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Photographs of private moterists in
their cars, snapshots taken while on
tour, ‘'or accounts of motoring trips
and other items of interest to car-
owners, will be inserted in these
-columns if posted to “New Zealand
sSporting and Dramatic Rewew RO
Box 52, Auckland.

Mr, H, MeIntosh, city motm mspec
tor, stated in the Christchurch Magis-
trate’s Court that the 'eity by-laws
were Dbeing amended to allow a pas-
senger in be carried on the back ol
a moior eycle if a side-car were at-
tached, and if a special seat apart
from the carrier were provided.

- - - -

“It 18 not enough to have a light
on a motor cycle, The light must
be a sufficient one,”” Mr. V. G. Day,
8.M., told a Christchurch motor
cyelist who was brought before him
on a charge of riding his machine by
night without lights. “What is call-
ed the ‘bobby dodger’ is no good,”
the magistrate added.

- ) -» - -

. A party of motorists recently made
the trip between Wellington and
Auckland in a three-seater car in
excellent time, although not attempt-
ing to put up a record. The distance
between Auckland and Wellington,
via Napier, is over 500 miles, and
this was. covered in twenty-two Lours.

L » -

The Wairarapa Automobile Insur-
ance Company held a meeting at
Greytown last week., The question of
what cover to put on cars was dis-
cussed, but it is to be further con-
sidered; also the position of “first
members’” as against those joining
subsequently. Five new members
joined, Mr. Howard Jackson was
elected to the directorate. The ques-
tion of those members who have not
paid premiums for two years was dis-
cussed, but adjourned.

- [ ]

Regarding the proposed beach

patrols at New Brighton, the Mayor '

of Christchurch has received a letter
from the Pioneer Bicycle and Sports
- Club recommending that in addition
to their other duties the patrols
should have control of all traffic, and
see that a safe speed limit is ob-
served, especially in the vicinity of
the pier and those portions of the
beach where the public congregate
thickly. The Mayor intends forward-
ing the communication to the Mayor
of New Br]ghton
L 3 L}

At the last meeting of the Wai-
rarapa Automobile Association it was
decided to erect a fence at the sum-
mit of Rimutaka Hill,
the sides of that road fenced., Dona-
tions of wire for this purpose have
been received. The secretary was
elected a representative on the Auto-
mobile Union. Messrs. Elgar, Booth,
Wilson, Holmes., Benton, Stewart,
‘White, and Bunny were appointed.
delegates to the union. It was de-
cided to hold the motor trials on Feb-
ruary 12 on the Tauherenikau course.
The sum of £130 was allocated to be
divided between eight events.

[ ] L ] - L]

Their Majesties King George and
Queen Mary, accompanied by Prin-
cess Mary, visited the Olympia Auto-
mobile Exhibition. The Royal party
arrived by car with Sir Brian Godfrey
Faussett and Col. Wigram in attend-
ance, being received by Mr. Frank
Lanchester, pregident of the Society
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders;
Messrs. HE. M, C. Instone and J.
Manughfling, vice-presidents, and Mr.
A, 8. Mays Smith, hon, treasurer;
Messrs, F. R. Simms and Sydney
Straker, past presidenis of the
S.M.M.T.; 8ir Arthur Stanley and Sir.
Julian Orde, representing the Royal
Automobile Club. Miss Betty Lan-
chester presented a handsome bou-
quet to the Queen. Generally, the
King showed himself in close touch
with the motor movement, and fre-
quently enguired as to the number
of cars being produced. Few people
at the show seemed to realise that
the King is himself a motorist, and,
as a naval officer. knows a great deal
more about engineering details than
the average motor car buyer,
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A point of conglderable moment to
metorists was raised at the Auckland
Police Court, when a. charge was
heard hefore Mr. J. E. Wilson, 8.M,,
against E. C. Turner, oif driving a
motor car in Queen Street without
being in possession of a certificate
entitled to do so. The
evidence showed that the car was
being driven by Mr. Turnrer under the
supervision of the traffic inspector,
who was testing his efficiency to drive
hefore granting a certificate. The
provisions of the latter specify that

_the: driver must be able to handle a
wcar efficiently amongst traffic,

and
Queen Street is invariably chosen as
part of the testing ground. For the
vefosnee, Mr. Towle pointed out tha
anomaly of the by-law that anyone
gualifying for
cally invited into the forbidden area,
and then iaid himself open to prose-
cutlon. The magistrate agreed that

‘equalities, one marvels.

a license was practi--

Few motorists have ever driven in
a motor car chassis minus mudguards;
if they had they would be amazed at
what they see on a day’s run cut on
the open road, As one- watches the
flexing and jolting of the front
springs, the chattering action of the
front axle, the jumping and bumping
ot the front wheels over the road in-
Then- turn-
ing round to see what's happening
at the rear of the chassis at 25 miles
an hour over an ordinary give-and-
take country road. In a whirl of
dust, the <wheels, springs, driving
shaft, are all in violent action. The
tvres pound the road—on the ground,
then off it—the springs are alive
doing work that amazes one. How
light strips of steel ean stand up to
such terrific work is astounding.
How the comparatively light shackles
and holts lhold up against such bar-
barous treatment is, to say the least,
remarkable. The differential and

Mr. Hugh Gillies, of Masterton, who
wag judging at the Nuhaka Show,
sustained a bereavement wlile on
the show ground, his son, Mr. Norman
(illies, having been thrown from a
high-powered motor cycle near San-
don. The body was found by the side
of the road with a fractured skull.
Marks on the road indicated that the
eyele (which was last seen travelling
at a very rapid rate) had skidded.
The deceased had only recently re-
turned from active service.

