
and the numbers and per centage of

those committed for drunkenness

were as follow: —

A STRIKING CONTRAST.

In his tenth annual report the

Commissioner of the State of New

York Department of Excise, report-
ing upon the Maine law says: “The

State of Maine has enjoyed a prohi-
bitive statute since 1851. It would

be naturally expected that the records

of such a State would reveal that im-

provement in society which sobriety
furnishes equal at least to that of a

State which recognises the futility
of prohibition and regulates the traf-

fic. The contrary is the case, when

we compare the results in prohibitive
Maine with the results of a wisely-

regulated traffic in this State.” Re-;
viewing the State returns from which

we have already quoted, the Com-/

missioner says: “The average per-

centage of the number committed for

drunkenness, during the years men-

tioned, is 48 of the total number of

all persons committed for all crimes,
which is an average increase of 8 per

cent, over the number of commit-

ments in 1891.
. . .

The increase in

population in Maine, as appears by

the census of 1900, over the popula-
tion of 1890, is 33,380, being an in-

crease of 5 per cent. It appears,

therefore, that the commitments for

drunkenness in that State not only

show an average increase during the

14 years mentioned, but this increase

is greatei’ than the increase in the

population.”
* • •

THE RECENT REFERENDUM.

That Maine was in a bad way goes

without saying. The best of her citi-

zens had long since come to realise

that it was better to legalise and con-

trol the traffic in alcoholic liquors

than to continue the unequal and

wholly hypocritical attempt to enforce

the prohibition ordinance. The illicit

traffic carried on in Maine was seen

to be exercising a most demoralising
effect upon children and young peo-

ple, and a decided revulsion of feel-

ing swept over the State which found

practical expression at the elections

of last year, when Colonel Fred. W.

Plaisted was elected Governor of

Maine, he being the first Democratic

'Governor elected for over 30 years.

At the same election the Democratic

party on the same issue captured both

Houses of the Legislature, one of the

planks in their platform being the

resubmission of the Prohibition issue

to the people, thus ensuring a Demo-

cratic anti-Prohibition Administration

for the first time since 1860. The ex-

tent of the recoil against Prohibition

is shown in the capture of the Legis-

lature. As ex-Governor Cobb put it

the day after the election:—“The peo-

ple wanted a change in the law, a

change in the men, and a change in

the methods and they made it.” The

Referendum carried the other day

confirms the change made last year,

and shows a remarkable revulsion of

feeling on the former polls, a two-

thirds majority in favour of Prohi-

bition having been transformed into

a minority of 26. It has been errone-

ously stated by No-license advocates

here that the question of whether li-

censes shall or shall not be issued

will still have to be referred to the

electors of Maine. That is not so.

The Legislature stood pledged to give
effect to the Referendum, and will

straight away pass legislation empow-

ering the authorities to issue licenses.

Next week we hope to further review

the situation and to give some inter-

esting facts concerning the State of

Maine, under the restrictive policy,

now happily ended, that for so long

dominated its people.
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1900 . . . ... 5247 3259 60

1901
...

... 5270 2851 54

1902 . . . . ..
5297 . 3193 60

1903
...

. . . .4708 2364 50

1904 ...
... 5681 2642 46.5
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TRADE TOPICS.

As the great Restriction party is so

fond of vaunting the disinterestedness

of its leaders, it may not be out of

place to remark that “The Vanguard,”
the official organ of the New Zealand

Alliance, states in its imprint that

the paper is “printed and - published
for the proprietor,” etc. The Editors 1
are stated to be “the Isitt Brothers;”
the business manager is “Mr. L. M.

Isitt” (the gentleman who was re-

turned on the “Independent Liberal”
ticket for Christchurch North, in

succession to the late Mr. T. E. Tay-

lor), and a full page advertisement in

the same paper intimates that “L. M.

Isitt” is a general bookseller and sta-

tioner in a large way doing business

in Christchurch. It is, therefore, tol-

erably evident that the ex-Methodist

parsons have found their advocacy of

“No-License” a very remunerative

thing. But which of them is the pro-

prietor of ‘The Vanguard?”

Thus “Civis,” of “The Otago Daily
Times”: —“For incubating a Licensing
Bill, Mr. A. S. Adams, the eminent

Prohibitionist, has received £369

Government money. It was a lengthy
sitting—nine weeks (at five guineas
a day)—and the eggs may or may not

have been addled. These are details:

What chiefly piques the public curios-

ity is the central fact, its why and

wherefore. .Mr. Adams himself main-

tains a sagacious silence. He has

signed the -due official voucher; the

incident is closed. “Mea virtute me

involvo.” Wrapped in his virtue, se-

rene, imperturbable, he is for letting
the heathen rage. The comedy of

the situation helps. Out of the eater

came forth meat; Prohibition, in the

person of Mr. Adams, turns an hon-

est penny, thanks to the drink traffic.

Nevertheless there are people in

whose unregulated minds the facts

are fermented sourly;—witness this

scrap of correspondence, uncensored:

‘A great deal of talk has been

made about the payment to Mr.

