
RACING.

RACING CALENDAR.

SEASON 1911-12.

• FIXTURES. ■

Oct. 11—Napier Park R.C. Spring

Oct 11 and 12—‘Marlborough R.C. Spring
Oct’ 11 and 14—Dunedin J.C. Spring

Oct. 21 and 23—Wellington R.C. Spring
Oct. 23—Waverley-Waitotara R.C. Annual

Oct. 23 and 24—Gore R.C. Spring

Oct. 24 and 26—Greymouth J.C. Spring
Oct. 26—Springfield Hack R.C. Annual

Oct. 26 and 27—Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Nov. 1 and 4—Auckland R.C. Spring
Nov. 4,6, 8 and 11—Canterbury J.C.

Metropolitan
Nov. 22 and 23—South Canterbury J.C.

Spring
Nov. 29 and 30—Feilding J.C. Spring

Dec. 26 and 29 and Jan. 1 and 2—Auck-

land R.C. Summer.

NOMINATIONS.

Oct. 12—Springfield Hack R.C. Annual

Oct. 13—Auckland R.C. Spring
Oct. 19—Winton J.C. Annual
Oct. 20—Canterbury J.C. Metropolitan
Oct. 21—Greymouth J.C. Spring (second

day)
Nov. 3—Feilding J.C. Spring
Nov. 7—South Canterbury J.C. Spring

Dec. I—Auckland R.C. Summer

WEIGHTS ARE DUE.

Oct. 14—Greymouth J.C. Spring
Oct. 14—(Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Oct. 18—C.J.C. Stewards’ Handicap
Oct. 18—‘C.J.C. Stewards’ Handicap

Oct. 21—Wellington R.C. Spring .
Oct. 21—Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Oct. 23—Auckland R.C. Spring
Oct. 27—C.J.C. Metropolitan
Oct.’ 27—Winton J.C. Annual
Nov. 2—Auckland R.C. Spring

Nov. 13—South Canterbury J.C. Spring

Nov 13—Feilding J.C. Spring

Nov. 17—Auckland R.C. Summer

Nov. 22—South Canterbury J.C. Spring

Dec.
g—Auckland R.C. Summer

Dec. 27—Auckland R.C. Summer

Dec. 30—Auckland R.C: Summer

Jan. I—Auckland R.C. Summer

ACCEPTANCES.

Oct. 13—Wellington R.C. Spring
Oct. 13—Auckland R.C. (City Handicap)
Oct 13—Waverley-Waitotara R.C. Annual
Oct.' 18—Gore R.C. Spring

Oct. 20—C J.C. Stewards’ Handicap

Oct 20—C.J.C. New Zealand Cup.

Oct 21—Wellington R.C. Spring
Oct. 21—(Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Oct. 21—Greymouth J.C. Spring

Oct. 26—Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Oct. 27—Auckland R.C. Spring

Nov I—C.J.C. Metropolitan
Nov.’ 2—Auckland R.C. Spring
Nov. 2—Winton J.C. Annual

Nov. 17—Feilding J.C. Spring
Nov. 17—South Canterbury J.C. Spring

Nov. 22—South Canterbury J.C. Spring
Dec. I—Auckland R.C. Summer

Dec 15—Auckland R.C. Summer

Dec’ 27—Auckland R.C. Summer ?

Dec. 30—Auckland R.C. Summer

FIRST FORFEIT.

Oct. 13—Great Northern Guineas

Oct 16—Wellington R.C. Champion Plate

Oct 20—C.J.C. New Zealand Cup

Oct
’

20—Canterbury Welcome Stakes

Oct. 20—Canterbury Derby Stakes and

Oaks Stakes

Nov. 3—Eighth Manawatu Stakes

Nov. 3—Fourth Manawatu Sires’ Produce

Stakes
„ ,

Dec I—Great Northern Foal Stakes.

Great (Northern Derby, 17th Royal

Stakes ■
Jan. 4—W.R.C. North Island Challenge

Stakes

Jan. 19—C.J.C. Middle Park Plate

March 22—‘C.J.C. Twentieth. Challenge
Stakes and Champagne Stakes

SECOND FORFEITS.

Nov. I—Sixth Feilding Stakes

Nov. 3—Sixth Palmerston North Stakes
Dec. I—D.J.C. Champagne Stakes
Jan. 4—W.R.C. Wellington Stakes
Feb. 22—Fourth Manawatu Sires’ Produce

Stakes
Feb. 23—Eighth Manawatu Stakes

,
FINAD PAYMENTS.

Oct. 13—Wellington R.C. Wellesley Stakes

Oct. 27—Auckland City Handicap. Wel-

come Stakes, Great Northern

Guineas (sub.)
Nov. I—C.J.C. ‘ Metropolitan
Dec 15—Auckland R.C. Summer (five

events)
Dec. 27—A.R.C. Islington Plate

Jan. I—Auckland Plate.

OWNERS’ REMINDERS.

Nominations for the Auckland Rac-

ing Club’s spring meeting, to be held

on November 1 and 4, close at 9 p.m.

to-morrow (Friday).

