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'RACING - CALENDAR.

. SEASON. 19112,
< - FIXTURES,

. —Napier Park R.C. "dpring .
8::_ ]:'l?i andD 12—Marlborough R.C, Spring
. Oet. 11 and 14-Dunedin J.C. Spring
Oct, % and 23—Wellington R.C, Spring
Cct. 23—Waverley-Waitotara R.C. Annual
. Owct, 23 and 24—Gore R.C. Spring .
Oct, 24 and 26—Greymouth J.C. Spring :
Oct. 26—Springfield Hack R.C. Annual
Oct. 26 and 2—Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Nov, 1 and 4—Auckland R.C. Spring

Nov, 4, 6 8 and "I1l—Canterbury J.C.
Metropolitan
Nov. 22 and 23—South Car}teljbury J.C.

Spridn%'o_F ilding J.C. Spring

: . 20 an —Fe ng J.C,

%3.3. 226 and. 29 and Jan. 1 and 2—Aueck--
land R.C. Summer.. S

NOMINATIONS.

t. —Gore R.C. Spring :
%‘i_:t. 7—Greymouth J.C. Spring (first day)
Oct. 12—8pringfield Hack R.C. Annual
Oct. 13—Auckland R.C. Spring
Gcet, 19—Winton J.C, Annual .

Oct. 20—Canterbury J.C. Metropolitan
Oct, 21—Greymouth’ J.C. Spring (second

day)y .-, .
Nov. §—ifreilding -J.C. Spring .
Ngv. 7—South Canterbury J.C. Sprlpg
Dec. 1—Auckland R.C. Summer

WEIGHTS 'ARE DUE.

¢t §~Napler Park R.C, 8Spring
gct.' E—WaI\,'erley-Waitotara. ‘R.C. Annual
Oct. 6—Wellington R.C. Spring
Qet. 9—Aucxland City. Handicap
Oct. 10--Gore R.C, Spring
Oct. 14—Greymouth J.C. Spring
Oct, 14—Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
‘Qet, 183—C.J.C. Stewards’ Handicap
Oct. 18—C.J.C; Stewards’ Handicap
Get. 21—Wellington R.C. Spring
Oct. 21—Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Oct. 23—Auckland R.C. Bpring
Oct, 21—C.J.C. Metropolitan
Oct. ZI—Winton J.C. Annual
Nov. 2—AucKkland R.C. Sprlpg .
Nov. 13—South Canterbury J.C. Spring
Nov, 13—Feilding J.C. Spring
Nov. iT—Auckland R.C. SBummer i
Nov., 22—South Canterbury J.C. Bpring
Dec. 8—Auckland R.C. Summer
Dec. 2-——Auckland R.C. Summer
Dec. 30--Auockland R.C., Summer
Jan, l1—Aiekland R.C. Summer

’ ACCEPTANCES.

Marlborough R.C. Spr_ing
82:‘ g:Napier Park R.C, Spring
Oct. 13-—Wellington R.C. Spring
Oct, 13—auckland R.C. {City Handica;p)l
Oct, 13—Waverley-Waitotara R-C. Annua
Oct. 18—CGore R.C. Spnn‘f_.':- )
Oct. 20—C_J.C. Stewards’ Handlcap
Oct, 20—C.J.€. New Zealand Cup.
Oct, Zi—Wellington R.C. Spring
Oct. 21—Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Oct. 21—Greymouth J.C, Spring
Owt, 26—Foverty Bay T.C. Spring
Oct. 27—Auckland R.C, Spring
Nov, 1--C.J.C, Metropolitan_
Nov., 2—Auckland R.C. Spring
Nov., 2—Winton J.C. Annual )
Nov. 17T—Feilding J.C. Spring
“WNov. 17—South Canterbury J.C. Spring
Nov., 22—South Canterbury J.C. Spring .
Dee, 1—Auckiand R.C. Summer )
Deec, 15—Auckland R.C. Summer D
Dec. 2i—Auckland R.C. Bummer ? .
Dee, 30—Auckland R.C. Summer .
FURTHER PAYMENTS,
3—Great Northern Guineas
82% {G—Wellington R.C. Champion Plate-
Oct, 20—C.J7.C. New Zealand Cup
Oct. 20—Canterbury Welcome Stakes a-
© Oet, 20—Canterbury: Derby Stales -an
Oaks Sta.k}els tu Stakés'
. E Eighth anawa €
ggg. -33:Fo%;rth' Manawatu Sires Produce
Btakes .10 :
—Auckland TRoyal Stakes, Great
Dee. :-%.\Torthern Derby, 17th Royal Stakes
Jan. 4—W.R.C. North Isiand Challenge
Btakes - - -
J:.C. Middle Park Plate -
gf‘;lfcljig—%iglc. Twentieth Challenge
Btakes and Champagne Stakes

