
THE OLD ENGLISH INN.

The typical old English inn was at

its very best when “Pickwick” burst

upon a delighted world. It had come

gradually into existence as a byword

for comfort and generous hospitality,

during „a period of about 130 years,

and by about 1832 had attained full

perfection. The reason for the growth

of inns during that period, you ask.

The growth was due to the rise of

the coaching era. . Soon after 1700

the age of coaching may be said to

have begun, and travelling by stage

coach, and afterwards by mail, by

degrees brought life upon many a

road once lonely, necessitating in turn

accommodation for weary travellers.

In 1825 opened the golden age of

coaching, and great was the prosper-

ity which attended it until the ’for-

ties, when railways quenched road

travel and ruined many a fine old

inn. Travellers in those days still

merited their name, which, deriving

as it does from “travailleur,” indicates

something of the difficulties and pe-

rils of getting about in what some

people still style the “good old

times,” and when they came to their

inns they not only sought ease, but

expected that good and extensive

feeding of which they stood in need

after many hours’ exposure to the

open air and possibly to the rigours
of severe weather. For these and

other reasons our ancestors were

the valiant trenchermen we read of

in “Pickwick,” and, indeed, in the

literature of the age in general. We

could not, if we tried, compete with

them in their feats ,at table; but we

do not make the attempt—we, in fact,
think them not a little gross. I do

not know where, in these very differ-

ent days, you would find such monu-

mental sideboards, such stupendous
sirloins of beer, or such monstrous

cheeses as used to decorate the din-

ing rooms of those old inns; while as

for the punch, the rum-and-milk, the

port, and the ale which flowed so

abundantly, they have dwindled away

to very small proportions in the es-

timates of modern hotel life. What

would Mr Pickwick say if he could

see the position occupied by mineral

and other waters at the modern fes-

tive board? Imagination halts aghast
at the thought of it.—Mr. C. G. Har-

per in the “Autocar.”

PAT AND THE MONKS.

A gentleman, travelling through one

of the country parts of Irelaid, said

to his “jarvey’:—“Pull up at the next

inn Pat; we’ll have some refresh-

ment." In the parlour, when asked

what he would take to drink, Pat

replied: —

“Sure, I’ll have the same as yer

honor does.”

“Well, I’m going to have a glass of

chartreuse,” said his fare.
“Then I’ll have the same, sor,” said

Pat.

During the waiter’s absence the

traveller explained to Pat how the

liqueur they had ordered was made

by the famous monks of Chartreuse.

Two tiny liqueur glasses were then

placed before them, and Pat disposed
of the contents of his in one gulp.

Traveller; “Well, Pat, what do you
think of it?”

Pat: “And was that stuff made by
the monks?”

Traveller: “Yes, Pat, by the good
monks of Chartreuse.”

Pat (smacking his lips): “Well,

good luck to them monks, says I; but

as to the man that made that glass
—to h wid him.”

BISHOP CROSSLEY AND THE
DRINK TRAFFIC.

The drink traffic was touched on by

Bishop Crossley in the course of a

“civic sermon” at St. Mary’s Cathe-

dral on Sunday. “The morality of

the people of New Zealand,” he said,

“does not depend on gaols, but upon

principles.” Illustrating his point, he

said that no one could deny that

there was urgent need for reform in

the drink traffic. He had drawn at-

tention to the need for such reform,

and he would continue to do so, al-

though he felt something like the

voice crying in the wilderness There

were those who would make the sell-

ing of liquor a crime. “I do not be-

lieve in the gaol method,” said the

Bishop. “I acknowledge it is a

cure, but I also believe it would be

a creator of untold evil on the na-

tional principles of our people. Let

me point out a better way.” His

Lordship then once more advocated
the open bar, so as to make hotels

houses of refreshment, where men

could stand at the counters openly in

the sight of their fellow-men.

“If all public-houses,” he continued,

were sheathed in light, many of the

evils in connection with the traffic

would be reduced. You and I must

bear the cost of the alterations that

he proprietors would have to make

to their buildings to carry out this

reform.”
The preacher also said he would be

favour of some system like the

Gothenburg system, under the con-

trol of the State. The Gothenburg

system provided that food should be

sold as well as drink. The manager,

under the system, got a heavy per-

centage on the food and non-alcoholic

drinks sold, but received no percen-

tage upon the sale of the alcoholic

beverages. This system had. been

tried with admirable success in Eng-
land by the Public-house Company.

