
sense and keen practical insight into

business, had helped them in many

a time of doubt and difficulty, and it

was to be regretted that at a time

when they should be organising their

forces in view of the 1911 option

polls, the trade associations generally
were bereft of their counsels. He

felt sure that their sympathies were

with the sorrowing relatives and

friends of these gentlemen, and he

would ask them to approve of the

letters of condolence already des-

patched, and those that were to be

sent by the secretary to the relatives

and friend? of those who had joined
the great majority, and whose loss

they a'sc mourned.
Mr Palmer then moved accordingly,

the resoluticn being carried in silence,
all standing.

It was decided to take action forth-

with to organise the several branches

cf the trade, in view of the coming

option polls, the secretary being in-

structed to address communications
to kindred associations and organisa-
tions, and to arrange for a conference,
if necessary, with representatives of

the wholesale interests.

Labour troubles engaged the at-

tention of the meeting for some time,
and the president was empowered to

interview the officials of the Labour

Department, with the view of more

clearly defining the position of re-

tailers under the Shops and Offices

Act, in regard to certain of their em-

ployees.
Other business of a routine charac-

ter wa-> transacted, and the proceed-
ings adjourned.

TRADE TOPICS.

The Trade in Auckland has sustain-

ed another severe loss in the death

of Mr John J. Russell, proprietor of

the Star Hotel, Otahuhu, who was

discovered dead in bed on Sunday
morning by his son, Mr Percy Rus-

sell. Deceased was in good spirits
the day before, and had attended a

sale at Papatoitoi, retiring to rest at

night without any symptoms
of illness. When discovered in bed

his feet were cold, but . his body was

still warm. Heart failure is ascribed

as the cause of death. Until recently
Mr Russell had lived in

.

Onehunga,
where he was long and favourably
known, especially for his connection

with Masonic and friendly societies.

He held the position of secretary in

Court Pride of Onehunga Foresters

for six years, and was treasurer for

three more, while for some years he

acted as treasurer of Lodge Manukau,
the Masonic Lodge at Onehunga. It
is only a few weeks since Mr Russell’s

wife died suddenly, while his father

and mother have each passed away

during the last twelve months. The

interment, which took place at Wai-
karaka on Monday afternoon, was of

a private nature. At the inquest
(Mr A. Harris, Acting Coroner), the
medical evidence was to the effect that

the deceased had suffered from acute

heart trouble, and the jury brought
in a verdict in accordance with this

testimony.

Mr Lamartine Dwan, of Dwan Bros.,
Hotelbrokers, Wellington, who has

been on a visit of inspection to the

East Coast, in connection with land

properties, is at present in Auckland,
still “on business bent.”

“Ted” D’onnelly, who has just sold

his interests in the “New Zealander”

Hotel, Wellington, to Mr McManus,
late of the Central Hotel of the same

city, is spending well-deserved holi-

days in Auckland.

Among the visitors who are staying
at the British Hotel, are: E. Allen,
Johnsonville; J. R. Bills, Otaki; D.

Burn, Wakefield, Nelson; W. F. But-

ters, Warkworth; and S. Wadsworth,
Talivera, delegates attending the bien-

nial meeting of the Grand Lodge of

Druids, at present being held in

Auckland.

Mr G. McArthur, the proprietor of

the Star Hotel, Tauranga, is at present
in Auckland, and is staying at the

British Hotel.

Mr A. E. Brunette, proprietor of

the Grosvenor Hotel, Blenheim, ar-

rived here last Sunday morning, in

connection with the meeting of the
Grand Lodge of Druids, which is ex-

pected to last till the end of the

week.

Of the late Mr C. B. M. Branson,
President of the Dunedin Licensed
Victuallers’ Association, and Vice-

president of the New Zealand Asso-

ciation, who (as started last week),

passed away on the morning of the

Ist inst, our Christchurch correspon-

dent writes:—Mr Branson was one of
the most popular members of

the Trade in the Dominion.
A man of the most scrupul-
ous honor and integrity, widely
known and respected, he will be great-
ly missed. For about twelve years
he was the proprietor of the hotel
which bears his name in St. Andrew’s

street, Dunedin, and conducted the
house in the. most exemplary way.
From being quite a minor hotel,
“Branson’s” has become, under, its
late proprietor’s wise rule, well and

favourably known to travellers, and

a very valuable property. Mr Bran-
son had a paralytic stroke on Xmas

Eve, but the doctors held out great
hopes of his recovery. He gradually
sank, however, and the end came on
the first of the month, as already an-

nounced. Mr Branson (“Charley
Branson” as he was universally
known), leaves a widow, two sons,
and a daughter to mourn his decease,
all of them well-known and highly
esteemed. The Trade has sustained
an irreparable loss in the death of

Mr Branson.

Mr Victor Cornaga is evidently quite
at home at Gleeson’s Hotel, of which
he took possession recently. Under

his direction the old Hobson-street
hostelry is proving more popular than

ever. More power to Victor! May
his shadow never grow less!

* i? • Jfr

Mr F. C. Bass, late of the Northern
Wairoa Hotel, Dargaville, is again in

harness. After a short holiday spell
he has taken over the management of
the Prince Arthur Hotel, having pur-
chased Mr T. B. O’Connor’s interests
in that well-known house of call. Mr
Bass’s many friends bn the Northern
Wairoa are certain to look him up on

their periodical visits to town, and
under its new management the Prince
Arthur will compare more than fav-

ourably with the best hotels in town.
We wish Mr Bass every success in
his new venture.

