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ATHLETICS

WORLD-FAMED WRESTLERS.

GOTCH MAY RE-APPEAR.

HACKENSCHMIDT AGAIN HOFPE-
FUL. :

The meeting some months back he-
tween the
Frank Gotch, the American, and
George Hackenschmidt, the “Russian
Lion,” cnded so convincingly in favour
of the former as to set at rest all
doubts as to the champion wrestler
of the world. On that occasion, Hack-
enschmidt, whose aim in life appeared
to be to have an opportunity of en-
deavouring to wipe out the defeat he
sustained at the hands of Gotch when
‘the pair first met in Chicago several
yearsg back, made a poor $howing com-
pared to his previous efforis against
the big American, and so completely
did he collapse in the Iowa wrestler's
embrace that those at the ringside
cculd hardly Dbelieve their eyes.
Gotch’s  deadly toe-liold, of course,
played a prominent part in the match,
but even so, Hackenschmidt gave but
a glimpse of his former self In his
vain attempts to measure skill with
the burly American. The Russian’s
explanation of his feeble showing was
that he wag suffering from an injured
knee sustained. just fivteen days before
the mateh, whilst wrestling with Dr,
Roller. ™That, however, did not alter
the fact that the title was retalned by
Frank Gotch, and he wag heralded on
all sides as the invincible world's
cthampion wrestler. Indeed, so easily
did hg account for Hackenschmidt’
that many of the leading judges aver
that Gotch is the best all-round wrest-
ler the world has ever known. This
is a flattering comment to make when
it is considered the Iowa athlete em-
erged from a langthy retirement with
a view to specially giving Hacken-
gchmidt a return match, and unlike the
majority of athletes—who find the
task of “coming back” beyond their
capabilities—he demonstrated conclus-
ively that he had lost none of his
strength, skill and speed on the mat,
the unanimous cpinien being that he
was in better wrestling trim than even

when he met Hackenschmidt the
second time.
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With ‘his match against the “Rus-
sian Lion” over Gotch declared that he
was through with the wrestling game,
his connection with which has made
him a comparatively wealthy man, Ie
has since heen repeatedly challenged
by aspirants for wrestling honours, hut
hag met all with a. deaf ear. Of the
woestlers who are at present in the
-limelight, Gotch considers Yusef Mah-
“mout the Turk, is the greatest of all,
“but the fact that the latter has had a
defeat registered against _him by the
world’s champion plainly shows the
Towa athlete’s undoubted superiority
at the grappling geme. Zybsco has
persistently demanded a match with
Gotch since the latter vanquished
Hackenschmidt for the second time,
but as Gotch had- decided to remalin
firm in his avowal of retirpment he
refused to entertain the idea of an-
other match, As is nearly always the
case with a great athlete who decides
to quit his profession, no end of pres-
sure was brought to bear upon Gotch
with the object of making him cast
aside his resolution and re-wenter the
wrestling arena in defence of his title.
Gotch, however, appeared to have
settled down in refirement, until
Zybsco's repeated challenges succeed-
ed in making the champion take the
first step that may lead to his re-
appearance in contests at no distant
date, Gotch having notified Zybsco that
he will wrestle him provided Zybsco
defeats Mahmout firgt, Although Zybsco
will probably find Mahmout & superior
wrestler to himself, Gotch’s announce-
ment can be taken as an indication
that he has not done with the wrest-
ling game just at present, and the re-
turn to the mat of so remarkable an
athlete is likely to be attended with
many interesting developments in the
wrestling world,

One result of Gotch’s return to the
wrestling arena will be a third match
between the champion and George
Hackenschmidt. The latter who ig at
present in England whither he special-
ly journeyed fo receive a course of
treatment to the torn Iigaments of this
left knee, the external semi-lunar car-

world-famed  wrestlers,

tilage of which was alse injured, has
not by any meang accepted his de-
feat by Gotch as final, He states that
it is the great ambition of hig life to
beat Frank Gotch, and he js certain
he will de it if he has health and
strength. “I'm game for another try,”
said Haek' to a London interviewer
early this year, ‘‘and Gotch, if he beats
me then, can take all the gate money
and the picture rights as well, I am
not afraid of Gotch: I never was.”