3ECOND FORFBITS. -
Nov, 1—8ixth Feilding, Stakes
Nov, 3—8ixth Palmerston North Stakes

Dec. 1—P.3C. Champagne.Stakes .:
Jan. &—W.R.C. Wellingion Stakes. ..

¥eb. 2—Fourth Manawatu Sires’ Produce -

Stakes .
Feb. 23—FEighth Manawatu Stakes
P .o t
FINAL - PAYMENTS. .
Oct. 18— Wellihgton H.C. Wellesley Stakes
Oct, 27-—Auckland City Handicap, Wel-
. compg: BStakes, Great .- Northern
Guineas (sub.)-. . - .
Nov. 1—C.J.C. Metropolitan -
" Dec, 15—Auckland . R.C. Summer
events) : N )
Dec, 2T—-A.R.C., Islington Plate
Dec. 30—Auckland Plate

(five

CURRENT . TOPICS.

Interference ‘with' Sport. .
. +During the past twelve months
racing aiffairs generally ha.\_fe.be?n
very prominently before the public,
both Inside and outside our *“Talking-

" - Shop of State-paid and - Wowser-dri- -

ven Law-makers,” and the stewards

-of clubs have experienced.an anxious -

“.time owing to fluctuations which.were

- from the sport'or racing, as a conse-’

- tiomn.

- to ‘be expected in the revenue derived :

=4

' quence of the arbitrary _restrictive

logiglation that has recently been
past. .

The president of the Wellington
Racing Club (Mr J. B. 'Ha.rcouri;)
made some pointed remarks -on this
question at the annual! meeting of his
elub last week. He 8aid: “As you
are.  aware, - boockmakers - have now
been abolished, and’ the large fees

which the club received from this

source have gone too. 'In addition,

we have to meet a tax of 215 per cent.
on the totalisator turnover, instead of
115 per cent. as formerly, and a fur-
ther tax of 214 per cent. on all gate re-
cagipts and privileges, , In order to
safegunard the interests of the club
your stewards deemed it prudent, for
the past year, af any rate, to some-
what curtail the prize money.,  We
are quite aware that this is a retro-
grade step in the progress of any
body such as ours, but, in face of
the difficulties  which have been
thrown in our way, we did not con-
sider it advisable . fo iake wundue
risks.” ) .

Mr Harcourt then went on to say
that the time had arrived when
sporting people. throughout the Do~
minion should no lonzer suffer a
small 8ection of the public, who
know nothing about racing, to inter-
fere in the way they had been doing
to the detriment of true sport. He
then enjoined every member to lend
a hand to enlist their wives and
daughters and obtain for the Sports
Protection League as many members
as possible, in order to prevent any
further encroachment upon the liber-
ties of the sporting public.

Still referring to the
speaker -said: “This,
not a political organisation.

league, the
gentlemen, is
It has

.no political views of any sort or des-

cription other than the preservation
of our own liberties, and it matters
not to us whether the member stand-
ing be & Liberal or a Conservative.
If he:is not a moderate-minded man,
80 far as we are concerned, our votes

‘will be cast against him, and I ask

you to bring the whole weight of
your influence to bear in this direc-
The moderate man has too
long remained dormant and permitt-
ed a  few faddists to make such a

noeise ‘that their continuous eclamour- .

ing has ‘been mistaken for the voice
of the people.” . -
|- * -
Stipendiary Stewards, )
Of the many contentious problems
that have exercised the minds of rac-

ing stewards and sportsmen generally

during the past few years in New
Zealand none have been more keenly

debated than the guestion of the de--

sirability or. otherwise of appointing
stipendiary = stewards.  Year after
year the subject has cropped up on

‘the agenda paper of the Racing Con-
terence only to be deferred for future -

consideration or set aside in the most
uncerimonious way . as a result of the

preponderance of the. president’s (Sir.

