
Oscar Asche and Lily Brayton have

arrived in Melbourne. The rehearsals

of “Kismet” will commence immedi-

ately.

Mrs. J. C. Williamson was welcom-

ed home at a reception held at the

Hotel Australia, the Lady Mayoress
and Mrs Hugh Ward assisting to re-

ceive the guests.

So important a factor is stage light-

ing in the production of “The Blue

Bird,” that the J. C. Williamson man-

agement has undertaken an outlay of

just upon £lOOO in improving the

electric installation at the Criterion

Theatre, Sydney, where Maeterlinck’s

fairy play will have its Australian pre-

miere on April 6.

Mr George Marlow and Miss Ethel

Buckley (Mrs Marlow) leave for Eng-

land next month on a six months’

visit. They intend Ao look out for new

attractions in England, Europe and

America.

The Walter Baker-Francis Ross

Dramatic Organisation, ■ which has

won great popularity in Sydney, will

open a two months’ season at the

King’s Theatre, Melbourne, on Easter

‘Saturday, under the direction of Mr

William Anderson. They will present

a selected repertoire of pieces, includ-

ing some entirely new dramas.

Thus Andrew Carnegie on the

theatre: The theatre has come to stay

and it evolves" upon us all to avail

ourselves of its tremendous power for

©ood. The best way for good people
to aid and improve the theatre is to

patronise it.

Mr Julius Knight has been engaged

as leading man for the Repertory

Theatre, Manchester, England.

“Mr Oscar Asch.e (says the London

i‘. Times”) now stands in the very

front rank of stage managers and play

producers. We have had, indeed,, an

uneasy suspicion tor son).e time past

that in certain respects of stage-

mounting we were drifting behind

Germany. This is no longer the case.

We stand as ever at the head.”

A week or so ago the management

of J. C. Williamson Ltd., wrote to the

mothers of Three Sydney children,of
whose ability much is known, asking

them tb bring the youngsters in next

morning for the “Blue Bird” produc-

tion. The three mothers evidently

passed the word around, for next

■paorning the lane besidje the Theatre

/Royal was crowded with women and

children. ,

There will be some strange features

about the Asche-Brayton production
of “Kismet” at Melbourne Theatre

Royal, that will appeal to lovers of the

picturesque, novel, and bizarre. Prior

to thje. rise of the curtain, a story teller

in the Old Eastern fashion, will make

his appearance and outline to the 'aud-

ience the story of Hajj, the Beggar,
and his beautiful daughter, Marsinah,
who dwelt in Baghdad a thousand

years.

“Driving-_a .Girl to Destruction”

will replace “The Luck of Roaring
Camp” on Monday evening, and will

hold the boards at His Majesty’s un-

til the present popular Marlow sea-

son concludes on Thursday next.

The enterprising firm of Messrs

George Marlow, Ltd., have recently
secured the Australasian rights of

the three remarkable Drury Lane

successes that have created such a

sensation in the Old Country, name-

ly, “Sins of Society,” “The Hope,”
and ‘‘The Marriages of Mayfair.”
These, will probably make up the re-

pertoire of the next company the firm

of Marlow’s will send through New

Zealand.

Mr Stanley Grant, who managed

the New Zealand tour of the Allen

Doone Company, was the recipient
of a very handsome travelling case

from Mr Allen Doone on the eve of

the popular Irish a<ctor’s departure

for Australia. The presentation was

given as a token of Mr Doone’s ap-

preciation of Mr Grant’s managerial

abilities and personal goodwill. Mi’

Albert Myers, who acted as treasurer
for the company, was also present-
ed by Mr Doone.. with a solid gold
match box.

General regret will be expressed in

Auckland at the death of Mr Jesse

Worrall, which occurred on Tuesday
evening. Mr Worrall was one of the

original members of the Orphans’ and

Savage Clubs, besides being associat-

ed with the Liedertafel and Choral

Society. . ..

GREENROOM GOSSIP.

Scenes in “Everywoman.”

