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A craving for the eccentric and-
phenomenal is evidenced in many’ “of-
the Wegers in whmh ‘our foretathers
_indulged ;n the reckless, “hard-
drinking days of’ the Eighteenth Cen-
tury all kinds ' of. wagers Were made,
says the "Weekly 'I'elegre.ph " ‘There
ig a.true story concermng He1degger,
Master of the Revels 't6 George 1L,
whose ugliness, it was sald, could not
he surpassed. Wagers were made on

the point. After the slums of London

nad been pearched from one ‘end’ to
another, an old woman was found
who seemed to be more ugly than the
Master - of ‘the Revels. The judges
were reluctantly bound to admit that
Heidegger had met his match, until
it was suggested that he should put
-on the old woman’'s bonnet., But this
cauled h:m ‘10’ appear 80 much uglier
tha,n the old woman that he was
una,mmously declared to be the cham-
pion of extreme ugliness

Nothing was too triyial--or too
serious—{for betting in thege days. A
famous musician used to tell” astrange
story of a wager wh1ch he averred
he had really witnessed whilat on a
viglt to London. One da.y as he
wasg walking across London Brrdge
a poor wretch jumped up on to the
parapet and leapt down into the
river. There was at once a rush of
eager spectators, and a voice shouted,
"1l het he drowns"'

"';Z‘wo to-one hell swim ashorel!”

“Done"' '

Mea.nwhile the musician had hast-
ened to’ get a boat, and was rowing
thh a waterp:an to the rescue of the
unhappy creature. As they reached
him there wag a cry, “Leave him
alone—theye’s a bet on“' The water-
man, thinking tha.t the man ‘Was
swimming for a wager, did not mdke
any further attempt to save hlm, a.nd
the drowning man sank, to rise no
more;

On anotber occagion a man dropped
dOWn ‘at the door of a famous London
- immediately, .carrred

club,’ and was

into the house. ‘Was he dead or
not‘? : Bettmg commenced and the
odhs Were “taken for and against

Some, who had staked hundreds on

. 'their .opponents deslred to bleed the .
" ‘unconsclpus object of these wagers.
" To use a lance, they argued,. would
“aftect the fairness of the bet.

And
thus . the - solitary chance of the in-
dividual perhaps regaining consclous-
nepg ‘and. life again was frittered
away in this vapid and foolish man-
ner. .

In order to . declde a wager,

less
wisely than well,

one
_night,: after a number of boisterous
“yountg ‘men . hiad been dining
one of them in a

fit of hrevado, consented to’ enter at
midnight the vault of a ehurch and,
in prodf of his. having done so,  to
stick a fork into a coffin which had
‘been recently deposited there. This
he suceeeded in accomplishing, and
was about ‘to return “triumphantly;
when “he found himself caught. He

~ was so overcome with terror that he

fell into a swoon, and was discovered
in that conditions by.his companions,

“who, being alarmed at his absence,

had come out to look for him. The
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‘ THE WATERLOO CUP, .
To be competed for at the South Canterbury- Coursing. Club's mee}:}ng

on July 2, 3, and 4 at Plumpton

l'imaru, ‘."

fork which . he had stuck Into the
coffin had caught hold of his Iong
oviercoat, ‘and this sudden terror had
as nearly as poseible froved fatal,

When “The Chance ,io,f a Lifetime”
was revived last month at the King's

Theatre, Melbourne, under the direc- - |

tion of William Anderson, the open-

cing night saw the usual measure of

excitement - behind the scenes, for
everybody’ concerned was bent upgn
doing . full Justlce {0 the task in hand.
There was one member of the ca.st,
however, upon whom the mfectﬁon of
excitement made no effect whatever.
She stood unperturbed and apparent—
iy indifferent to all that was going on
around, and walted for her cue quiet-
ly and without any display of inter-
egt. Thdt member of the c¢dst was

“the thoroughbred mare, Trixie, whose

stair-climbping feat, ' followed by a
walk along a narrow gdngway 20
feet from the floor, was one of the
most interesting features of an ex-
citing play., Trixie ig an equme aris-
toerat in every respect, and her ap-
Pearance affords no contradlctwn to
her pedigree. ‘

One afterncon a trio of Hindus
looked in at the stage door of the
Theatre Royal, Melbourne while the
matinee was on, and gazed at the
process:on of Ortenta.ls inside” with
interest bordermg on fascmation A
subdued discussion’ then took place
petween the Hindus, who presently
agked whether “Sa.htb Asche” would
allow them fo' have a ;ook a.round
They exp]amed that they had travel-

dressmg room who c.ons e_d tG the
request and’ the turhaﬁne visltors
were condncted b#ehln ‘the sceneg
They watched everything ‘with mark
ed interest angd ‘waited until ‘the con-
clusion of the “perft rmance, when
they thanked Mr Asche and said that
they were surprrsed at’ the correctf
ness of everything in the production.
“Even the salaams,” said the spoles-
man of the party, .“are q_lute right as
they should . be” The next day Mr
Asche received a memento of the visit
of the Hindus in the ﬁgrm of &' blac}:
opal pin, accp;npante(; by a message
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expressmg the;r gratrtude and admir-

_ atlon.”