- » - - -

An extremely large shipment of
motor cars was contained in the
Gharinda, unloaded at Lyttelton last

week. There were about 110 motor
cars for Christchurch, as well as
“about the same number of motor

cycles, In addition there was a small
number ot motor tractors and a large

amount of motor car and cycle-parts -

and machinery.

. THE RUINS OF CRAIGMILLER CASTLE, A FEW MILES FROM EDINBURGH, THE FAVOURITE RESI-
DENGE OF QUEEN MARY OF SCOTLAND.

it was :in the interests of the motor-
ists and public that the driver should
demonstrate his ability amongst traf-
fie, and recommended the withdrawal
of the case, and this the sub-inspector
consented -to. The traflic inspector
pointed out that it was the universal
practice to test those qualifying for
their certificate in busy thorough-
fares, and mentioned that of about
8000 cases he had put through he had
found it necessary on only about a
dozen cases to defer the sanction of
the license. )
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The excessive speed at which
many motor cars and motor cycles

are driven in the Mount Albert dis-
trict was commented on at a meeting
of the Mount Albert Borough Coun-
cil, The council zsgreed that such a
speed constituted a menace to public
safety,” and - resolved to request the
police to watch for the offenders.
| ] » [ ] -

. Fast times are being 1"egiste1'ed on

the American motor speedways these
days. Ore of the latest registered is
100 miles on a Harley-Davidson motor
cycle, ridden by Burns, a Californian,
in 67 minutes 57 seconds, a sustained
speed of 88 miles per hour, This
performance was registered in com-
petition. Other fine rides at the
same sports meeting held on the
Sheepshead Bay track, New York,
were: 2 miles in 71 3-bsec., and 50
miles in 32min. 57 2-5sec. From the
look of things it will not be long be-
fore 100 miles is accomplished in an
hour on a motor cycle. The late
Percy Lambert (England) was the
first ecarist to eram 100 miles into the
hour, driving a 25 h.p. Talbot 103
miles 1470 yards in 60 minutes on
Brooklands track in February, 1913,

back axle are thumping about, whilst

_the driving shatt, flexing in its uni-

versal joints, silently transmits its

* power with a slight purr through to
. the pair of Dunlop tyres on the driv-

ing wheels. That cotton and rubber
can withstand such aection, plus the

" strain of transmitting the drive, . and

stand it for thousands of miles, is
incredible. Yet that is what goes on
all the time you are motoring, only
it is masked under the mudguards.
What an object lesson such a drive
is! It is a pity all motorists could
not have the experience—if they did
there would not be so much tast driv-
ing over bumpy road surfaces, and
cert&inly less complaint when springs
break and tyres wear out. .
[ ] L] - »

One of the cutstanding features of
the recent Olympia Motor Car Show
in London was the obvious decrease
in the purchasing power of money.
Chassis worth £600 before the war
are .now nearly double the money,
and the same with the lower-priced
carg, It {s not only the chassis that
ig bringing such big figures, for the
prices gquoted for some of the best
of the bodies is astounding. Fancy
£1160 heing asked for a coupe bedy,
and motorists rushing the makers for
replicas of it! Yet it’s a fact. The
price of this body is about what one
could buy a Rolls-Royce chassis for
before the - war. Truly the world
holds many surprises.

A NECESSITY.

When you wake up with a parched
tongue or a dry throat you will find a
teaspoonful of Fluenzol (momentarily

. gargled and swallowed) most soothing.

Fluenzol {1/6 and 2/6) allays inflam-
mation in the throat or nose and cools
the systemm by dispelling fever germs,
Invaluable and quite harmless for rest-
less children. . 11

At the Cook Hospital Board's last
meeting a letter was received from
Mr. H, E. Hill {the acting-coroner)
with reference to the recent fatal
accident on the Kaiti beach. The let-

.ter pointed out that a horse-drawn

vehicle was the only ambulance avail-
able, and as the occasion was a holi-
day there were no horses ahout, and
the injured man had to be taken 1o
the hospital in an ordinary car. The
cororner at the inquest forwarded the
following rider to the jury’s verdict
to the board: "“That in the opinion
of the jury, after hearing the evi-
dence, there should be a motor ambu-
lance in Gisborne, as the horse con-
vevance is too slow,” The ecoroner
added that the matter seemed to be
one of urgent public necessity. Mr.
Humphreys pointed out that the board
wag negotiating for a& motor ambu-
lance, and was noi{ overlooking the
matter. He was of the opinion that
a horse should be kept at the stable
handy in case of an urgent call in
the meantime, even if it meant extra
cost to the board. Mr, MeCiiskie
supported the suggestion of the for-
mer speaker. AMr. Coleman suggest-
ed that the new moter ambulance
should be kept In the fire station,
where it would be ready at all hours
to go out without delay, Mr. DeCosta
moved that the letter be replied to,
pointing out that the motor ambulance
was being secured and the matter
had been before the board for the
past two years; also pointing out
that the board was making arrange-
ments for a horse to be kept at the
stables, especially for the ambulance,
Mr. Tombleson mentioned a “trailer
ambulance,” which could be hitched
behind any ordinary car, and which
was used on the war fronts during
the period of the war, Mr. DeCosta’s
motion wag carried. :




