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lack of attention to these trees. Many at present semi-neglected trees could,
with a little extra care, be made much more profitable. Spraying as for pears
will materially assist towards this end.

For apples the tight-cluster spray of bordeaux, .6-4-50, is the foundation spray
against black-spot. A further spray is then necessary about open or pink cluster.
This should be lime-sulphur, 1-80, on. varieties least susceptible to spot, and

bordeaux, 3-4-40, on others. It is at this stage that the greater part of the

russet is caused ; therefore bordeaux should not be used except where spot is
anticipated. A word of warning is also necessary in regard to the use of lime-

sulphur at this stage, as when it is applied on Delicious, Lord Suffield, and

Ribston Pippin there is a tendency for these varieties to shed the fruit.

When the petals have fallen (calyx stage), apples and pears should be

sprayed with arsenate of lead, 2 lb., plus lime-sulphur, 1 gallon to 100 gallons of

water to which the milk of 2 lb. freshly slaked lime has been added. While some

orchardists argue that this calyx spray is not necessary for the control of codlin-

moth, its application should not be omitted, as. there are various other biting and

chewing insects to be considered, and if these are controlled at this stage better

.fruit results.

ELIMINATING LOW-GRADE • FRUIT.

There can be no two opinions about the detrimental effect low-grade fruit

has on the markets, and the desirability of keeping the latter as free as possible
of this class of produce. There is a variety of opinion as to how this may
best be accomplished,, but the surest method is to eliminate the production of
such fruit.

After the experience of the past season it behoves every orchardist to make

a special effort to reduce to a minimum the production of “ culls.” This is the

season of the year when the majority of the culls are made—bad weather condi-
tions or faulty spraying allowing black-spot and other diseases to get hold ; wrong
mixture or wrong time of application causing russet; neglect of insecticide per-
mitting insects to injure the fruit and cause blemish ; lack of attention to thinning
resulting in deformed and undersized fruit ; overcropping causing malnutrition ;
and lack of cultivation inducing shortage of summer moisture. The foundation

of at least three-quarters of the faults in cull fruit is laid at this season, which is
the most opportune time for checking the factors causing defects in the crop.

CULTIVATION, GRAFTING, AND THINNING.

’ ' Where spring ploughing has been delayed the work should be undertaken at

once, and the land so turned over worked down with as little delay as possible.
Continue the cultivation of ploughed land and endeavour to secure a good tilth.

Grafting may be done as the sap rises and the bark moves freely on the stocks
to be worked over.

Some of the earlier varieties of peaches will have attained a fair size by the
end of the month, and a start may be made to reduce the number of fruits carried.

This work should be undertaken very cautiously until the fruit has proved fertile

by the development of the pit. . As a preliminary to thinning of pip-fruits the
flowers should be pinched or cut away from the tops of the leader growth. All
the bloom should be removed from one-year-old wood in any case, and may with

advantage be removed from two-year-old wood on leaders of trees which are weak
in habit or health. ' ‘ , , „ ■ . •

—W. H. Rice, -Orchard Instructor, Hastings.

CITRUS FRUITS.

In cases where spring work in the citrus orchard has not yet been under-

taken this should be immediately put in hand. Manuring, digging, and ploughing
should be carried out at the - earliest possible date, followed by early spraying with

bordeaux, 4-4-40, when the majority of the. blossom-petals have fallen after the

main flowering. In regard to manuring, an application of two parts of blood-

and-bone to one part of super is recommended. The addition of a small percentage
of potash will also be found beneficial in most instances.

FIREBLIGHT.

It is noticed that there is a considerable lack of interest taken by some

growers in regard to the proper disposal of prunings taken from pip-fruit trees.


