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- HIS MAJESTY'S THEATRE.

“DADDIES.”

AN ALL-APPEALING COMEDY.

Like an oasis in the midst of
‘problem, crook and triangle plavs

. comes “Daddies” with its happy senti-
+ ment and simple appeal to human
. nature. “Daddies” was given its first
presentation at His Majesty's Theatre
on Tuesday night, and the large audi-

- ence by rheir delighted appreciation
proved - that the epirit of childhood,
the theme of the story, struck an
answering cliord in every man and
woman present. The comedy is writ-
ten around a New York bhachelors’

* club, several of the members meeting
at’ a dinner to congratulate them-
selves on keeping their vows to re-
main single. Wives and children are

. a special abhorrence to them, and
" they renew their celibate resolutions.
There is one backslider ameongst
- them who has to forfeit 5000 dollars,
- 8= he has falleh a vietim to the sister
of" his host, Hobert Audrey, a pro-
~nounced bachelor, His mother, a
sweet old lady, obsessed with a creed
“ that every man should have a home
nf -his own, suggests that if they will

. not marry thev should each adopt a
- war orphan. S0 the four of them
* - agree, and then the fun conumences.
" Dour, crusty James Crocket, hardest
- of all
that it must be a boy, has a precoci-

_ ons, . inguisitive little girl mnamed
Lorry thrust on him, who pesters him

- with. guestions and makes his. life a
regular torment, but in the end en-
twines herself round his lonely heart.
Then there is Henrv Allen, who_ has
trinlet hovs assiegned him, and Nichol-
son, whose share is a six-vear-old
small girl whose father had died in
France. Robert Audrer. determined
.to do the thing properiv, buvs a shop-

“Daddy, l've found a hairl”

. load of toys—dolls, Teddy-hears, ete.
—ready to amuse his expected little
" charge, but gets something of a shock
when she turns out to be a miss of
some seventeen summers! The
- power and guaintness of the comedy
lies in the way  each protege finds
the soft spot in the hitherto adamant
" hachelor. and is the means of con-
. verting him. directly or indirectly, to
“the. rank of benediet. It is a nplay
that ‘malkes you laugh .unrestrainedly
and yet makes vour eyes blurred at

' times with its tender appeal. As one
_of the characters says, “There’s
something about a child.” Miss

Ernita Lascelles asg the “child,” Ruth
Atkins, is the central figure in the
love scenes. and she acts with much
~charm throughout. Her emectional re-
“serve is apparent in her speech to
.lier guardian to take up the cause
of the orphans in the ravaged towns.
Mr. Herbert Ranson as Robert
" Audrey. Ruth's benetfactor, puts in
clever comedy touches that definitely
impress one, and,is artistically con-
vincing in his earnest moments. Mr.
George Bryant has a heavy burden
to bear as the protector of Lorry. and
hig handling of the little ftyrant-—or,
rather, her handling of him—is highly
amusing. “1 want my daddy,” she
gereams at every turn, and the sub-

jugation of the crotchety bachelor is-

adroitly expressed by Mr. Bryant.
Little Elvie Powrie is a delight as
Lorry. .her aptitude for acting being

to convinee,. and stipulating.

remarkable. and her masterful ways
and pertinacity with the picture book,
for instance, keep the audience in
roars of laughter. Miss Georgia Har-
vey capably impersonates the kindly
Mrs. Audrey, who sees her cherished
ideas consummated, and Messrs,
Harold Moran, Louis MacHilton and
Charles Lawrence niake up a trio.of
desirable daddies. The comedy is
mounted with commendably
taste.

OPERA HOUSE:

The change of programme on Mon-
day was greeted by a packed house;
transit difficulties being easily over-
come by vaudeville patrons.  Those
delighttul +vocalists, the Mantanas,
returned after their southern season,
their items

e

MISS ERNITA LASCELLES as Ruth Atkins
and MR, HERBERT RANSON as Robert Audrey
in “Daddies,” the charming comedy now being
staged at His Majesty's Theatre, Auckland.

ary” were given as duets, the har.
mony being excellent, while as bal-
lad soloists each disclosed a voice of
uncommeon richness and quality. Mr,
George Hdwards and Miss Rosie
Parkes gave another of their enjoy-
able Interludes, comprising humorous
dialogue, a ragtime duet, and a
dramatic moneclogue by Mr. Edwards,
entitled “The Shooting of Dan Me-
Grew.” Merry musical  fragments
were provided by Mr. George Ross,
a pastmaster in the art of entertain-
ing at the piano. The - sensational
trapeze work of the Fentons .gave
the audience any amount of thrills,
the athletic man and his slim part-
ner receiving warm rounds of ap-
plause. Princess Mysteria was at-
tentively followed through her
thought-reading seance, and the re-
mainder of the bill was in' the hands
of the Musical Carlsons (who have a
penchant for extracting. music from
all sorts of instruments, ranging
from the xvlophone to cow bells and
frying pans); Webber and Shaw, in
their popular oddments of melody
and nonsense; Kate Gourlay in Scot-

tish songs, and Ray and Olga in pat-

ter. Miss Maggie Foster, who exer-
cised such a charm with her violin
playving during her last visit, is giv-
ing additional drawing power to the
bill.

Four new acts will be presented

at the matinee next Monday. These
are the Cevenne Troupe of wire-walk:

" Tand.