George Clifford) uncompromising op-

position to the suggested reform.

After the confererce of 1910, how-

"ever, the matter of the appointment.

of paid stewards was referred to a
special committee, and at this year's
conference. that . committee - brought
forward a motion -declaring in:favour

of the appointment of stipendiaries to-.
gether with a comprehensive set of -

rules specifying their duties. = This

“failed to gain recognition by being
‘converted. into part’ of -our racing
laws,

Naturally the action of the dele-
gates created a great deal of adverse

criticism outside the conference, be-.

cause the fone of the discussion was
evidently in favour of appointments
being made as the conference .affirm-

- ed, by a'majority of: 21 to 14, -the . de-

sirability of ereating stipendiary stew-
ards. In fact the " conference went
further and declared that the exist-

ing state of affairs demanded an im--

provement in the method. of control-
ling" the sport of racing..

endiary '‘stewards was again . “shelv-
ed” by the conference. oo -
Once again the. ever-green subject

“was ralsed at.the annual meeting of -
~the Wellington Racing Club, when My,

‘W. H. Turpbull- (who resigned his

position as a delegate to the Ricing
Conference ~this . year on: account of ]
his -club . instructing 'him ' to ’ oppose - g g

( Neverthe- .
less, in the face.of the resolutions
pagsed, the matter of appointing stip-. .

N

the principal of appointing stipend-
‘iary stewards), moved a motion affirm-
ing the principle he has been such a
staunch advocate of.

In speaking of the motion, Mr. Turn-

"bull said he considered that, by vot-

ing againgt the adoption of stipend-

. lary stewards, when the question was

before the Racing Conference the
club had --done an injury to racing,
Personally, he did not think that there
was one person in the Dominion who
‘was opposed to them. The real dan-
ger was that if the clubg did not ap-
point them the Government would,
-and then clubs would be in the un-
satisfactory position of having to pay
them, while having no control over
them. He then read two leiters
from prominent racing officials in New
South Wales. These were to the ef-
fect that the stipendiary stewards had
proved very satisfactory there. The
contention that our leading owners

- would not race under the system of

"paid stewards wag, in the opinion of
Mr. Turnbull, answered by the fact
that our leading owners went to Aus-
tralia and raced under jstipendiary
stewards. In conclusion Mr. Turnbull
stated that he had no doubt that a
betting ring existed among jockeys,
and one good result that would fol-
low the appointment of stipendiary
stewards would 'be that :they ' could
diseover the character of jockeys and
the nature of their betting transac
tions. ) S

In seconding the motion Mr. J. J,
MecGrath “expressed the - belief that
the appointment of stipendiary stew-
ards’ would be in the best interests
of racing. He referred to the large
sums on the balance-sheet received
from gates, nominations, acceptances,
and totalisator, and stated that the
‘people, who provided. -those- funds,
wanted something better than the con-
dition of affairs which now existed.
No one would suggest that there was
anything wrong with the stewards of
the club, but they had not the ex-
perience that was necessary.
endiary stewards were needed to keep
trainers and jockeys up to the mark.
The only thing that deterred them
from doing wrong was the fear of
being found out. S

Nothing could be more significant
of the trend of public sentiment on
this question than the fact that the
W.R.C.—which bpreviously has con-

- stantly opposed stipendiaries—unani-

mougly passed Mr., Turnbull’s resolu-
tion,

‘We have no hesitation in stating
that the present government of the
turf leaves room for improvement, and
the racing public have time and again
indicated that their chief grievance
against racing clubs in general is
that the backer of horses  does not

always get a fair run for his moneyv. .

Undoubtedly the only practical way

of overcoming this outery is to ap-

point responsible paid stewards whose
duty it would be to protect the pub-
lic in this direction. Possibly. a club
may be convinced, so far as it is in-
dividually concerned with the aport
provided is beyond criticism, but even
so the general good of the sport calls
for improved supervision. Surely the
day of the stipendiary steward will not
now he long delayed. '

e ———————

In" moving the -adoption of the

report - at the *° annuzl general
meeting of the Wellington Racing
C’ub. 1ast night, the president re.

marked that the course at Trentham
has been thoroughly maintained dur-
ing the past year, and has in addition
‘been materially improved by the

creation of a sand track over a mile

in length and 20ft. -broad. “This
track,” continued the president, “has
been proved to be an excellent one.

