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Oear S&ir,

At the Annual Meeting of the
Licensed Victuallers' Association of
New Zealand. held on the 19th Octo-
ber, 1910, a resolution was unanim-
ously adopted constituting the Sport-
Ing and Dramatis Review, the official
organ of the Association for the Do-
minion.

H. J. WILLIAMS.
Secretary N.Z. L.V. Association.
Wellingten, Octoher 20, 1910.

“ BUSH BEER.”

A CURIOUS PARALLEL,

RARATONGA NATIVES AND KING
COUNTRY SETTLERS.

Reading Sir Robert Stout’s report
upon the charges made against the
Administration at Raratonga, and
more particutarly the Chief Justice’s
remarks on the ligquor question, the
writer was reminded of the pregnant
opinion, expressed by a contemporary
writer, upon the futility of all at-
tempts made to prohibit the use of
stimulants. That opinion recently
found expression in these columns,
and, in view of recent developments,
it deserves to be again placed on
record, as embodying the thoughtful
conclusions of a gentleman who has
given years of study to the Temper-
ance question, and whose work on
“The Heresy of Teetotalism” con-
tains more sound logic and comimnon
gense than anyv volume of “Temper-
ance” li*terature that has »et come our
way. Savs Mr. Thorne, in the work
referred to:—

“)¢ would appear from the wide-
spread use of stimulants in every
part of the civilised world, and near-
ly in all other parts that so great
is the desire which the Creator has
fmplanted in human nature for
something of the kind, that when
laws are made which unduly pre-
vent their enjoeyment some other
and far more dangerous system is
certain to he resorted to. So haz-
ardous is any attempt of well-meant,
ili-directed fanaticism to improve on
the divine plan.”
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AM INTERESTING PARALLEL.

Tiae natives of Raratonga are plac-
ed in the same position as the resi-
dents of the King Country., They may
not purchase liquor locally, and be-
cause they are deharred from doing
so thev make it for themselves. In
the King Couniry, we are told heer is
hrewed for private consumption that
jis more “heady,” and that contains
rcore aleokal than the ordinary hrew-
ers’ heer. We know bevond this that
meinhvlated spirits, doetored in such
z fashinon a3 o give the liquid the
zupeerance and faste of whisky, has
hecn, end is zold illicitly in the King
Country, that testimony heing forth-
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ILLICIT v. LICENSED TRAFFIC.

This “bush beer” is made by the
natives from the juice of oranges and
Lananas, which is allowed to ferment
and which generates alcohol very
quickly, the natives gathering to drink
it in the bush—hence its name. An
attempt is made by the Chief Jus-
tice—himself a Prohibitionigt—to
show that this ‘bDush beer drinking’
ig due Lo the importation of alcoholic
liquors into Raratonga and that it is
this that is “causing the mischief.”
But against this seemingly plaugible,
but very misleading theory, it has to
be pointed out that “bush bLeer” was
made by the natives long before the
Turopean introduced alcoholic liquors
into the Islands, and that it is fav
more difficnlt to control the manu-
facture of “bush beer” than it is to
regulate the sale of alcoholic liguors
made or imported in the legitimate
way. The Chief Justice having open-
ed the subject and set the hall roll-
ing we are sure to hear a good deal
from the Prohibitionists during the
next few months, anent the heinous
sin of the liquor seller, in introducine
aleoholic Yiquors inte Raratonga, and
it is just as well, therefore, to em-
phasise the fact that the licensed
trade of New Zealand is no maoare re-
sponsible for the Rarotongan use of
“push beer,” than it ig for the nri-
vate manufacture of beer and the sale
of methylated spirits disguised as
whisky in the King Country. Both
are the outcome of prohibition.

“AUTOMATIC NO-LICENSE.”’

THOSE ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES
AGAIN.

THE HANDICAPS IMPOSED ON
HOTEL WLICENSEES.