‘gaod -

being well applauded,””
“Come Sing to Me” and “The Ros-

- miraculous

(aeroplanists),
singer),

Bigters
(character

the Zoe
London

ers,
Louis

and Vince and Eva Courtney (vocal- .

ists).

Messrs. J. and. N. Tait have de-
finitely decided to send their panto-
mime “Mother Hubbard” to New Zea-
This iz the -first time tiis
management has sent its Christmas
pantomime to the -Dominion, and
judging by the huge laughing success
it has achieved in Sydney and Mel-
hourne, with Barry Lupino and Jack
Cannot as the chieli laughier pro-
moters, it should have a popular run’
in New Zealand. The tour is to com-
mence in Wellington next month.

. Other artists in the company will be

Moon and Morris, the famous inter-

national dancers, and Hassan, the

animal impersonator (from Drury
Lane).

, - “The Lit-

tle Damo-

g, zel,” one of

the pieces

to he pre-

sented by
\ J. and N.
Tait's Com-
edy Drama
Players, is
concerned
with the
fortunes of
a young
"harpist in
“ the Dbijou
. orchestra of

] F—x of a none

S too select
cafe, Julie, the lady in
question, has matrimonial
designs upon one Captain
Partington, and is in a
fair way to wed him when
he makes a bold bhid tor
his liberty. Partington is
aware that the matter is
going to cost him some-
thing, as he has furnished
Julie with guite a -little
evidence suitable for pro-
duction in breach of prom-
. ise proceedings. 8o, to
avoid unpleasantness, he
pays a young and hand-
some waster £15,000 to
win the lady and take her
off hig hands. . The plan
succeeds, and all goes well

unexpectedly leaks out.

teresting developments,
= L ] . - L]

Mr. Harald Bowden is
business manager with the

playing “Daddies.”

“The Miracle Man,” the star at-
traction at the Strand Theatre this
week, is a demonstration of how a
good thought can be materialised.
The story deals with a  notorious
band of criminals operating in the
slums of New York., They learn of
an aged blind man who can heal the
sick ‘and make whole the crippled.
With the intention of utilising these
powers for their own
advancement the criminals ge into
the- hills by the sea to meet the
healer. Their transformation into
good citizens makes a most fascinat-
ing story, elemental in its simplicity,
strong in its passions.

* * " *

“I have never had a more congen-
ial character to play,” said Mr, Lionel

Walsh, the noted character actor,
“than 0ld Bill in ‘The Better 'Ole.
As soon as 1 slip into those dirty

old khaki clothes and untidy puttees
and gum on that fearful and wonder-
ful old mo’, T seem to teel the char-
acter of the sad old dog, who found
rest and peace in the trenches after
the continuous bombardment of his
wife's tongue. He is a real type, I
think, and it is only real types that
the character actor can make a genu-
ine success in, and what success I
have achieved in the part I credit
tc Bairnsfather, who must have
known Old Bill at the front.”

till the story of it quite-

Then there are very in- .

Tait Company at present -

After seeing the *“Lightnin’” Com-
pany off to Sydney, Mr. John Farrell
returned to Auckland on Sunday and
is spending a few days in Roterua
Lefore' picking up the J. C. William-
snon Pantominie Company in Welling-
L0Rn,

& * * *
Owing to the dizlocation of the
railway service on Monday, due to

heavy floods, the J. and N, Tait Com-
pany had to postpone their opening
in Auckland until Tuesday.

. L] - .

The Allan Wilkie Dramatic Com-

pany, now showing in the South
Island, open at Palmerston North on
the 21st inst., and will play “The
Luck of the Navy,” “The Rotters,”
“A Temporary Gentleman,” and
“Hindle Wakes.”
* * x *
Mr. J. L. Goodman, who was

specially engaged from Australia as
business manager for the English
Pierrots. has had thirty-five years
association with the managertal side
of theatrical work. He points with
pride tc ‘the almnst unigue fact that
some vears back he went over to
England and personally picked a com-

‘pany of 36 performers solely off his

own bat., without the intervention of
any agent. The company toured
South Africa with Durlesque pieces
and met with a large measure of suc-
Ccess, This is -Mr. Goodman’s first
visit' to New Zealand.
* ® . * *

Among the members of the “Better
'Ole” Company is Miss June Addell,
who was the Peg in the South Afri-
can production of “Peg o My Heart.”

LITTLE ELVIE POWRIE who brings
the crusty hatchelor under her spell
in “Daddies.”
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Drirection .......... J. AND N. TAIT
TO - NXIGHT TO - NIGHT,
“J. AND N, TAIT'S COMEDY DRAMA

PLAYERS
In the Taseinaling Comedy,

DADDIES.
DADDIES.

A Tlay to Capture Daddies, Enrapture
Children nd Delight Alothers.

Presented by
A SPECIALLY SELIKCTED COMPANTY,
Headed by
MISS ERNITA LASCELLES,
The Brilliant English Actress,
And
HERBERT RANSON,
The English Actor.. .
TOGETHER WITH A BRILLIANT
ARRAY OF ARTISTS,

Enlire Production under the Personal
Pirection of MTL 12 W, MORRISON,

NEXT PRODUCTION:
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PRICES: Res, Stalls and Dress Cir-
cle 7, Sialls, 8=, 60.; Gallery, 1s. 6d.
tall plus tax), Early Doors: Stalls and
Gallery, 1s, Extira,

Day Sales at Coleman's, H.M. Arcade,