Adams in respect. of the new Li-

censing Act, but it appears to be

only a counter-balancing of history.
The first of the Adams—the origin-
al one—made a great fall, and it

should be gratifying to his descend-

ants to know that a modern Adams

has made a great rise, and in each

case the rise and fall were be-

stowed by the governing body of

the day.’ ”

And yet again:—“On so weary and

dreary a subject as Prohibition has

come to be, it is only the scrappy

correspondent who can hope for a

place in this column. I have one this

week who sends me a quotation from

the Book of Ecclesiasticus, chapter

xxxi, verses 27-31. The writers of the

New Testament were influenced by

the Book of Ecclesiasticus, he says,

and from it the German Protestants

took their Te Deum—‘Nun danket alle

Gott,’ ‘Now thank we all our God.’

He suggests the verses quoted as an

apt motto for Dr. Salmond’s ‘Prohibi-

tion a Blunder.’

27. Wine is as good as life to a

man if it be drunk moderately;

what life is there to a man that is

without wine? for it was made to

make men glad.
28. Wine measurably drunk and

in season bringeth gladness of the

heart, and cheerfulness of the

mind.

29. But wine drunken with ex-

cess maketh bitterness of the mind,

with brawling and quarrelling.
30. Drunkenness increaseth the

rage of a fool till he offend; it di-

minisheth strength and maketh

wounds.

31. Rebuke not thy neighbour at

the wine, and despise him not in

his mirth; give him no despiteful
words, and press not upon him with

urging him to drink.

Of a refreshing sanity, this,—the true

via media. To stray from it, right or

left, is to plunge into the bog.”

Since “Eden” went dry, the Avon-

dale Jockey Club’s meetings have

been somewhat lacking in hospitality.

The reason is not far to seek. The

man with a flask—and his name is

legion—finds himself surrounded with

a halo of reflected glory. When he

invites his friends to have ‘a wee

drappie” and they adjourn to the re-

freshment booth he is called upon to

pay even more dearly for his hospit-

ality than of yore. He asks for “a

bottle of soda and three glasses.” The

young lady behind the bar promptly
demands “eighteenpence!” “What

for?” he inquires. “The bottle of

soda water and the three glasses”

Never hurry, never worry.

Don’t get in a rage:

Try to keep your temper always,

gays a good old sage.

If you get a cold and shiver,

Don’t take doctor’s pills—
Run at once, and get—’tis precious—

Woods’ Peppermint Cure for chills.

YVM'NTED.—OId Artificial Teeth. Post
VV Teeth to Dental, Box 28, Te Aro,
Wellington. Cash sent per return.
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A DRINK TO BE
! —JBWWHO®”’ z<GRATEFUL FOR.

SCHMITS
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INSIST

on

“IMPERIAL”

Always

When you shop, why do you invariably
ask for SPECIAL make of tobacco, boots,
or gloves ? Because you’ve tried it and

KNOW it’s the right thing and it suits you. £
Then WHY draw the line where Ale is BL
concerned. . If you ask for “Beer” or

I
Ale the chances are you’ll get a brew

you know nothing about and care less. ”

. You haven’t SPECIFIED it, there’s the

rub. You haven’t insisted. Make, the .
acquaintance of .

IMPERIAL ALE IV
and you’ll never ask for another. It stands SB ■■ I
for purity and reliability, and by saying JEF I
“Imperial” you’ll get satisfaction. . I
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Egmont Hotel, ,
Hawera. Jfcgjjjj,

i dry r

Terry 0. Gormley,
proprietor.

THIS HOUSE HAS RECENTLY BEEN REFURNISHED AND RE-

NOVATED THROUGHOUT, AND AFFORDS EXCELLENT ACCOM-

MODATION FOR THE TRAVELLING PUBLIC.

I ' U n Bulloch

|: M. Lade

LBL Whisky
The Largest

' Pure Malt

■■ L' ta A iLj ■' i r
■ Distillers

WorH

Leadin 9
Hotels

MAIN TRUNK BREWERY,
KUKU STREET, TAIHAPE.

W. J. KUrITZE Proprietor.
(Late of Palmerston North.)

ALE AND STOUT BREWER AND

BOTTLER.

First Prizes awarded at the Palmerston

North A. and P. Show for Beer In Cases

and Bottles. Conducted on the Latest

Hygienic Principles.
Its Quality and Excellence Unsurpassed.
Sold In quantities of 2 gals, and upwards.

Small Kegs a Speciality.
All Orders receive prompt attention.

Note.—Our Beer is brewed from th®

very b«Bt Malt and Hops only.

L A C I ER

hotel.

B E A L E Y.

Unrivalled
Acco m m oda-

“

ti on for Tour-

ists and Travellers generally. Good

Table. Hot and Cold Baths. Pure Moun-

tain air and quietude. Best of Liquors.

J. BLUMSKY Proprietor.

' HOTEL,

.‘Z*’‘ ’ QUEEN-STREET, AUCKLAND.

Near Railway Station, Tram Terminus,

the Wharf, and ’Bus Stands.

, 4 First-class Table d’Hote. Convey-

-lance meets Steamers and Trains.

■ i Tariff: 7s per day; £2 2s per week.

I'" Telephone 370.

This Hotel has a beautiful view of

the Harbour.

w> ABBOTT Proprietor.
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