
AUSTRALIAN HAPPENINGS.

(From Qur Melbourne and Sydney
Correspondents.)

A member of the cast of the Aus-

tralian production of Conan Doyle’s
drama “The Speckled Band/’ which
will be staged next year by J. C. Wil-
liamson, Ltd., that is hardly likely to

become popular with playgoers, will be

“Tne Speckled Band” itself, which will
be nothing more or less than a real
live snake. In the London production
of the drama a “property” snake was

used, but it is proposed to go one

better out here and present the real
article. To this end Mr. Rocks Phil-

lips, the property master in Sydney,
has bought a fine specimen of a rep-
tile from Messrs. Toat and Rohn, and

now has it in training in his work-

shop, where it is Installed in a glass
house, and has half an hour every

day spent on its theatrical education.
• • « «

Young, bright and attractive and

yet with an excellent experience of
pantomime work in London and the

provinces, Miss Dorothy Firmin, who
is to take the part of the principal
girl in this year’s J. C. Williamson
pantomime, should be eminently suit-
ed for the character of the Princess

Edwidge, the beloved of the redoubt-

able Jack of “Jack and the Beanstalk”
fame. Miss Firmin is the possessor

pf a fine voice and she is also an ex-

cellent dancer. In addition to pan-
tomime roles, which she has appear-
ed in regularly for some years past,
she has been successful in musical

comedy and comic opera, and has, in-

deed, had a good all round experience
in musical attractions-

William Anderson’s new dramatic
organisation opens at the King’s Thea-
tre, Melbourne, on Saturday evening
next in the greatest of all Walter
Melville’s dramatic successes, “The
Worst Woman in London.” The new

company was specially selected by Mr.
Anderson, and includes: Messrs. Con-
way Wingfield, Frank Gerald, Harry
Sweeney, C. R. Stanford, Walter Dal-
gleish, the Misses Harry Ireland,
Florence Richter and Lillian Wise-
man. The company has just conclud-
ed successful seasons in Sydney, New-
castle and Brisbane. “The Worst Wo-

man in London” has a powerful plot
and sensational scenes, one of which
represents the heroine sliding along
a telephone wire from a burning
house.

In its ninth week, during the mat-

inee performance of “Our Miss Gibbs,”

the queue for the evening presenta-
tion of the piece was 100 yards long,
and the box office plans gave evidence

that the house was booked up for a

.week ahead. These facts speak for
themselves.

Mr. Marlow believes in giving his
patrons the best money can buy. In

addition to new plays Mr. Marlow
has just signed contracts with four-

teen English artists with great Lon-

don reputations who will reach Aus-

tralia at the beginning of next year.

Mr. William Desmond, the young
American actor who has made such
a hit in “Salvation Nell,” at the Thea-
tre Royal, Sydney, is on the look out

for a good twenty minutes drama.

Indeed, he says that every actor in

America is pursuing a similar quest.
With such a “playlet” as he has in

his mind Mr. Desmond considers that

a man might keep going for years at

all the leading music halls of America
and England. But so far he has not

succeeded in getting just what he

wants, and when he confesses that

such a piece “requires a single con-

tinuous effort, that there must be no

let down, no detraction from an ad-

venturous development, which is at

once exciting and attractive through-
out,” it will be realised that such
productions do not grow on every
bush.

The last financial year of the Drury
Lane Company has been most success-

ful, and according to the reports of

the directors just to hand, this success
is in the main owing to the immense

popularity of “The Whip,” which they
reckon as the most successful drama

ever staged at the theatre. They
were in a position to pay £20,000 into
the Reserve Fund, and were also able
to carry forward a substantial sum

to ensure a satisfactory dividend next
year. In addition they declared a 10

per cent, dividend and a bonus divi-
dend at the rate of five per cent. In
spite of the fact that it was the
thirteenth year of the Company's ex-

istence, they consider it the bright-
est twelve months in the history of
Drury Lane.

The revival of “The Dollar Prin-
cess” at the Melbourne Princess’
Theatre Saturday week, November 26,
met with a deservedly warm recep-
tion from the large audience which
assembled to renew acquaintance with

the dainty and melodious musical

comedy. In addition to the charm

which accrues to the attraction itself,
an additional interest was felt in the
reproduction on account of the sim-

ultaneous appearance in the piece of

two leading Australian artists, who

have come to the fore during recent

years. For the first time Miss Flor-

ence Young made her appearance with

this company in the part of Olga Lab-

inska (the part, by the way, in which
Miss Olive Godwin appeared to such
advantage when the piece was first

staged in Melbourne). Miss Godwin
herself on this occasion appears as

Alice Conder, and there is no doubt

that she appears to far better advant-

age in the part than any of her pre-
decessors. She has a fine voice, a

very attractive personality and

a fund of comedy, and with
all these acquirements combined,
makes a really excellent study
of the millionaire’s sister. Miss

Lottie Sargent in her original part
of Daisy adds considerably to the suc-

cess of the piece as far as the ladies

of the cast are concerned, while of

course with Mr. Bert Gilbert as the
multi-millionaire, Mr. Herbert Clayton
as Freddy Fairfax, Mr. Frank Green as

the Earl of Quorn, Mr. W. S. Percy
as Bulger and Mr. Victor Prince as

Tartaroff, it may confidently be as-

sumed that the balance of the cast is

perfectly adequate.