In fact, it is one of the finest in the
Dominion for wet weather work, and -

the club iz indebted to the care and
ability of Caretaker M‘Glashan, who
was responsible for it. The build-
ings are all In first-class repair, and
the plant of' the cub has been tho-
roughly well kept up, and renewals
installed where necessary,”

- !

—— - - - - t— — T ——

. Wives of great men oft remind them"
They - can make their lives sublime, -

" Smoking pure tobaceo only—
~"Royal -Standard’ -all the time!

Stip- .

[URF TOPICS.

P Ty,

The neominations for the City
Handicap and King Edward Memeorial
Handicap, to e decided at the forth-
coming spring meeting of the AR.C.,
c'osed on Friday last. The City Han-
dicap attracted 25 nominations, as
compared with 21 last season, while
the Memorlal Handicap drew 21 can-
didates, as against 26 last year.

- * - -

Only two favourites, Ireland and
Labour Day, to get winning brackets
at Wanganul., Five of the hest sup-

ported candidates ran into second
place
* *® * £
John Rae has added Manette
(Soult—Cuirasette) to his string at
" Ellerslie ‘
* » x* =

Dawn has been getting through
some useful work at KEllerslie, and
will be given an opportunity of prov-
ing his worth over hurdles at the

A.R.C. spring meeting.
] E * *

" At the Wanganui Jockey Club’s
spring meeting - £26,486 passed
through the totalisator, as against

£17,658 for the same meeting last
year. ’
* * * *

Sir George Clifford . headed the
winning owners' list at the Wangea-
nui meeting with £385, E. J. Watt
£245, and “Mr Highden” #£220, were
next in order. .
. ] [ ] » »

Ben Deeley was the only jockey at
Wanganui to score a douhble win.
He rode Partiotic and Labour Day.

- L ® -

That brilliant colt Antagonist has
been blistered and is to be given a
spell. All chance of the Middle Park
Plate winner putting a Derby to his
credit is thus at an end.

- - [ 3 [ ]

Bandiera, Canute, and Tevictdale
returned from Sydney by the Moe-
raki, which arrived in Waellington
last week. The three were to have
filled engazements in the A.J.C. meet-
ing, but all went amiss.

L3 - L [ J

The report of the Racing Commis-
sion caused no small amount of ad-
verse criticism when it was issued,
but the eriticism came more particu-
larly from country clubs. The Metro-
pelitan clubs refrained from making
any vigorous protest; but the presi-
dent of the Wellington R.C. gave ex-

. pression to his views in very definite

terms last week when be addressed
the annual meeting of his club. This
is how he states the case of his eclub.
“Unfortunately this commission’s re-
port affected the Wellington Racing

. Club, and, while we have not taken

any part in the public outery against

.this reduction, we feel it very sorely.

‘Wellington 'is peculiarly situated—
there iz no racecourse within fifty
miles of us. We have a population to
cater for in the town and. suburbs of
somewhere about 80,000, and, in the
past, we have only held a few hours’
racing on ten afternoons in the year.
It is difficult to see eyve-to-eye with
the people who contend that there is
too much racing provided for our
population, and it 18 still more diffi-
cult to account for the action of the
commigsion in applying the pruning
knife to us, particularly in view of
the amount of racing which has been
permitted to remain . in ‘the Napier
district.”
% .o .o# . *
The Wellington Racing Club’s re-
port for last year shows that its in-
debtedness was roughly about
£18,000, and between £40,000 and
£50,000 had been spent on the course
since the c¢lub removed from the
Lower Hutt to Trentham in 1905,
[ * - *

The Te Kuiti R.C. have decided to
largely improve their course. The
track has already .received attention,
and is likely to be in good order by

Febraury, when the annual mesting’

will be held. - Negotiations for the
purchase of - the - frechold of the
course -are also proceeding, and the
A. and P. Association have agreed to

" enter info agreement with the elub

to contribute £250 towards the im-
mediate erection of a grandstand.




