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Due time and opportunities were afforded the participating teachers

to view the whole range of the many-sided Ruakura establishment and

its seasonal operations (or such sections they were specially interested

in) for observational purposes. Several improvements in organization
and method suggested by last year's experience were given effect to

with good results in connection with this year’s school.

The school was brought to a close by a social gathering at the

homestead, on the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Green, when

about 125 persons were entertained to afternoon tea.

The French Mission and New Zealand Agriculture. — During the stay
of the Mission in the Dominion special measures were taken by the

Department to well acquaint the agricultural representative, M. Henri

Corbiere, with our agriculture in its various branches. A series of

visits to representative farms, breeding. establishments, &c.., chiefly, in

the Wellington and Canterbury Districts (owing to the limited time

available), was arranged, Dr. Reakes, Director-General of Agriculture
personally accompanying M. Corbiere on most occasions. Special
written information was also prepared by the Department for M. Cor-

biere and the Mission generally.

■ Injurious Insects in New Zealand.—Our injurious insect fauna is

comprised not 1 only of exotic forms but also of some indigenous species
which have forsaken their natural food-supply for the more succulent

products of the settler. Of these insects 82 per cent, are exotic and

only 18 per cent, indigenous. Most of the former originated from Europe,
and a few from Australia, North America, Pacific islands, and South

Africa. The greatest number are orchard pests, but are held in check

by rigorous spraying methods ; • about 22 per cent, affect live-stock

and man, but cause no appreciable loss in New Zealand stored pro-
ducts and household goods are attacked by about 21 per cent. Field

and vegetable crops are damaged by about 19 per cent., and, although
this is the smallest group, the greatest loss probably occurs amongst
these crops, due, perhaps, not only to there being no legislation neces-

sitating the control of these insects as in the case of some of the other

groups, but also to the comparative absence of information regarding
them. David Miller, Entomologist. ■ ... .

RUAKURA HOMESTEAD (REAR VIEW).