* » * *

Acceptances for the A.R.C. City

Handicap close to-morrow (Friday).
♦ ♦ & *

Acceptances for the Wellington and

Waverley-Waitotara Racing Clubs’

forthcoming meetings close to-morrow

(Friday).

CURRENT TOPICS.

An Enterprising and Far-seeing Club.

During that unsettled period when

our legislature was under the bane-

ful domination of wowserism, and the

sport of horse-racing had suspended
over its head a veritable sword of

Damocles, the Auckland Trotting Club

took courage in both hands and de-

termined to face the future with a

confidence inspired by the belief that

in the long run the influence of clean,
honest sport would prevail, and rouse

the sporting public of this country to

take active steps to eradicate a viru-

lent canker that bigoted kill-joys had

planted in the minds of a susceptible
and guillable section of the commun-

ity by insidious misrepresentations.

A Courageous Undertaking.

While wowserism was at its flood

the Auckland Trotting Club bought
Alexandra Park and forthwith start-

ed to transform it into an up-to-date

trotting course. It was a courageous
undertaking. However, pluck will win

out in every intelligent community,
and the vogue of the spoil-sports will

assuredly be smothered when com-

. mon sense asserts itself. When that

time arrives—and it is fast approach-
ing—the A.T-C. will reap the reward

its enterprise deserves.
ft ft ft ft

Awakening to the Dangers.

The New Zealander is a long-suffer-

ing and tolerant fellow, but when he

realises he has been fooled, and his

liberties . have been hedged round,
he will stand up and make his pre-
sence ■ felt. Now that his national

pride has at last awakened the New

Zealander to the situation wowerism

has drawn him into he can be de-

pended on to support those stewards

of racing and trotting clubs who are

working valiantly in the face of big
odds to defend his sport.

» • 3 ♦

What the A.T.C. has Done.

The fact that the Auckland Trotting
Club has shouldered a liability of

something like £25,000 to carry out

the purchase and equipment of Alex-

andra Park, reflects every credit on

the enterprise of the stewards, and

shows in an unmistakable way the faith

they have in the sporting instincts of
Aucklanders. Of course, it may be

said by the cynic that the public will

have to pay in the long run for what
the club has done. Perhaps so; but
the cynic would do well to realise
that a less courageous club would not

have ventured on so ambitious an

undertaking before they had drawn

the gold from the public.

* ft * ft

The Wise Course Taken.

If, however, the A.T.C- stewards

had adopted that penny wise and

pound foolish policy the public would

have had to wait years to share the

pleasure they will now be able to
derive from trotting at Alexandra
Park. And the point to be remem-

bered is that the public will get their
sport at no greater cost than they
would have had to pay for it had the

A.T.C. decided to continue holding
their meetings on the old course and

under the old conditions.

, # sje

A G;reat Transformation.

Henceforth lovers of light-harness
racing in Auckland —and their num-

bers' are increasing with astonishing

rapidity—will be able to follow their

sport under conditions never before

possible <• in this island. The

course and appointments at Alex-

andra Park have been transformed
from a rough, uneven trotting ring
with a cluster of ramshackle, crowded

buildings, to what now is unquestion-
ably the best graded and banked

track in the Dominion—not even ex-

cepting the Metropolitan course in

Christchurch—with modern appoint-
ments and spacious enclosures that,

leave nothing to be desired.

* « $ A

No Further Room for Complaint.

Never again can the public of

Auckland, who in the past used to

journey "to Potter’s Paddock, com-

plain of the. inconvenience inseparable,
from a crowded, cpnfortless course;
because now there is a roomy grand-
stand capable of seating several

thousand spectators (each of whom

can see the races for the entire cir-
cuit of the course), in addition to

. stands for members, stewards, press-
men, officials and trainers; while the

spacious grass enclosures will be such

a boon that there will hence forth be

no room for complaint that the place
is “so hot and dusty.” Not least

among the improvements at Alex-

andra Park are the splendid loose-

boxes, scraping stalls, totalistor

houses, conveniences and offices that

have been erected and fitted with
such careful consideration for the con-

venience of all.

* * * *

Credit to Whom Credit is Due.

Altogether the transformation has

been carried out reflects the greatest
credit to Mr. John Rowe, president of

che club, who has been untiring in
his zeal to make the course what it

now is- He has given his time un-

grudgingly, and the result of his al-
most daily supervision is evidenced

in the way the smallest details have

been attended to. To Mr. Rowe the

generous thanks of Auckland sports-
men are due.

ft * * —

A Resourceful and Energetic Official.

Mr. C. F. Mark also has been un-

tiring in his exertions to put the

A.T.C. in its present proud position
of being the owner in fee simple of

one of the finest trotting courses

south of the line. During the worry-
ing times that the negotiations were

proceeding for the purchase of Alex-

andra Park the anxieties rested heav-

ily on the genial secretary. But he

never flinched, and it was largely due

to his courage that the club boldly
determined to secure to Auckland what

will in a few years be a priceless as-

set that a syndicate of speculators
threatened to wrest from the public.

* # 514 :J4

It is up to the Public Now.

