10

NEW ZEALAND SPORTING AND DRAMATIC REVIEW.

L

July 18, 1912,

DOMINION'S LEADING JOCKEY.,

B. DEELEY INTERVIEWED. -~

Riding is a natural gift. That, at
all events, is the opinion of Benjamin
‘Deeley, of Auckland, who is the pre-
‘mier horseman of New  Zealand at
the present time. Jockeys, he says,
are born, not made, but there are
many little factors which help to
make the born jockey successful, and
not the least of these would appear
to be luck. That element has played
some part in Deeley’s own career,
which has in many reshects been &
remarkable one. A few items of in-
terest were gleaned from the leading
horseman by a representative of the
“Dominion” before he left for Syd-
ney to join R. J. Mason.

He was born at Timaru, but at
the early age of 12 shifted to Palmer-
ston North, where his people still re-
side. When his education was deeni-
ed . to have advanced far enough,
Deeley was sent to learn the sad-
dlery, but he longed for an outdoor
(ift, and after about three weeks at
the trade, he entered the stable of
G. Matterson, with the hope of one
day becoming a successful jockew.

At once, he showed an aptitude for
the bDusiness, and on the first occas-
ion that he rode a track gallop, his
mount (Variety) easily beat a coni-
panion. After being withh Matterson
for the bLrief space of a week, Deeley
took service with A. Shearsby, but
when one day the latter expressed
the opinion that the youngster would
be too heavy to ever make a jockey,
he determined to shift again, and a
friend obtained him a post.at Ellers-
lie, with the late J. B. Willlamson.
At Palmerston North Deeley used to
walk 7.10, but on arrival at Ellerslie
his weight came down to 7.3.

For five years, the aspiring horse-
man remained with his employer look-
ing after Coronet and viding him in
his work. All this time he did prac-
tically no race riding, his embloyer
never giving him a mount, on the
eround that he was not cxperienced
enough. Now and again he would re-
ceive an outside engagement. and in
December, 1898, he won his first race
on Davntree, at Ellerslie. His chances
however, were few and far between.
No doubt, the present crack picked
up a good deal about the riding art
at Williamson’s stable, for there were
lots of good track gallops, and on Cor-
onet Deeley was never Dbeaten. Ie
recalls now, that prior to Bluejacket’s
‘Auckland Cup, Coronet did three dif-
ferent gallops over two miles—a pre-
paration unheard of in these times.

With the Dbreakdown of Coronet,
Deeley commenced to feel dissatisfied
with his billet at 10s per week, and
decided to try and Dbetter himself.
Just then Koss Heaton was leoking
for a light boy and Deecley, after first
giying notice to J. 13. Williamson, of-
fered his services, a special induce-
ment being the offer of the stable
riding. © He was given the position,
but his- old employer was reluctant
to lose him and in order to get his
discharge the jockey had to com-
promise by promising to come Dback
if he was not doing well at the end
of six months. Thence onwards his
career was very successful. He rode
CGolden Rose In the Cornwall Handi-
cap at Ellerslie in 1903, and when he
was beaten Mr. J. Lynch wanted a
change of horseman, alleging that
Deeley was not experienced enough.
Heaton told Mr. Lynch that the hoy
had not been given a chance, but on
the owner insisting Heaton declared
that he could certainly have a new
horseman, but only on condition that
Golden Rose was taken out of the
stable immediately and not brought
back. Eventually it was decided that
there should be no change. Needless
to say the jockey was delighted. He
has never forgotten and never will
forget what Trainer Heaton did, for
that was really the start of his sue-
cess. Having been unlucky on the
first day Deeley rode Golden Rose
home three lengths ahead of Ostiak
in the York Welter on the second
day. The owner then changed his
opinion of the previous day and said
there was no better jockey about the
country. Subsequently on Golden
Rose, Deeley won the Easter Handi-
cap and several other races, and has
ever since been well up on the list
of winning jockeys. His worst sea-
son was when he was riding for Mr.
E, J. Watt, and had a turn of ill
fortune. In 1907-1908 with 59 wins,
he was head of the list, and the fol-
lowing season was runner-up. This
vear, with 88 wins, he is an casy first
on the list. He is still a nice handy
weight and can ride at about 7.5. The
lightest weight he ever remembers
riding was at Paeroa when he once
weizhed out at 6.12, but he had his
doubts ahout the scales Deing cor-
rect.

Asked as to what he considers were
the principal factors in his consistent
success, Deeley ventured the oplinion
that riding ability was a natural gift.
There could. he no doubt that fre-
quent attendance on the track Xept
a jockey in fine form, and that *‘wast-
ing” was another aid. One was al-
ways in Dbetter form in summer than
when riding under the welter scale
in winter time. Confidence and plenty
of it were a great help, and in the
opinion of the ecrack horseman, no
boy should ever go out for a race
under the impression that he is rid-
ing for a losing fee only. it is a far
better idea to Le always on the alert,
and to cover as little ground as npos-
sible—and, in fact, never to run over
a lot of ground unless it appears ab-
solutely necessary to make up ground
that way to prevent some horse in
front from gaining a big brealk.

