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which sets in not only defeats the end in view but also tends to cause ovarian

troubles, possibly resulting in a complete breakdown and subsequent death. The

best testimony we have of the futility of condiments for consistently stimulating
egg-production is that the high records obtained at the egg-laying competitions
are established without their aid. ■

— F. C. Brown, Chief Poultry Instructor.

THE APIARY.

SEASONAL PREPARATIONS.

October is perhaps the month when the apiarist can do most in helping his bees
to work up to full strength in time for the main honey-flow. In the warmer

parts of the country swarms may be looked for about the middle of the month,
but in the southern districts they will probably not appear until three or four

weeks later. By ist October, unless the weather for some weeks has been cold

and wet, every hive should have been examined and its condition noted with

regard to stores, population, and health.

No colony should be allowed to dwindle because it has not sufficient food
to provide for the offspring of a prolific queen. Yet, on the other hand, some

beekeepers prefer that all the old honey in the hive should be used up before the
new season's flow commences. The food-supply of the hive is sometimes an

exceedingly puzzling matter, as it varies considerably in accordance with the

weather and the strength of the colony, and only periodical and systematic
examinations can settle the question as to whether all is well with the hives in

this respect. No harm can be done by feeding good white-sugar syrup, but a

hive which is starved in the spring will probably not recover its strength till
the main honey-flow is nearly over. By the middle of October, under normal

weather conditions, every hive should have at least four frames of sealed brood,
and many will have more. Those that have fewer, unless their food-supply is

very short, should be marked for requeening as soon as possible. The apiarist’s
endeavour should be to keep his colonies as even as possible, thereby obtaining
a uniform surplus throughout the apiary.

Wherever there is a fair yield of nectar from spring flowers the beekeeper
would do well to take advantage of the warm days of the month to treat any

cases of disease which he may have noted earlier in the spring. However, no

hard-and-fast rule can be laid down in this matter, everything depending on

locality and weather conditions. In some districts it would be almost suicidal

for, the beekeeper to treat his bees in October ; in others, where right conditions

prevail, it may be carried out with ease and safety, and the bees brought into

good condition by the time a surplus may be expected. Wherever treatment

has. been undertaken the colonies should be watched in order to see that there is

no danger of starvation, and where the spring flow is not considered heavy enough
it should be supplemented by liberal feeding.

HIVING SWARMS.

In most text-books on beekeeping this kind of advice is given : " When a

swarm settles into a cluster take a light box and shake the bees into it,” &c.

This advice is all right where the bees are accommodating enough to settle into

a convenient position for the shaking process to be carried out. Unfortunately,
in many cases bees get into positions whence it is impossible to dislodge them so

easily. Sometimes they will settle on a small bush, and much of the cluster will

be on the ground. In this case probably the best thing to do is to place the box

over the cluster, and if the bees do not show much disposition to climb up into
the box they may be persuaded to do so by the use of a little smoke. When

they cluster in the centre of a prickly hedge the box. should be placed on one side
of the hedge, and the beekeeper should .puff smoke from the other side of the

hedge, and thereby drive the bees towards the box. In the event of the swarm

taking possession of a fencing-post and clustering on it from top to bottom, as

they occasionally do, the smoker must again be used, and in addition it is as well

to brush the bees from each side of the post in turn into the swarm-box with the

brush which is used for the frames at extracting-time.