NOISELESS HOTELS

Dr. Siegmund Auerbach, of Frank-

fort-on-the-Main, a famous nerve spec-

ialist, who recently visited the United

States, has been giving American ho-

tel proprietors some advice based on

his expert knowledge. He says that

there is too much noise in American

hotels, and adds that he has written

a pamphlet, the title of which he

translates as “More Quietness in Ho-

tels—Especially American.” “ Every

hotel in America,” says Dr. Auerbach,

“claiming to be first-rate should con-

tain a general reading-room in which

conversation is strictly forbidden. It

must be well separated from any mu-

sic; in fact, music-rooms as well as

concert-halls must be so situated as

not to let any sound penetrate to

other parts of the house. Care should

be taken to avoid, or at least to miti-

gate, the noise of banging doors by
some mechanism similar to pneuma-
tic door shutting. We find a good
many people without manners in the

most renowned hotels. Such guests
as prove a nuisance to everyone else,
chiefly during the night by being very

noisy, and who won’t listen to civil

entreaties, should be given notice. All

good houses ought to have a black

list of those pace-breakers, which

would have to be circulated regularly.
All such people would thus be ex-

cluded from first-class hotels, and

would perhaps take the hint and cor-

rect their bad manners.” Dr. Auer-

bach goes to extremes in his sugges-
tions. Probably such a hotel as he

has in mind would be ideal, but from

a practical point of view it would be

impossible. For instance, he suggests
that guests should be woke by soft-

ly ringing bells, and that all windows

should be provided with several dif-

ferently coloured shutters, so as to

enable the occupant of a room to

darken or lighten same at will. The

distinguished doctor puts his finger

on the weakest point of American ho-,

tels, however, when he says that every

one is overheated. As a result of this

defect he declares the people of this

country are afflicted with all manner

of respiratory troubles, as well as

nervous ailments and rheumatism. He

makes particular note of the apparent
lack of ventilation in even the best

hotels, and declares that the average

American hostelry is a hot-bed of

noise and disease.
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Will be found -

“A Drink lobe

grateful for*

HEALTHFUL,
INVIGORATING.

MOWBRAY & GORRIE,

Late J. M. AND J. MOWBRAT.

(Established 1868.)

HOTEL BROKERS AND VALUERS.

SHAREBROKERS, LAND, MINING

AND FINANCIAL AGENTS,

OFFICES, ONE DOOR ABOVE “STAB

OFFICE,

22 SHORTLAND ST.. AUCKLAND
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EGMONT HOTEL,
. HAWERA.

TERRY C. GORMLEY
.. Proprietor.

This House has recently - been refur-

nished and renovated throughout, and
affords excellent accommodation for the

travelling’ public.

ARGYLE HOTEL,

HUNTERVILLE.

The above well-known and popular
Hotel has been recently renovated ami
refurnished throughout and is now the

most comfortable in the district.

Commercials will find this Hotel sec-

ond to none.

Telegrams and letters promptly at-

tended to.

WILLIAM TRAILL
.... Proprietor.

THE SPA AND LAKE HOTELS,

TAUPO.

Ideal health resort. Most bracing
climate in the North Island.

Hot mineral baths, including the
famous Kathleen Bath.

Trout fishing and shooting-. Every
home comfort.

O. C. COWEN Proprietor.

COMMERCIAL HOTEL,

PAHIATUA.

MR. (TED) SULLIVAN wishes his

old friends and the travelling public to

know that he is now in the above

well-known house. Everything of the

best.

TED SULLIVAN Proprietor.

THE

GREAT ENGLISH REMEDY
for Gout, Klieumatissn, Sciatic*,

Lumbago, Neuralgia, is

Blair’s
They Never Fair. WJJjJgQ
They Always Cure. B >R *

The true safe remedy for Gout

and Rheumatism that has stood

the test of time.

Sold in boxes at Is and 2s 6d of

All Chemists and Stores, and

229 Strand, London, England.

LAKE FORSYTH HOTEL,
LITTLE RIVER.

Comfortable accommodation, good
table and very best brands of spirits,
ales and wines. The Lake Forsey th

Hotel is the bourne of the sportsman,
being one hour’s motor drive from'

Christchurch, and petrol is kept for
motorists. Fishing and shooting on

every hand. Conveyance meets every
train.

J. G. WHITMORE Proprietor.

MAUKU HOTEL,
PATUMAHOE

(Six miles from Pukekohe).

T. B. BAILEY
.......... Proprietor.

GOOD ACCOMMODATION.
WINES AND SPIRITS OF THE BEST.

] Give him Bovril |
H Because the Body-Building Power of Bovril has been proved to be from 10 to 20 times the amount taken. ee
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H JF B BMI B B We are so far Ahcad for Values,
B B Mlb B "WE ARE ILOISrESOJsZCE

■SL M Mj Gems and Precious Stones °f all kinds* Rings, Watches,
B SS H and Silverware. Finest Selections in Auckland.

B B I w 178 OUEEN STREET.
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