FEDERAL ¥OTEL, = PICTON.

Tourisis, Commercial - men, Bportsmen
and ‘Visitors will find the -accommodation

unsurpassed. Splendid. deep-sea fishing.
Sperght 5 Ale on Draught, "Best of Wines
and 8pirits. - Cuisine 'of- the' Best.

J'ACK CAMPRBELL .. Proprietor

(Late Comrmercial 'I.-I'ot'ei"‘ﬁ;avelqck). .

RAILWAY 'HOTEL, ~ MBERCER:

First-class Accommodatmn for Tour-
ists and Travellers.

‘Wines and Spirits of the best brands
only kept in stock. .

Proprietor.

MPIRE HOTEL, NAPIER,

The above Hotel has been thorough-
iy renovated and refurnished through-
<out, and is one of the best hotels in
Napier. Excellent Accommodation for
the travelling public at a moderate
tariff. Speight’s beer on 1ap. Agents for
McEwan’s Scotch Ale, Lawson's Stout,

W. C. PICKETT

Henke's Schnapps. P.0. Box 37. Tel. 265,
A, SELLAR ........tevun- Proprietor.
'l:) ARK H OTEL,

GREYMOUTH.

“The above Hotel has been erected on
the &site of the o0ld house, and has every
modern convenience. '~ The Dbed-rooms
loock out on to an extensive balcony.
The furniturs is comtortable and new,
ahd the house generally -presents all the

comiforts of a good home Excellent
table and lguoTs, )
R. RUSSELL ..cuvernnroennas " Proprietor.

OT SPRINGS HOTEL, TARAWERA,

.NAPIER-TAUPO ROAD. — Under
new management, possessing all. the
comforts of a home. Splendid trout
streams, and an abundance of game in sea-
son. Hot Mineral baths, containing many
curative properties. A good table, wines
and spirits of the best brands, combin-
ed with civillty and attention. Over-
night stopping place for H.B. Motor Co's.
Mail Coaches between Napier and Tau-
Po. Special arrangements for families
wishing to spend a holiday in the coun-
try. Meals at all hours for motoristd
and travellers generally.—-GEORGE E.
XIREK, Proprietor.

Congratulatlons

ALL ROUND

To You and to Us.'”

Congratulate us because we have acquired the 47 years old busl-

- nesg of J. GILBERT & CO.

Congratulate yourselves because ot

the renewed youth of the old store

The H.D.S. Pro_prletary are out to give the very hest values 1t is

possrble 16 offer.

" Residents from all Suburbs of Auckland
where rents are lower, consequently va]ues better.

are shopping here,

.. Talkke a Parnell tramcar, and 1d. fare will bring you W]thln' 100yds'
of the deoor, where absolutely “Auckiand's Best Moneys Worth" is

ohtainable,

House, Daking, Sindel, Ltd.,

GENERAL DRAPERS

Parnell, Auckland.

!hn :bm.'o at hend of lt-umn -

THE BEST PLACE TO STAY:

‘The Royal’

PALMERSTON NORTH
TARIFF: 8 63 PER DAY,

8pecial Tarmns to Commercials and
Professionals,

Situated close to the G.P.Q. and
Opera House..

La.rge and Well-appointed Com-
mercial and Writing Rooms.
Sample Rooma Adjucent,.

M- Luggage Van Meets All Trains.
A. X. ROGERR .. Proprision

PBOFESSIONAL GARBS.

HIH. A. G. PILKINGTDN.
BARRISTER AND SOLIGITOB.

: CAX'I‘ON CHAMBERS
Swanson Street AUCKLAND

. Loans_ arrang_ed on approved securrtie,s;

AND

SMITI—I

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS,

MONEY TO LEND AT VERY LOW

INTEREST.

2 3. 4 B 6 7 SECURITY BUILDINGS,
QUEEN-STREET,

AUCKILANTD.

0- E- HAR DENI
~ SOLICITOR,

© . HOBSON'S BUILDINGS.
" AUCKLAND,

MONEY TO LEND.

MR, J. H. GREGORY,
BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR,

(For many years with Mr. T. Cotter,

. City Solicitor), ’

15, EMPIRE BUILDINGS
. FLOOR),

SWANSON-STREET, AUCKLAND.
Money to Lend on Approved Securitiea,

H. J. BREWER.
SOLICITOR,

6 AND 7 DARBY'S BUILDINGS,
QUEEN-STREET, AUCKLAND,

(FIRST

Telephone 2800.



