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‘lorﬂnce 1meson. the vivacious sou—
brette of the Clarke and Meynell's
“Gay Gordons” Company (which willt
open its 'tour of New Zealand in Wel-
lington mnext month), who has made
herself extremely popula.r wherever
she has appeared, was tendered a
matinee benefit at the Criterion Thea-
tre, Sydney, prior to the departure of
the Company for Brisbane. Every
theatre in Sydney sent artists to con-
tribute to a magnificent programme,
and the occasion was rendered all the
more notable by the appearance of
Mr H. B Irving.

Her. Maaestys Theatre, Melbourne,
is an ﬁbsolutely transformed building
—interiorily that is, and the first night
audience which welcomes H. B. Irv-
ing there will find a great deal to ad-
mire before the curizin rises and in
the intervals. The huge proscenium
arch, curving out and over the audi-
torium, is treated delicately in browns
and creams and gold, with the model-
ling in low relief, and the panels run-
ning In elegant lines from a broad
base to & narrow point. In the sides
of the arch are the boxes with furnish-
ings and furniture, harmonising ex-
celently with the color scheme of the
house. The lighting is also entirely

changed, and the soft amber glow
from the hidden bunches imparts an
air of {llusion and grace to the whole
of the vast auditorium.
- *x L -

New Zealand play-goers will find the
“Gay Gordons” to thelr taste, whether
they have a predilection for panto-
mime, c¢omedy, drama, or musical
comedy. It has a dash of each of
these in its composition and the re-
sult 15 attractive, interesting, and en-
tertaining. There is also a good deal
of dainty sentiment in it. invelved in

" the loye story of Peggy Quainton and

Angus Graeme., The songs are catchy
and full of “business’; the chorus is
brought on to assist in every number,
and there is plenty of spectacular
brightness throughout. Moreover, the
characters are more lifelike than
generally characterises a musical play,
and the “‘Book” is bright and clever,
The beautiful dawn effect is one of
the scenic features of the piece. It
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‘centage haY? regerved: the. sinie’ geats
‘for gayary baturc}a.y an We sday.
Some ha.ve takep as. many a8 ten seats

for. eVeI‘y first night, .and’ forty app]i- ‘

cations had heen repeived up to’ lagt
Saturday for seats for every night for
. the eight weeks, Already great in-
terest has heen aroused in the season
in Melbourne. An application for ac-
commodation for 200 Adelalide music
lovers for one night is-in the hands
of the J. O. Williamson msanagement.
It is'proposed that a special excursion
tfrom Adelaide to Melbourne he ar-

. ranged ~to meet this order
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Mr H B. Irvmg, had he been in
Australia  to eollect Tepresentative
specimens of our fauna, might have
been well on the way to a small men-
agerie by now. He:has been offered
a kangareo, a parrot and a cockatoo
by three different - admirers. One
wrote that it was difﬁeu]t te know
what to hand across the footlights to
an actor. Flowers seemed out of
place. but if Mr Irving would like to
take back a2 young kangaroo to Eng-
land with him he would be pleased
to send it to the mail steamer by
which the visiting star intended re-
turning. The visiting star has been
rather perplexed as to the framing of
his answerg to these embarassing at-
tentions, but he has managed to

tactfully avoid acquiring any ammate .

trophles so far.
& - - L J

There was a good deal of sensation
on the Interstate express Dbeiween
Sydney and Melbourne one day last
week, The two snakes which had
peen in the fond care of Mr Rocke
Phillips for months past, learning
their parts in “The Speckled Band,”
were coming over to make ‘‘their
first appearance on ' the stage’” in
charge of Roy Seaton, Wwho plays
“Billy.” One of them grew lively in
the night watches, and finding a slab
loose in his box, worked about a foot
and a-half of his rather substantial
body into the open air. There hap-
rened {c te a very nervous gentleman
in the vicinity, and the yell that went
up woke mnearly everybedy in the
gleeper. It took some little time to
convince him that the snake was neti-
ther a delusion nor an intruder.

THEN fceling the mouth.
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think cf Jonah—he came out all
right! Smoke “Royal Standard’” Tebacco
and vour troubles will #nd in smoke.
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