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" He thought that he would like to go
- on the stage, 30 he began by borrow-
ing £5 from a “pal.” Then he polish-
ed himself up and made his way-to
a theatrical agent in Maiden Lane.
'Several applicants were waiting, and
had apparently been waiting for some
time, but his was quite a new face,
and he was invited into an inner office
to interview the agent. He sang and
discussed his qualifications and evi-
dently gave every satisfaction, for to
"hig delight the agent told him that
he did not know his own value—that
he could get him an engagement with
Geo. Edwards at £12 a week. as Hd-
wardes was on the look out for just

such a man. He walked on alr for
the next couple of daya and returned

to the agent on the day appointed to
fix matters up. Then came the dis-
illusion. He wag informed by a clerk
that the gentleman he had formerly
interviewed had had to be taken away
s he was quite mad, poor chap.
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The term “Horstralia™ will have to
be extended in future to “Ho-rstra.la’.-,
sia,” says Sydney “S. and D. Nev_vs,
in order that New Zezland may like-
wise be honoured with the distinction
.of being a sporting community,
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The Adelphi Theatre, Sydney, the
headquarters of George Marlow, Lid.,
ig proving a greater success tha.r} pro-
bably the most optimistic believed.
“The opening production, ““The Bad
Girl of the Family,” had been running
six weeks when the mail left Sydney
.on May 9, and there iz no meption of
a change being made in the bill then.
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The taxis of Sydney reaped a royal
harvest on the afternoon of Mr Ger:-
ard Coventry’s complimentary mati-
nee. Such an extensive programime
had been prepared, including items
from all the leading members of the
profession in the city at the time,
that there was mnot accommodation
for all the visiting artists in Her
Majesty’s dressing rooms. Accord-
ingly it was arranged that they should
“make up’ at their own theatres, az}d
then be conveyed to Her Majesty's in
taxis which were provided for their
use by the J. C. Willlamson manage-
ment. This fact accounted for ihe
pumber of thegse modern vehicles,
which were to be seen plying to and
fro with drawn blinds.
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“ The Sorrows of Satan” is to he
produced in Melbouyrne at the King’'s
Theatre, at the conclusion of the run
of "The Sguatter's Daughter.” The
forthcoming production is a mew ver-
slon of Miss Marie Corelli’s famous
movel, written by Mr Roy Redgrave,
-who ig to play the leading part, Prince
‘Lucio, and Migs Duggan, the part of
Lady 8ybil Eltom Some new and
.elaborate scenery is being painted for
the production, a special feature be-
ing made -of an illuminated Garden
Fete. -In this scene the centre of the
-stage will be occupied Dby a huge

fountain, spraying about 50 jets of.

real water. through which coloured
limelights will be thrown; this, com-
‘bined with the effect of hundreds of
vari-coloured lamps gleaming among
the folizize of the trees, should create
-a very beautiful effect.
- - - L

Prior to her departure for Austra-
‘lia, a number of Au‘stralians_in Lou-
 don presenied Miss Ethel Irving Wit‘h

a silver boomerang as a token of thelr
.appreciation and admiration.
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“The Bad Cirl of the Family,”w ac-
.cording to the Australian papers, has
been the most remarkable ‘
.seen there for some years. It Dlayed
to capacity in all the centres of the
-Commonwealth, and is now in its sigzth
week in Sydney to houses averaging
-over 2000 nightly.
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At the King's Theatre, Melbourne,
another revival of that phenomenalily
successful Australian drama, “The
Squaiter's Daughter,” is being played
by William Andersen’s popular No. 1
Dramatic Organisation, which re-
turned from the West on Thuradey
last, and opened at The King’'s on
‘Saturday night to a packed . house,
which zccorded a tremendous recep-
‘tion to the old favourites.
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‘The Hamilton, Plimmer, and Den-
-piston Company are having a most
suceessful season at His Majesty's
‘Theatre, Perth, where the combina-
‘tion are now in their fourth week.
-Their recent purchase, ‘Nobody’s
Daughter,” wag played for the firgt
-time in Australla last week. and met
-with an enthuslastie reception.. After
-their Perth peason the company will
play short seasons at Kalgoorlie and
‘Fremantle before returning to Mel-

suceess

bourne, where they are due at the
Princess  Theatre on June 10 with
“Nobedy’s Daughter.’”
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New Zealand friends of Mr George
Darrell, will be interested to learn
that the well-known actor author is
at present gensral manager of one of
George Marlow's Companys. He re-
cently produced one of his own pieces

- in Brisbane, entitled ‘* The Verge of

Sin.”
* . * * *

It 1g cailculated that half Melbourne
heard Mr Jack Cannct’'s two songs,
“What's the Matter with Father” and
“La La,” on Hight Hours' Day. Every
band included in the five miles’ long
procession played both tunes, and at
ope point six consecutive bands were
playing “La La.”
‘was it in evidence, that thousands of
the sight-seers along the route took
up the melody and sang it to the
tramp of the marching feet as one
union after another passed. Thus deo
the pantemime songg go down to fame.

LAFAYETTH'S TRAGIC END.

A WONDERFUL ENTERTAIN-
MENT LOST TO AUSTRALASIA.

The fearful fire which occurred at
the Empire Palace Theatre, at Edin-
burgh (when amongst other victims,

Mr Latayette, the clever American’
~ illusionist, perished in the flames), is

brought home more tragically to us,
from the fact that Mr Lafayeite was
under engagement to appear at the
King’s Theatre, Melbourne, on Boxing
might, Mr Wm. Anderson having just
completed arrangements.