Some very unnecessary feeling ap-
pears to have been exhibited in the
House of Representatives on Ifriday
by a member who objected to the in-
troduction of the licensing question
into the debate initiated by the meni-
ber for Waitaki upon the new elec-
toral Loundaries. Mr. A. M. Myers

had inciden:ally referred to the fact

that, in the readjustmment of the
houndaries, several licensed houses
were being transferred to No-license
districts with the result that the hotel-
Lkeepers in those districts have to se-
cure a three-fifths restoration vote in-
stead of a two-fifths vote for continu-
ance. Thus, Ohinemuri absorls Te
Aroha, Wairongomai and Katikati,
and, as a consequence, no less than
six licensed houses are liable to be
wiped out of existence in a manner
that was clearly never contemplated
by Parliament when the principle of
L.ocal Option was first conceded. It
is only rizht that public attention
should he directed towards this very
unsatisfactory feature in the working
o1t of the new clectoral boundaries,
and a full and free discussion should
be welcomed cn the subject. In pre-
viously dealing with the question wc
purposcely refrained from commenting
upon the unnecessary compulsion that
is placed upon electorg living in those
portiong of licensend districts that are
antomasically  transferred to No-li-
cense arcas,  Against their wishes, in
gnite of their
and utterly regurdless of their rights
as cisizens, they are compelled  to
aither win over ihe three-fifths No-
licenge majority to their way of think-
ing, ar clge submil to the seind-pro-
hibitive No-license roeghne, Nor does
the dnjuetdce ond thore, hoenase, hy
the dranefoer of their voles to Lhe No-
Hewense aron, the coplliiuance vole o
Lhe remadping portion of e Heconeeed
district s eongiderably  weonlkeped
auranggin, a8 wiafesl,  whieh  volad
Caontimiwnes o FHE, loses dldbrlely
containing six holelis Lo Ohineniord,
and  with ihewe holelg and distriels,

votes to the contrary,.

gacrifices a very considerable propor-
tion of its Continuance vote, so0 much
so, indeed, that it is quite within the
bounds of possibility that the No-li-
cense vote in Tauranga may gain the
day next November. Ou: of 5218 valid
votes recerded in Tauranga at the
Lacal OGption polls in 1908, 2860 were
cast for No-license and 2340 for Con-
tinuance. There was a strong Con-
tinuance vote pelled at Te Archa,
Fratikati and Wairongomai—:ihe three
districts now transferred to Ohine-
muri, and placed under the three-fifths
handicap—and that vote nndoubtedly
helped o save the gituation so far as
Tauranga was concerned. Now that
vote iz a'mest certain to be swamped
by the No-license vote in Qhinemuri.
whieh sns nearly 17 per cent. greater

in the Goldfields e¢lectorate than in
Tauwranea., On the cther hand, the
Tauranga Coutinuapce vote was 13

per ecent, more than the same vote in
Ohinemuri. Te Aroha, Wairongomai
and Katikati have nothing in commor
with Qhinemuri, Yet the residents of
those districts, who supplied fifteen
per cent. of the Taunranga Continuance
vete, are placed at the mercy
of the majority in the latter elector-
ate, and compelled to secure a three-
fifths vote in their favour, or go out
of existence, The thing is so mon-
strously unjust as to savour of an ouf-
rage.  And we are glad to find that
all sections of the licensed trade are
entering their protests against the
injustice. These protests should be
followed up by prompt and vigorous
action, and, if Parliament refuses fo
give redress, the law courts should
he appealed to, with the idea of hav-
ing the matter thrashed out before
the Privy Council. The position anp-
pears so unconstitutional, and the
dicability placed upon hotelkeepers is
so contrary to the common law rights
of British citizens in other parts of
fhe Empire that we helieve such an
appeal could he prosecuted suceess-
fully.

TRADE TOPICS

The N.Z. Licensed Victuallers’ As-
sgciation, at a special meeting held
in Wellington on Friday, unanimously
adopted the foliowing resolution:——
" That this meeting most strongly pro-
tests against the effects of the action
of the Boundary Commiszioners,
which virtuaily extinguishes a num-
ber of hoteis without the voice and
vote of the people having been taken,
as provided in the licensing laws of
the country.” ‘

It was pointed out at the meeting
that the loss of hotels brought about
through the alteration of bgundaries
might be far greater than the re-
sults of the general licensing poll,
angd each recurring period for bound-
ary adjustments would increase ihe
possibilities of the inclusion of licens-
e¢d houses within No-license areas.
The loss on the present oceasion
wou!ld be at least nine licenses, if re-
storation was not carried at the next
poll.