Also to the stewards of the A.T.C.,
individually and collectively, great
credit is due. It was only by their

active co-operation, generous sup-

port and valuable assistance that the

club now stands possessed of such

a fine course. It is now for the pub-
lic to show their appreciation for

what has been done for them; and
this they can best do by liberally
patronising the sport that is to be

provided at Alexandra Park next

week.
* ft ft ft

The A.R.C. Summer Meeting.
The nominations received last week

for the Auckland Racing Club’s Cup
meeting are in every way satisfactory.
Despite a slight falling off numerical-
ly in the aggregate entries, the gen-
eral standard of horses appearing in

the lists show a decided improvement,
including as they do the majority of

the best horses in the Dominion. In

the weight-for-age events excellent

nominations have been received. The
Islington Plate, of one mile, has at-

tracted forty-four, while the Auckland

Plate, of one mile and a-half, claims

thirty-six probably contestants. Both
these classical races carry with them

a stake of 500sovs this season, and

apparently owners regard them with

more than usual covetousness, so that
the enterprise of the A.R.C. in allo-

cating the stakes in so generous a

manner has met with the liberal ap-
preciation on the part of owners it

so thoroughly deserves.
* « « 0

The Big Handicap Events.

The Auckland Cup and Summer

Handicap have neither attracted so

many horses as last year, but there

can be no question that the entrants

are of much higher credentials than

ever before nominated for these two

big handicap events. It must also
b e remembered that the actual numer-

ical strength of the nominations re-

ceived is a very poor criterion on

which to base the probable popularity
of the races. The racing public much

prefer to see a race contested by
horses of note than a field contain-

ing what in ordinary racing parlance
are described as “roughies” and

“squibs.”

The Reward of Eenterprise.
For this reason the A.R.C. have no

cause to complain of a slight falling
off in the number of nominations re-

ceived, while the Auckland public
have every reason to congratulate
themselves at the quality of horses
that are likely to be attracted to El-
lerslie for the summer meeting. It
is particularly pleasing to note the

ready response of Southern owners to
the attractions the Auckland Racing
Club’s progressive policy has provid-
ed. Everything points to the North-

ern province providing one of the best

patronised and successful sporting
gatherings yet held in the Dominion
-

’tog the Christmas and New Year
holidays.

TURF TOPICS.

A good deal of indignation was ex-

pressed at a meeting of the C.J.C.

_

members last week when a sugges-
’

tion was made that in future mem-

bers should receive two instead of
three ladies’ tickets for each day’s
racing. Evidently Canterbury sports-
men have a fearsome dread of dock-

ing the free privileges of the fair

ones. Surely the C.J.C. must have a

goodly proportion of young bucks on

its lists of members, for what would
sedate married men want with three
ladies’ tickets?

ft ft ft ft

The time (48 2-ssec) put up in the

Hastings Stakes by Glade last week
is a record for the race. The win-

ner, says a Southern critic, is noth-

ing to gush over as to looks, but
there is no doubt about her ability
to gallop.

w ■> w

Reports from Melbourne state that

Soultiform is amiss. The trouble is
not very serious, but it is sufficient
to keep him off the tracks for some

little time.
ft * ft *

The Metropolitan Committee of the

Taranaki Jockey Club met on Mon-

day night to consider the appeal of
R. Barlow against his disqualification
by the Egmont Racing Club- The

committee delivered a lengthy judg-
ment, of which the following is the
closing paragraph:—After full inquiry,
at which the Egmont Racing Club
and Barlow have had full opportunity
of being heard and adducing evidence,
and with much additional evidence

now brought before it, as well as the
material before it in June, and that
before the Judicial Committee in May
and August, and that before the judges
of the conference in July, the Metro-

politan Committee again deals with
the matter on its merits. It decides
that it is proved that Barlow has not

been guilty of any corrupt or fraud-
ulent practice in relation to the rid-

ing of Master Sylvia in the Railway
Handicap fit the Egmont race meet-

ing on May 17, 1911. If it be necessary
in the peculiar circumstances of the

case to make a formal order. It is
therefore ordered that the appeal of
Barlow be allowed, and the decision of
toe Judicial Committee removed.
Barlow’s deposit will be refunded.

ft ft * ft

The question of limiting the mem-

bership of racing clubs is one on

which there is a great diversity of

opinion, and it is therefore interest-
ing to record the opinion of A. Boyle,
a representative Canterbury sports-
man, who presided over a meeting of
members of the C.J.C. last week. He

stated that the accommodation at
■‘•be Riccarton course was only just
adequate for the present membership
list. It would be an unpopular move

to take away from the public accom-
modation further room for members,
and while they did not desire to limit
the membership for other reasons it

would not be fair to accept members

to whom thev could not offer adequ-
ate accommodation.

A member suggested that raising
the subscription might achieve the
desired end, but the chairman oppos-
ed the proposal, as being distinctly
unpopular. ? “It would not,” he said,
“be good policy. We don’t want to

stop people joining, but we simply
have no room for more members.”

Wives of great men oft remind them

They can make their lives sublime,
Smoking pure tobacco only—-
“Royal Standard” all the time!
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