* * * L

Hackenschmidt says that ‘his last de-
feat well-nigh Dbroke his heart, so
much had he set his heart on winning,
The training expenseg for the match
cogt Hack £700, for not only did he
have Dr Roller and Zypsco a8 wrest-
ling partners but a wumber of other
leading wrestlers were in attendance
at his training camp. When he left
England for America, the scene of
the combat, the “Russian Lion’ was
stronger in mind and body than he had
ever been before, and he felt, g5 ex-
pressed in his own werds ‘‘like a giant
refreshed with new wine.”” On arrival
in America he injured his knee a fort-

‘night before the match, and 'he im-

mediately told Jack Curley, who had
a large sum of money at stake, that
it was all up, and he knew it, and that
was the reason he made them cry all

Lrets off.. ]
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How hitter that beating in the re-
turn match was to Hackenschmidt can
well be imagined by thosg who knew
that it was the Russian’s one -great
desire in life to turn the tables on the
man who resorted to such guestion-
able tactics in order to gain the decis-
ion at Chicago on the oceasion of their
first meeting. Kven during hig visit to
Aunckland Hackenschmidt made no
secret of the fact that he counted on
fulfilling one great mission, and that
was to defeat Geteh, and with that
task accomplished he would then be
able to bid adieu to the wrestling arena
after puttihg the seal of success on
one of the most remarkable careers
that ever fell to the lot of any athlete-

- * * -

In conclusion it is interesting to
note Hackenschmidt’s reference 'to his
lagt match when lately speaking to an
English interviewer:— .

"That second defeat by one to whom
I felt and stili feel, superior was very
hard to bear., It wag not the actual
defeat; it wag the thought of the keen
disappointment of all my friends in
England and elsewhere who helieved
in me and expected me to win. I did
not come to London, bug wenf straight
to the Continent, for I could not face
the music in England, But I can
face it now, because T believe T shall
get my own back yet, and I mean to
do it.

THE 1912 OLYMPIC GAMES.

.DOMINION'S SCANT REPRESEN.
TATION.

OTHER COUNTRIES' ENTHU-
SIASM.

1t is impossible to view New Zea-
land’s representation at the 1912
Olympic Games at Stockholm in any~
thing but a disappointing light, for all
prospects of getting-together a sirong
team of athletes .io represent the
Dominion have now been shattered.
The increased interest displayed by
the various countries who intend send-
ing representatives to this year's in-
ternational sports has heen most
marlked during the past. couple of
months, Great Britain, America, Ja-
pan, Hungary, and Germany having
been particularly busy in their en-
deavours to secure the best represen-
tation possible, Under these circum-
stanceg it is all the more regrettable

~that New Zealand is to be worse off

on the score of representative athletes
than was the case last year, G. N.
.Hill, long-distance runner and A. F.
Wilding, tennis champion, being the
only two representatives chosen by
the New Zealand Olvmpic Council to
do battle for the Dominion at the
Games in June and July next, for it is
improbahle Malcelm Champion, of
Auckland, will make the trip to
compete In the swimming events.
Summed up, the position is that Hill
will he our sole representative in
athletics, for but little interest is at-
tached to the tennis championship,
which c¢laims the Dominion’s other re-
pregentative. New Zealand’s poor re-
presentation cdn safely be accepted as
a general lack of interest in athietics

in this country, for there is no gain-
saying the fact that there is plenty
of good material stiil to be found com-
peting at our athletic gatherings.
Such fine athletes as G. P. Keddell
(Sculhiand), R. Opie (Canterbury), H.
Kerr (Wellington), W. ¥. Harding
(Hawke's Bay), and W. Woodger
(Wellingtorn) are capable of uphold-
ing the athletic prestige of any coun-
try. These men have heen com-
muniecated with by the New Zealand
Olympic Committee, Keddell replying
that he was unable to make the trip
tor Sweden, Kerr and Harding failing
toe reply, and Opie stating his inability
to give a definite reply. In the case
of Woedger the Council deemed it
best not to send him.
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It is thus seen that the New Zea-
land Olympic Council are in no way
to blame for the unsatisfactory state
of affairs which prevails regarding the
Dominion receiving proper athletic re-
presentation at the Games, This Lody
have done all in their power to cope
with a most difficult situation, for,
with limited funds at their disposal,
combined with the faet that they re-
ceived practically no co-operation
from the athletes themselves, they
have bDeen greatly handicapped “in
carrying out their duties. It is there-
fore little wonder that the Couneil
have deemed it fit to send hut one
representative to Sweden, and even
in the case-of this athlete it is:no
secret that the rfunds in hand fall
short of the amount required to pay
the expenses of the trip. At the time
of writing there is still a shortage of

the necessary funds, but it is con-
fidently anticipated the sum required
will be forthcoming, and Hill will

leave for Sydney to catch the Oster-
ley Grange for London. The Austra-
lian representatives will proceed to
London by the same steamer, and will
on arrival on English soil join forces
with the British team for Stockhelm.
Hill will undergo a special prepara-
tion for the 1500 and 5000 metres
events, and should arrive in Sweaden
in excellent form for his engage-
ments.
& e * *