A new seale of fees  under the
Licensing Act of 1908 will come inio
force on September 1. In the old list
of fees tlicre were some uncertainties.
The old scale wag guxclted under the
Act of 1881, and. as there have been
many lacensing Act changes sinve
then, revision was necessary. Things
have urisen under  the licensing
cl_umg‘e:-; for which there was no pro-
viston in the seale, The allerations
are desceribed as Ureally revisions jo
maka for clarity'™; and it is snid that
the oflicers ghould experience lesg un
corlainty in Lhe nmticr  of precisely
whiat o (o levy,

The Bmont Voiel, Dlawern, way
rowly  cacnped destruetlon by flre on
Thurgdny morning, nu oultbrondy only
Boeligs supprossedd aftor dunmpgo o the
extent of L3H bad boen dono, The
nmound I coverod by ludnrance in the
Dhoenix nud Sun ollleow. o

The pubiication of the resuitg of the
deliberations of the Representation
Commigsioners respecting the adjust-
ment of the eiectoral boundaries
brings once more into prominence the
mmjustice of the present law in its ap-
plication to hotel licenses. Hven the
strongest amongst the advocates of
no-license must, if they are fair-mind-
ed men and women, recognise that
tnere is a slrong element of bardship
in the automatic abolition of licenses.
through the arbitrary changes that
are made in the boundaries of elec-
toral districts. The principle of the.
licensing law is that licenses may be-
abolished if a certain substantial pro-
portion of thre electors in the district
in which those licenses have been
granied so decree by their votes at
special polls taken for the purpose.
wWhat proportion of electorg should
he required to express an opinion in
favour of the abolition of licenses in
a digirict in order that their judgment
may be.ome eifective may be an argu-
able poini. But there is neither prin-
ciple nor justice in an arrangement
whereby, as the outcome of a read-
justment of electoral boundaries with-
oat any reference to the iicensing.
question, the ho.ders of licenses that
have bheen granted in virtue of the:
popuiar vote forfeit these simply be-
cause the locality to which they be-
long has been assigpned to a district
that has previously registered an
effective decision in favour of mo-
license.—"‘Otago Daily Times.”
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Speaking to an interviewer in Wel-
lington with regard to the alteration.
of boundaries, Nr A. M. Myers, the
memuer for Auck:and HEast, pointed
0wl that in mneariy ail cases where
parts of .icense districts have been
aaded to no-license ones, the popula-
tion in the neo-license area is greater
ihan tha: in the li_ensed portiontrans-
t_'crljud, with the reault that the hotels.
me.waed will have to f[ace & three-
Llliis vole ror restoration, instead of
a two fifths oue for comiinuvance, and
it can be readily understood that the
trade js voicing a strong protesi. The
Ohinemuri distrivt has absorbed Te
Arola, Waiorongomai, and Katikati,
where there are no less than six
licensed houses, three of wihich are
owned by the licensees, Where, asks
Mr Myers, can the community of in-
terest be between Te Aroha, a typi-
cal tourist resort, and Waihi which
is entirery a mining town?

An extension of the Welington
Suburbs seat up the west coast to
Flnierton will result in two hotels
—one at Pabautanui and the other at
Porirun—heing included in a no-
license area. Their licenses will dis-
appear next time unless the Suburbs.
seat alters its attitude on the ques-
tion. It is stated that the Grosvenor
Hotel and Star and Garter Hotel,
which were inciuded in the establizh-
ments closed by no-license being car-
ried in Wellington South, are now in
Wellington Central, but there is no
statutory machinery by which their
licenses can come again into opera-
tion. :
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‘I'he big changes cousequent on
Taieri's disappearance result in two
hotels going out of the old Tuapeka
electorate into Oamaru, which is a no-
license area. The JMataura no-iicense

electorate has *"wetl” boundaries, but
it has not extended them. and no
hoiels wiil be allecied.

Bruce sow emibraces Beaumont and
Waipori, and hotels at both ylaces will
be elosed. The Clutha  boundaries
will not affect any hotels, but the en-
croachment of Gamara inte what was
formerly  Toapeka  wiil viose two
helels at Mellac’s and, it is believed,
a third io the sourh. '
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“OIvig,” whose “Passing Notes” are
a Tenture ol (he Saturday’s issue of
thoe "Otagoe Daily Times,” disconrses
thnas pleasantly upon the "No-bicenase™
Conventlon” recontly held at Bnleluthas
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Islnng  dosevibed {hoe vilage of Bals
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