• * • w

Mr Agnew’s many friends will re-

gret to learn that he is again in a

private hospital. He underwent an

operation for appendicitis some few
weeks ago, and had so far recovered
as to get about again, when he caught
cold, and, suffering a relapse, was
ordered back to bed. He was on the

eve of taking over the management
of the Thames Hotel, during Mr Bux-
ton’s trip to the Home land. The de-
lay that has thus occurred in the ar-
rangements made for his taking the
hotel over will, it is hoped, be of
short duration only, the mischief be-
ing likely to be remedied by a few
day’s rest and careful treatment.

“I had not touched drink for six

months, and the little I had over-
came me,” said a man at the Thames
Police Court, London. But the rising
sympathy of the court fell hurriedly
when the assistant-gaoler explained,
“He was only released that day, after
six months’ imprisonment.”

* * « «

A Westport message states that the
police are appealing against the de-
cision of the magistrate in dismissing
the informations against Westport
publicans for selling liquor on Decem-
ber 26. The appeal will be heard in
the Supreme Court at Westport in
March.

•'• * •

At the Auckland Magistrate’s Court,
Mr C. C. Kettle, S.M., gave judgment
in a case in which the Auckland Hotel
and Restaurant Employees Union (Mr
C. E. Skelton) proceeded against G.
Hyde (Mr Singer) licensee of the
Star Hotel, for engaging a barmaid
otherwise than through the secretary
of the union. The facts in connection
with this case were that Mr Hyde had
made application to the secretary of
the union on November 21 for a bar-

maid, but one was not supplied. Sub-

sequently he telegraphed to Welling-
ton, and secured a barmaid. His

Worship said that in his opinion the

defendant’s action was justified, on
the ground that the union did not sup-
ply his requirements within a reason-
able time. The case was dismissed.
His Worship said that he would con-

sider the question of costs for the de-
fendant.

The question of the legality of sell-
ing soft drinks on Sundays was

brought under the notice of the Prime

Minister on Saturday by a deputation
representing £he restaurant-keepers
and others. It was stated that the

police were now contending that un-

der section 17 of the Police Offences
Act, soft drinks could not be sold on

Sundays, even to customers who pre-
ferred them to tea or coffee. It was
stated that over 100 prosecutions
were pending, and that 24 summonses
had already been issued: The police,
it was stated, claimed that they had
the power to close refreshment rooms
altogether Jon Sundays, although
barbers were allowed to work until
nine o’clock on that day. Sir Joseph
Ward replied that the Government
could not interfere with the enforce-
ment of the Act, and if any hardship
existed the only remedy would be to
amend the Act next session. He was
in favour of soft drinks being obtain-
able on Sundays, but any movement
towards the initiation of a system of
general Sabbath trading should be

checked. He would, he added, make

a statement on the subject after con-

sulting the Grown law officers. The
deputation was introduced by Mr

Arthur M. Myers, M.P.

THE WORLD'S WINE CROP.

FRENCH AND GERMAN VINE-

YARDS. ■

OUTLOOK NOT TOO PROMISING.

Several reports from various wine

growing districts have already ap-
peared showing that the season of
1910 has been disastrous. Messrs.

Gilbeys annual report has appeared
and only confirms the most pessimis-

The Ale Unequalled
FOR WHOLESOME INVIGORATING QUALITIES.

RIDS YOU OF LANGUOR THESE HOT DAYS,
AND FRESHENS YOUR TIRED BRAIN.

THERE’S NONE OTHER LIKE

“IMPERIAL” |
ALE >

AS A BODILY TONiC—AS A ffflßWjl
REJUVENATOR. HAVE A BOTTLE 'I |1
TO-DAY WITH YOUR FRIEND. '

At All Hotels, . tfig
HANCOCK & Co. (N.Z.) Ltd1 I ■ s’'lift'll

™ "

VTETHEN VISITING TE KUITI Please Remember that
vv THE HOTEL GRAND,

r
~ ~

■■■

< W'_' ~~~

’

WM
‘

s
* KINQ’ pr°prietor ’

: three recommen-

' ’ I' ’ Nation®—First-clasn Table,

Comfortable and Spacious)

Bedrooms, Good Sitting*-

’ •’'l •’ l> ooms. Attention and

I--
Civility gratis.

— —— ■

Egmont Hotel,

Hawera
-

■

c | < j||i ijifci
Terry 0. Gormley,

P RO P RIETOR.

THIS HOUSE HAS RECENTLY BEEN REFURNISHED AND RE-

NOVATED THROUGHOUT, AND AFFORDS EXCELLENT ACCOM-

MODATION FOR THE TRAVELLING PUBLIC.

MAIN TRUNK BREWERY, HOTE“ F°R • SA“v
CANTERBURY DISTRICT.

KUKU STREET, TAIHAPE.

HOTEL, City—2s Rooms, 7% years’
lease, rent £6OO, takings average

zt of Palmerston Nlorth 1 £80: 14 to 15 hgds. no bottle trade.
(Late or Palmerston JMortn.j

Furniture insured for £5OO. Very easy
:— house to run. Price £2BOO, stock at valu-

ation.

ALE AND STOUT BREWER AND

BOTTLER.
- -— Hotels, Farms and Houses For Sale

First Prizes awarded at the Palmerston
In all parts of Canterbury.

North A. and P. Show for Beer in _Cases jf you want to sell your Hotel send
and Bottles. Conducted on the Latest

..

' J

Hygienic Principles. the particulars to

Its Quality and Excellence Unsurpassed. ’
Bold in quantities of 2 gals, and upwards.

Small Kegs a Speciality. tt a r w
All Orders receive prompt attention. r e d are,

Note.—Our Beer is brewed from the .LAND, ESTATE & HOTEL BROKER,
very best Malt and Hops only.

183 CASHBLI gnv CHRISTCHURCH.
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