As mentioned in a preceding para-
graph, New Zealanders have only
themselves to thank for the absence
of a strong team to do battle for them
at this vear’s Games, so trivial an
interest have tHey taken in the mat-
ter of having the Dominion properly
represented. The whole success of
athletics in Wew Zealand lieg in the
natronage accorded sports meetings
by the publie, and we regret to have
te gay that, though some of the best
athletic carnivals on record have heen
held in the various previncial centres
during the past few months, the at-
tendances have heen of .a most dis-
couraging nature. Athletic hodies in
New Zealand are faced with a diffi-
cult problem so far as attracting the
public is concerned, and it is a well-
known fact that one ‘star’” event on
a programme will go further towards
ensuring a good attendance than all
the rest of the eventy together. Tnti]
the real worth of athletics appeals
more strongly to the average New
Zealander we cannot expect the fame

of our runners to spread abroad, and .

in being poorly represented at the
world's greatest athletic carnival a
rood opportunity of gaining further
laurels in the field of sport is thus

lost,
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Whilst on the subject of this year's
Olympic Games it is worthy of note
that Great Britain, Australia, New
Zealand, Canada, and South Africa
will not, as at previous carnivals, com-
pete as Individual nations, but will
enter the Olynipiad zs one team un-
der the title of “the British Emnpire

for the first time.

“long-distance runners in their

. dently does not

team.” This is all the more reason
why New Zealand should have sent a
strong contingent of athletes to dnite
with the Britishers, and thus  assist
Great Britain in making a bold bid
for athletic supremacy against .the
other nations of the earth. America
intends to send a team of 150 men to
compete in events, and as the Ameri-
cans carried off the palm at Athens
in 1896, again in Paris in 1900, 8St.
Louis in 1904, and London in 1805,
they are naturally looking forward to
wide success at this vear’s Olympiad.
Germany will be very strongly repre-
sented this year, especially in the
field games and jumping depart-
ments. Hungary will aldo be well re-
presented, for whereas the Hungarian
team for the Olympic Games in Lon-
don in 1908 numbered 40, the team
for Stockhoim will be 130, composed
as foliows:—Foothall 17, shooting § to
10, swimming 12, athletics 20, wrest-
ling 12, fencing 12, lawn tenmnis 5,
gymnastics 22, rowing 13, and cycling
8. The Hungarian Government has
contributed 4800 kroner towards the
expenses of the competitors, Japan
intends to guard her laurels at this
yvear's Olympic Games, in which Ja-
pancse representatives will compete
The Japanese are
some remarkable
team,
Snize Kanakuri, who is credited with
time over a Marathon course (25 mile)
which has only heen eclipsed by Tom
Longboat, being looked to fo give a
great account of himself in the Mara
thon race, i

reporied to have

The State Cabinet of Victoria evi-
believe in the en-
couragement of athletics, for it has
refused teo contribute funds to send a
team ot athletes to the Olympic
Games. The New Scuth Wales Ministry,
however, showed a more generous
spirit, donating a sum of £500,

* * * o

This year's Five Miles Cross-Country
championship will be decided at: Wel-
lington, the winter event being allot-
ed to the different centres annually.
The 1911 crossg-country race, it will
be remembered, was run in Auckland

‘and was won easily by G. N, Hill

Owing to his tiip to the Olympic
Games, Hill will not be a competitor
in the event this year.
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Commenting on the Auckland Ama-
teur and Cycle Club’s action in nomin”
ating A. A, Dormor as one of the New
Zealand representatives for the Olym-
pic Games the "'QOtago Witness” says:
—There is a suggestion to send Dor-
mor, of Auckland, to the Olympic
‘Games, This youth 1is the one
“ discovery’” of the season of
1911-12. He has put up several
good times in  half-mile races,
and won the guarter and half-
mile races at the recent N Z, champion-
ships at Invercargill, Dormor set the
geal to his New Zealand fame on Satur-
.day by running g half-mile at the
‘Auckland Amateur Athletic Club’s
meeting in 1min 68 1-5sec {egualling
‘Hector Burk’s New Zealand record),
Still, this performance is not good
enough to justify his being sent fo
compete at the Olympic Games. Even
allowing that Dormor can improve on
this, Australia has unearthed a hali-
miler who the other day at the Vic-
torian championships did 1min 56
3-10sec, beating Wheatley’s Austral-
asian best of 1min 56 3-4sec. If Aus-
tralasia is to be represented .in the
half-mile at Stockholm, Watson, the
now Victorian champion, is the man
who ghould be sent,
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Finis outling di- Bovril, proved by
Thus: If this repres LYRIM yepresents ind d
sents the amonnt of ithe actual rece nt mndepen ent
Iovrid saken BORY-BUILD-

& /NG POWER

10 to 20 times the

Bovril, Ltd., hold the Ro}ywal Warrant of A ppointment fo His Majesty King George V.,
id for many years from the late King Edwaerd VIi.
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The Body-Building Power of
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This diagram illus-
trates the actual body-
building power of

physiological experi-
ments to be .= -

amount  taken.
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