
RECKLESS DRIVING.

CORONER ADVISES CARE.

At the inquest concerning the

deaths of Arthur Eglinton, Alfred E.

Penny and Frank Kidman which fol-

lowed a collision near Palmerston

North, the coroner (Mr. E. Goodbe-

here) said that it was his duty to con-

sider the evidence given at the en-

quiry as to the cause of the deaths of

the three persons mentioned, and it

was also his duty to decide on the

evidence available what blame was

attachable to any person concerned.
In the first place he complimented
the police on the full evidence they

had managed to collect, stating that

they had apparently obtained all the

evidence available. It was a most

lamentable affair that three lives had

been hurled into eternity so sudden-

ly, and if there had been any care-

lessness or recklessness on the part

of any individual it was quite right

that he should suffer the consequence.

As in most cases of the kind, the dif-

ferent persons in the accident gave

different versions, as it was difficult

for them to gauge accurately and

truly the position, and they were apt
to jump to conclusions; and for that

reason it was difficult to get at the

truth. The evidence in this case was

very difficult indeed. That given by
the surviving persons who were, in

Mr. Eglington’s car and Mr. Egling-
ton, junr., was emphatic in stat-

ing that the lights were burning in

Eglinton’s car and that it was on the

correct side of the road, while the

evidence of the five persons in

Newth’s car was that Eglinton’s car

had no light, and some of them stat-

ed that it was on the wrong side of

the road. It seemed a miraculous

thing that one car should be coming

along and crash into another car,,

even if it had no lights, and that the

first thing to be known was the crash

itself. It seemed to him that an ex-

perienced driver looking out could

not fail to see another car at least

a few yards before he reached it.

The evidence given regarding the

position of Eglinton’s car, continued

the coroner, strongly pointed to if be-

ing on the correct side of the road.

Evidence had been given by several

witnesses that that was so, and Mr.

Mitchell, who was a dis-interested

witness, and whose car was the first

on the scene, said that this was so.

He (the coroner) found that Eglin-
ton’s car was on the right side, and

that up to a minute before the crash

occurred Eglinton’s car had lights

burning. As to the speed at which

the cars were travelling, it was

difficult to come to a conclusion on

that point as the evidence varied very

much, but he . could assume that

Eglinton’s car could not have got up

such pace as it had been been at a

standstill 300 yards away. The other

car was travelling at a speed of 25

miles an hour, and probably more.

There was no other evidence of the

speed except the time taken in travel-

ling from the racecourse, but that

was not reliable as they could not

tell exactly what time the car left

Wanganui or what time it stopped
at Turakina. He did not think the
pace could have been more than 27

to 30 miles an hour right throughout-
the journey. He did not consider

that 30 miles an hour or even a lit-

tle over was excessive in that par-

ticular place, and there was nothing
to show what the pace was except
that given by those in Newth’s car,

and they were agreed that it was

from 25 to 30 miles. He (the cor-

oner) did think that there was a

failure on the part of the driver of

Newth’s car to keep a proper look-

out, as it was quite clear to his (the
coroner’s) mind that Eglinton’s car

lights were lit when he left his gate.
If the other driver had taken ordin-

ary care, he must have seen the

lights and have been prepared.
Therefore, he found that there was

some negligence shown on the part
of Newth in failing to keep a proper

look-out. Under the circumstances,

all there was for him as coroner to

do was to bring in an open verdict

that the deceased died from injuries
sustained in a motor collision at San-

son on May 20. The coronei' then

brought in a formal verdict to that

effect, specifying the dates on which

the deceased died and the injuries
sustained by them.

The coroner added that he would

like to remark on the reckless driv-

ing which undoubtedly was carried

on throughout the country and which

caused the accidents they read about

so often. To his mind, these acci-

dents were the result of recklessness

or carelessness. It was very neces-

sary that some action should be

taken to prevent reckless driving,
for if a man drove slowly and care-

fully there would be no accidents. If

the authorities took action these pain-
ful accidents that they were so con-,

stantly hearing of would be at least

minimised.

The secretary reported at a meet-

ing of the committee of the Welling-
ton Automobile Club that the City
Engineer had intimated his intention

of erecting motorists’ school signs in

the city. It was resolved that it be

a remit to the New Zealand Auto-

mobile Union that a uniform sign,

warning motorists when approaching
schools, should be prepared and sub-

mitted to the union at the annual

meeting, with the object of making
the sign of a uniform nature through-

out New Zealand.

TOURISTS AND VISITORS TO

AUCKLAND

Please Remember

A.A.A. HIRING GARAGE,
158, ALBERT STREET, AUCKLAND.

Luxurious Cars on Hire Day or Night.

Tours Arranged for Visitors.

Trains and Steamers Met.

Efficient Chauffeurs.

’Phone 2590A.

HOUSTON & MAUNSJSLL.

MOTOR REPAIRING DEPOT
BANNISTER STREET, MASTERTON.

Repairs to all makes of cars. Elec-
trical repairs of all descriptions a

speciality. Tourists and travellers

specially catered for. Your patronage
solicited. All work under personal
supervision.

BERT ATTDKEW Proprietor
(Date of Wilton and Jenkins’ Garage).

Take this 1 f
Power in ...J L

your hand f
Pick up any Bovril bottle from \

the store counter, and let it rest
..

on the palm of your hand. Then '

picture to yourself another bottle

ten to twenty times as big.

That larger bottle would correspond

to the proven Body-building Power

of the Bovril actually in your hand.

BOVRIL
The Genuine Original British Product.

Phone 1479. —

Auckland Taxi Cab Co.
MOTORS FOR HIRE

DAY AND NIGHT.
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GUY 2-TON CHASSIS
STRENGTH

EFFICIENCY
DURABILITY

The GUY 2-Tonner is the Vehicle which has proved
its reliability and economic value in Commercial

Transport. This fact is substantiated by the great

demand for our ALL BRITISH CHASSIS.

The predominant features are clean and simple
design, coupled with adequate provision for easy

adjustment and automatic Oil Lubrication to all parts.

sQuyMotors
Wj Limited JW

WOLVERHAMPTON, ENGLAND

For Full Particulars please write to

Capt HAROLD RICHARDS, 0.8.E.
Australian Representative for GUY MOTORS & KARRIER CARS

'2B, Castlereagh Street (O pp.

Moore street), Sydney.

28
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