“Everywoman” is as costly as a

pantomime to stage. There is a cast
of extraordinary length, crowds of

men and pretty girls and most ex-

pensive Crocking.

A * *

A Costly Production.

For the production of “The Blue

Bird,” the J. C. Williamson Easter at-

traction in 'Sydney at the Criterion

Theatre, the firm have the advantage
of the ideas of the various producers
of the play, as staged in London, New

York, and other centres. The ,London
version, however, will be tike one ad-

opted. It is interesting to note that

the scenery for,this was designed by
Joseph Harker, the painter of the

Asche-Braytori scenery, whose work

will, on the same night (April 6), be

seen in Melbourne in “Kismet.” To

have produced “The Blue Bird” direct

from the script—that is creating every-

thing in its entirety to make up the
play—would have entailed an expen-

diture of over £lO,OOO. As it is, over

£5OOO will be spent before the cur-

tain goes up.

* * * V

The English Pierrots.

Amongst the many attractions
which will be introduced to the Do-

minion during the present year, : will

be the original English Pierrots, who

made marked impression on the mu-

sic loving public of Wellington dur-

ing the run of the Industrial Exhibi-
tion there last year. This brilliant

company of nine performers have

been in eixstence for the past eight

years, giving regular seasons at the

Pavilion, St. Kilda, Victoria, where

the name of English Pierrots has be-

come a household word. The com-

'bination are under the direction of

Messrs W. and H. Thomas and May-
nard Dakin. Mr Dakin is the come-

dian of the company, with which he

has been associated for many years,

and comes with a great reputa-

tion from the most famous halls of

England, and has also been an enter-
tainer of long standing in the English
concert world. He is the possessor
of many original musical numbers and

novelties, which are only performed
by the English Pierrots, whose pro-
grames includes: monologues, piano-
forte recitals, musical sketches, in-

strumental novelties —all entirely new

to New Zealand.

*

Jansen, the Magician.

Artemus Ward once announced in

big type., that he had appeared “'be-
fore all the crowned heads of Europe”
and then added in microscopic type—-
' even thought of appearing.” Jansen,
the famous transformist, has a wide
circle of royal acquaintances, though
like a true American, he doesn’t give
himself airs about it. “While in Pekin

(he told a reporter) I played to the

boy Emperor of China. Just like any

other child ,he was tickled to death

when I presented him with two tiny
rabbits, which a moment before, I
had taken from a mandarin’s pocket.
Our season in the Orient was very
successful, but we are glad to reach

New Zealand, which, as far as I can

see, is just like the United States.”

During his world’s tour he was re-

quested to call at the palace of the

Queen of Spain in Madrid, and give
a performance. That day a valuable
piece of jewellery was stolen from

the palace, and the Queen was greatly
annoyed. For one trick Jansen in-
vited someone from the audience to

assist him, and an attendant of the

Queen volunteered. In taking a live

aove from her pocket, a diamond ring
fell to the floor, and was recognised
i s the property of the Queen, who was

amazed at the unexpected recovery of

the article. Jansen is to appear at
Auckland in April.

The Character of “Nobody” in the Moralty play “Everywoman,” to be

stag e d at His Majesty’s Theatre on Easter Monday.

j£is majesty’s theatre;

Direction:
J. C. WILLIAMSON, Ltd.

Commencing
MONDAY, APRIL 8.

MONDAY, APRIL S.
MONDAY, APRIL S.

J. C. WILLIAMSON, LTD.,
Have much pleasure in announcing the
First Production in New Zealand of one

of the most unique attractions they
have ever placed before the public.

EVERYWOMAN.
EVERYWOMAN.
EVERYWOMAN.

Her Pilgrimage in Quest of Love,
By WALTER BROWNE,

Introducing in the Title Role
MISS HILDA SPONG,
MISS HILDA SPONG,

Supported by
MR. WILLIAM DESMOND,

And 50 Specially Selected Artists.
Plans open on Wednesday next.