The fire, we learn from the cables,

‘arose through a paper lantern falling

from the wings into the scenery dur-
ing an elaborate illusion called *‘The
Lion’s Bride,” ending with & harem
scene.

The fall caused a shower of
sparks, and the whole scene was in-
stantly ablaze 'The audience at first
believed that this was part ot Latay-
ette’s design, which included bombs
and fireworks, hence there was. little
pamnic,

The theatre was emptied in feur
minutes. The actors and stage hands
meanwhile fought the flames, but were
impeded by a maddened lion and other
animzls, and the flames spread until
the stage was like a furnace, when
the safety curtain fell inwards, de-
molishing the stage. .

Lafayette, who directed the perfor-
mance, was seen outside the stage
door after the fire broke out, but re-
turned t¢ save the trained animals,
whose tricks were the feature of the
show. He was a well-known Ameri-
can illusionist. = His.body was fournd
beside the charred remains of his
favourite horse, which he was appar-
ently endeavouring to rescae.

When the stage was ablaze a lien
went mad and blocked the exit. Stage
hands gtate that Lafayette was killed
while making an attemnpt to remove
the lion.

Mr Lafayette was in the habit of
carrying 200 tens of paraphernalia
to assist him in hig business, his com-

pany consisting of thirty-two mem- .

bers. It was Mr Anderson’s intention
that Mr Lafayette should show in the
four Australian centres, Melbourne,
Sydney, Brisbane, and Adelaide, and
then bring his entertainment to New
Zealand and exhibit in the four cen-
tres here. Mr
came cout to Australia to produce Nat
Gould’'s play, “The
Lifetime,” left Melbourne about six
weeks ago, on behalf of Mr Anderson,
to complete the final arrangements
wilth Mr Lafayette, who was to b=
guaranteed a sum of £500 a week to
cover his salary and expenses. Mr
Michael Joseph informs mus that Mr
Lafayette had the most complete set
of picture posters that he has ever
scen in connection with theatrical pro-
ductions. A feature of the entertain-
ment beinz the illusion known as
“The Idion's Bride,” this necessitated
the carrying of a lion with the com.-
pany. Mr Tafayette also travelled
with a pet dog amd favourite horse.
An unprecedented demonstration took
place at Edinburgh on Sunday at the
burial of Lafayette. 'The urn contain-
ing the cremated remains of Lafay-
ette was placed.in a casket containing
the embalmed remains of his favour-
ite dog Beauty.

Mr Anderaon is naturally much up-
set at the terrible calamity, Mr
Lafayette was considered the great-
est illusionist ever seen in the Ol
Country, and so in addition to the
general feeling of horror experienced
at such a holocaust, Australasgian
audlences are deprived of seelng a
most wonderful entertalnment.,

In faect, so much

Frank Gerald, who.
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DOMINION PURE ALE.

Detightiul to Taste.

(1 Excellent Quality. It is
Made of the very best
| !ngredients, by skilled workmen.
Nourishing, Nutritious and Fresh,
|t is the Best

On the market in
N ew Zealand.

Pu‘re Barley, Malt, and Hops are
U sed in its Manufacture !
Refreshing, Re-animating and Bright, it is
'Everybody’s Favourite!

Always Ask for “ DOMINION ALE.—
| ook for the Label on the Bottle, and
' Every Drink will be Nourishment !

THE CAMPBELL & EHRENFRIED C0., Lid.,

BREWERS,
AUCKLAND.

=CORNS
You can dispose of your corns
for 1/,
Which would you rather have —your
corns or the shilling ¥ :
Your Loss is Your Galn ? g
Yonlaeesonr shilling and you find
re!

good humo;!r, and & thonsand
oy,

TEED'S CORN CURE.

All Chemiste and Rioxes, 1/~
Or Post Fres Direct from Texs & Ow.,

Wow Plymonsh,

G_LACIER

HOTEL,

BEALALET.

Acco m m oda-
tion for Tour-
Iats generally. Good
Table,-Hot and Cold Baths. Pure Moun-
taln alr and gquietude. Best of Liquors.

J. BLUMSKY Proprietor.

and Travellers

Unrivalied

JFRANKTON JUNCTION HOTEL.

FRANKTON JUNCTION.

CLUSE TOQ RAILWAY STATION.

GOOD AGQCOMMODATION FOR
TRAVELLERS.

FIRST-CLASS TABLE,

BIEET BRANDS OF WINES AND
SPIRITA.

FORTER MERTH NIGHT EXPRESH
OVER MAIN TRUNK.

[ D} ’ F M ORIARTY
(Late of Paseroa),
PROPRIETOR.

HUTEL.

BEN

N EVIS.
TURAKINA.

This Hotel is replete with every con-
venience, and affords excellent Accom-
modation for the Commercial and Tra-
velling public.

Only the Best Wines. Ales and Bpirlws
Kept. . . .

', BARNES .. ......

Propristor,

THE BEST PLACE TO STAT:
¢ g ’
The Royal
PALMERSTON NORTH.
TARIFF: Bs 60 PER DAY.

Special Terms to Commersiale and
Professionals,

Bituated close to the G.P.O. and
Opera House

Large and Well-appointed Com

mereial and Writing Rooms,
Sawple Rooms Adjrcent.
Luggage Van Meets All Traine.

A. H ROGERE .. Froprisies

PLEASE.

: BUT
DANIEL CRAWFORD'S,

ot e QBTAINABLE AT ALL BOTEL{, ——---—

LANGGUTH & CO., Auckland, Wholesale Agents.




