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of by three or four other swarms—a matter of annoyance to the man

who wishes to keep his swarms separate.
In every case a swarm should be attended to as soon as it settles.

Many people are under the impression that swarms should be left

undisturbed till nightfall, but this idea is an erroneous one. They
should invariably be placed in the box as soon as possible after the
cluster is formed, and put so that they are sheltered from the rays of

the sun.

WATER-SUPPLY.

One of the most important of the minor details of apiculture is the

provision of a constant water-supply for the purpose of assisting the

bees in brood-rearing. Not only is it necessary to conserve the energy
of the bees by having the water close at hand, but it is well to ensure

that they do not prove a nuisance at taps, cattle-troughs, &c. From

early spring till late autumn water is an absolute necessity to bees,
and they will consume comparatively immense quantities in fine

weather. It thus behoves the beekeeper to see that a liberal supply
is always available. By establishing his drinking-fountain early in the

season he will teach the bees where to go for supplies, and ensure their

always seeking the same spot for water.

WHEN TO START AN APIARY.

One of the questions most frequently asked by the would-be bee-

keeper is, “ When should I start beekeeping ? ”

Probably no time

is better than when the bees are swarming. If the beginner procures
a good prime swarm, leaves it in a clean box for three days, and then

hives it in a new hive, on new frames, with full sheets of foundation,
he has made the best start it is possible to make in beekeeping. The

leaving of the swarm in a box for three days is purely a preliminary
measure in case there is any disease in the apiary from which the

swarm is procured. By the end of. three days the bees will have

consumed the honey they brought from their old home, and at the

same time have disposed of the foul-brood germs (which are innocuous

to the adult bee), and be ready and willing to be transferred to their

permanent home to start brood-rearing in earnest.

As the bees will have become used to their box by the end of

three days, it is as well to carry out the transfer with care. It should

be done at sundown on the third day. The hive should be placed in

position, a clean sack spread over the alighting-board and surrounding
ground, and the hive-body raised from the bottom-board about an

inch or so by means of a stone or piece of wood. The box should be

firmly grasped with both hands, inverted over the sack as near the

hive as possible, and the bees dumped with a brisk movement on to

the alighting-board. One shake will dislodge the greater part of the

cluster, and the few remaining bees can easily be shaken out and the

box taken away. Be sure the queen is out of the swarm-box, and

the bees will crawl in a steady stream into the entrance—their progress
becoming more rapid as soon as the queen has entered the hive.

When the queen is safely inside, the hive body should be lowered and

the entrance slightly contracted.

It is advisable to place a feeder inside the hive. Even if the

weather is good and a fair supply of nectar available a few pints of


