches.T nches. Inches.Inches. 1 Inches.Inches.

I Kaitaia ...Kaitaia .. ..0-830-83 440-480-48 3'553-55

2 Russell . .Russell .. .. . .1-03I-03 77 0-620-62 3-i33-13
3 WhangareiWhangarei .. ..079079 55 0-560-56 4-324-32
4 1 AucklandAuckland . .0-240-24 33 0-21 10-21 3-033-03