P-ices as usual.
Touring Manager, JOPIN FARRELL.

JZpS MAJESTY’S THEATRE.

Direction George Marlow, Ltd.

AN INSTANTANEOUS AND UNQUALI-
FIED SUCCESS WAS THE ENTHUS-
IASTIC VERDICT ACCORDED THE

FIRST PRODUCTION
Of

BRET HARTE’S FAMOUS STORY,

THE LUCK OF ROARING CAMP.
THE LUCK OF ROARING CAMP.
THE LUCK OF ROARING GAMP.
The Sensational and Realistic Mining

Drama.
Interpreted by the Full Strength of

MR. GEORGE MARLOW’S BRILLIANT
DRAMATIC COMPANY.

INTENSELY INTERESTING,
HIGHLY SENSATIONAL,

T ATrTC
,
TTT

STRIKINGLY THRILLING.
LAVISHLY MOUNTED AND FAITH-

FULLY PORTRAYED.
A SERIES OF BEAUTIFULLY EXE-

CUTED STAGE PICTURES,
Including

THE DEVIL’S GORGE AND THE
UNDERGROUND CAVE.

MONDAY NEXT, APRIL Ist.
MONDAY NEXT, APRIL Ist.

THE LAST THREE NIGHTS OF THE

,

SEASON.
Another Drama from the Pen of Mrs.

. Morton Powell,

DRIVING
A GIRL TO DESTRUCTION.

DRIVING
A GIRL TO DESTRUCTION.
A Sensational, Powerful and Appealing

Play.

Popular Prices, 3s, 2s, and Is.

Extm
Sekts, 4s. Early Doors, 6d

BOX PLAN at Wildman and Arey’s.
Day Sales at Martelli’s

STANLEY GRANT, Manager.

THE QUEEN’S JHEATRE,
Queen-Street

Props., Messrs, MacMahon and Lodder.

TO-DAY (THURSDAY),
Another Splendid Series,

Including—

OF
H

A MAID,” “THREEw\A KIND
> A RANGE ROMANCE”

LEA,” THE FRONTIER
OF TRIPOLI, and THE MA
CENT SCENIC SERIES “LONDON

DAY BY DAY.”
MR. DAN LLEWELLYN, the Welsh

tenor, will render selected ballads
during each session.

in Prices. Think of it'
ADULTS SIXPENCE Children THREE-

' PENCE, Everywhere.

0 P E R A jq O U S E.

Sole Props., John Fuller and Sons.

FULLER’S VAUDEVILLE COMPANY

SHIMA AND KAMAEDA,
Two Japanese Exponents of

JIU-JITSU.

tuvvm
pe°Ple ’ s Favourite.

WINNIE BOND, Serio Skippins- Rone

MATF
S CALMER, Actor

MAIE VINE, Sei io and Male Imperson-
ator.

AIf..—THE DRISCOLLS—Bob.

D.C and O.S. 2s. STALLS 1 s FC Rd
No Early Doors. . ’Phone 1595

Plan at Wildman and Arey’s, 6d extra.

NEWMARKET
HOTEL.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.

F„ MEYRfI C K,

Proprietor.

AUCKLAND.

Al CAFE,
OPPOSITE TOWN HALL, AUCKLAND.

Meals Always.
You see us Cook.
You can take your Suppers Home.
Catering a Specialty.

EKLUND AND REID,
Proprietors.

WHERE ALL SPORTS MEET.

ANCHOR HOTEL
(Opposite the Town Hall),

AUCKLAND.

MURRAY MOLLOY,
Proprietor.

JUST YOU TRY OUR

1/6 CEYLON TEA.

JOHN EARLE AND CO.,
TEA MERCHANTS.

225 QUEEN STREET,
’Phone 1346.

WANTED KNOW N—
That

A. C. POLLARD,
LADIES’ AND GENTS’ TAILOR,

Has commenced business in QUEEN’S
BUILDINGS, top of Khyber Pass (near
Symonds Street). A trial solicited.
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