What do vou consider is the prin-
gipal fault of the rising generation of
jockeys?”*

" INTERPROVINCIAL.

WELLINGTON.

(¥From Our Own Correspondent.)

WELLINGTON, Monday.

A large number of visiting horses
have reached Trentham for the W.R.
C.. winter mnheeting that begins on
Wednesday, and there is every pros-
pect of  a successful reunion. 'The
gathering will be brought to a con-
clusion on Saturday next when the

July Steeplechase and Winter Oats
will come up for decision. After see-
ing the first day’s form backers

should be Dbetter placed with a view
to findinz the winners on the con-

cluding day.
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BENJAMIN DEELEY, who, for the =econd time, has headed the [Ist of

winning horsemen on the flat in New Zealand.

This season Deeley rode

88 winners.

“The too frequent use of the whip
in a finish,” was the ready reply. “I
never found that a horse did any bet-
ter in a finish under the whip, though
a touch or two may liven him up
through a race. Whenever I use the
whip in a finish, you can het I am
beaten, and that I am probably pro-
ducing the flail to satisfy the public
and the stewards. Often I have hop-
ed that some youngster in front of
me would use the whip when he has
refrained from doing zo.”

Mr. C. E. Twist the Greenmeadows
owner is due to reach Trentham this
evening wita Perceler, who will be
a starter in the Kia Ora Handicap
on Saturday next. 7The sgon of Gold
Reaf has a partiality ror heavy going
and le should bhe well in his con-
tests this week. Accompanying Per-
celer is a two-year-old filly by Lethe
from Gelden View, for whom the
name of Pursefiller has been claimed.
The latter is a fine stamp of a gallop-
er .and should be heard of in next sea-
son’s racing events. Pursefiller is be-

‘Racing
‘hursday next.

gl -

‘ing brought-down for the purpose of
‘zetting her accustomed to travelling.

Bally Shannon, who has been’ some-
what of a disappointment on the flat,
is to be tried over hurdles. The geld-
ing is being trained for the jumping

‘husiness by J. Phillips at Masterton,

Wellington will be the rendezvous
this week for all the prominent sport-

ing folk of the Dominion, the occa-

sion being the annual meeting of the
~ Conference that opens on

B. Deeley, the premier horseman for

this secason left Wellington for Syd-

ney on TFriday last. With 87 wins
to his credit, Deeley is still two Dbe-
fiind C. Jenkins’' total of 8§83 for omne
season. .

Sir Frisco whose owner missed the
acceptance for the Parliamenlary
Handicap will be a starter in the
Winter Oats on Saturday next., This
fine type of a galloper is said to he
coming Dback to his form of two sea-
sons age, and this being so, his effortg

‘this week should be interesting.

Nedra who has gone slightly score
has been withdrawn from her W.R.
C. contests. There is, however, every
prospect of the mare fulfilling her
Grand National engagements.

At -the conclusion of the W.R.C.
meeting, - Merrivonia and Lady Xil-
cineran are. to go into active work
with: a view to Dbeing got ready for
early spring racing.

Acting under imstructions Mr. Cor-
ry - of Blenheim, Bracken is to be
schooled over the huardles. | Being
stoutly built” with plenty of pace
Bracken strikes the eye as the mak-
ings of a typieal jumper. The geld-
ing is under J. Ayre's guidance at
Trentham.

As a result of the recent heavy
raing the course at Trentham is in a
very. sodden state, consequently the
times registered this week should be
scmewhat on the slow side.

Khamsin has sufficiently recovered
from the accident that occurred to
her during the running of the Huia
Handicap at Otaki to bhe hrought home
to  Trentham. The Quarryman—
Mist filly is, however, in a bad way,
and it is questionabie whether she
will be fit to race again. This is ex-
tremely bad luck for the mare's own-
er, Mr. Lance Wood, as KXhamsin had
some excellent races to her credit,
and with the opportunity would have
certainly won several more.

Mr. J. H. Prosser is busy at Pori-
rua with half a dozen budding juv-
eniles, who are being prepared for
their debut on the racecourses next
season. -

C. Pritchard has removed his
horses from the Lower Hutt to Tren-
tham, and pending the erection of his
looses loxes, his team are guartered

at the W.R.C. training quarters.
“Charlie’ has eight horses in work,
namely: Xnutsford, Aema, Mediterr-
aneamn, Ceylon, Odessa, Mount Vie-

toria, Gold Bird, and Gray Lawless.
No less than five of the horses named
are owned by the local sportsman
who races as Mr. H. 'W. Whitney.
The Hon. J. D, Ormond is repre-
sented at the W.R.C. meeting with
Idealism, Bollin, Peary, Sir Tristram,
and Outward. The bearers of the all
cerise hear a well trained appearance,

THE FINISH OF THE MAIDEN HACK HANDICAP (five furlongs) ON THE CONCLUDI]\IG DAY OF THE

GISBORNE R.C. STEEPLECHASE MEETING—EARL PERCY (F.. G. Porter} defeats ST.

HELENA (B.

Deeley) by a neck, with MERRIMAX (S. Reid) third,