Mr. Andrew MacCunn’s music for

this year’s pantomime is so excellent
that Mr. Gerard Coventry decided,
some little time ago during rehears-
als of the chorus, to find out what the

ballet girls could do in the way of

helping to swell the volume of sound

and giving fuller expression to the

score. So the members of the bal-
let were called together and asked to

prepare themselves for. the trial on

a certain day. They were naturally
anxious to acquit themselves well,
though singing was not really in their

line. When the time for the trial

arrived they stood up manfully (or
womanfully) and opened their mouths
to such good effect that Mr. Coventry
was amazed at the volume of tuneful

sound that they produced and when

they had finished, congratulated them
most heartily on their achievement-

They were naturally very pleased with
themselves and suggested amongst
other things that the real chorus
should be dismissed and their services

retained at Grand Opera salaries.

These two suggestions are “still be-

ing considered by the management.”
But unquestionably the music for the

big ’Xmas attraction this year prom-
ises to be something very far above
the ordinary, and the specially select-

ed body of choristers should do it full

justice and make it one of the fea-

tures of the production.

THE DETECTIVE IN DRAMA.

Mr. GEORGE MARLOW’S REFLEC-
TIONS.

“Ever since Hawskshaw, the detec-
tive, first arose from his trapdoor,” j
stated Mr. George Marlow to a '-I
representative of “ The Adelaide
Daily Herald,” the detective in
drama has had an unfailing !
charm for theatregoers. What is
surprising, though, is that in view
of his immense popularity in book
form, the detective has not had a much
bigger place in stage fiction. It had
to be left to Messrs. Shirley and Lan-
deck, the well-known writers of melo-
drama, and authors of Nick Carter,
Detective, to realise this fact, and the
real red hot detective dish as it is
found in the shockers is only just be-
ing served up in London in the manner
in which it was offered in Adelaide in
“Nick Carter, the Detective.”

“The detective in drama is usually
taken too seriously or too flippantly.
The dramatic treatment of Sherlock
Holmes, artistic as it was, would
doubtless have been more popular had
it been on more sensational lines, for
Conan Doyle in literature is never

ashamed to be sensational. On the
other hand, we find the detective figur-
ing continually in farces (or also in
picture shows) as an absurdly ludi-
crous figure. The fact did not seem

to be realised until Nick Carter was

dramatised that the detective, has, by
reason of the hazardous nature of his
profession, a special license to do dar-

ing deeds without being considered an

impossible hero. In other words the
detective can go to extremes in hero-
ism and be convincing.

“The reason is apparent. No de-
tective ever made a success in his
profession without going through ad-

ventures which, if enacted on the stage
would have half the audience fainting.
In drama, therefore, he can depict
heroics to a degree that would seem
ridiculous if credited to a clerk or a

shop walker, simply because his pro-
fession is identified with that sort of
thing. The soldier of fortune is me-

diaeval romance stood, to his time

much in the same relation as our mod-

ern day detective does to us. His de-

signation proclaimed him the doer of
brave deeds and consequently they
were expected of him, and no one was

surprised when they happened. There-
fore we see him the central figure of

romantic drama—posing, boasting and

knocking down every one in sight, and

we regard it as quite the natural thing
for him to do.

“The detective to-day is entitled to

the same liberty on the stage. We
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Corner of

WAKEFIELD AND RUTLAND STS.

THE OLD THEATRICAL HOUSE.

THOROUGHLY RENOVATED

THROUGHOUT.

NEW AND UP-TO-DATE APPOINT-

MENTS.

TOM HENSHAW Proprietor.

P. B. HUME
Gent’s Tonsorlatl -Artist.

Mb. Hume is an Expert at Hair-
Dressing, and Satisfaction is

Guaranteed.

City Chambers, Queen-st., Auckland

[A CARD.]

J. R. LUNDON,

ba>bist*b ajtd solicitor

Nos. 19 and 20,

COOMBE9* ARCADE.

Queen Street, AmMibl

ASSEMBLY HALL, ROTORUA

Saating Accommodation for COO people.
Fitted with Electric Light.

Charges Moderate.

ror terms and full particulars, apply t»

STEELE BROS., Rotorua.

♦r
" Sporting and Dramatic Review’

Office.

JQ-OTEL, JJAWERA.

Best Brands of Wines and Spirts al-

ways on hand.

First-class Accommodation. Good
table.

Billiard room.

GEO. H. GIBBON Proprietor.

QLASGOW p.OFFEE

J3ALACE

(Next Coker’s Hotel),

CHRISTCHURCH.

SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION

SUPERIOR BEDS

SUPERIOR TABLE

HOT AND COLD SHOWER BATHS.

TARIFF: 4s A DAY

F. P. SMITH Proprietor.

.Afternoon Tea
Would You like a

Change tor the Better ?

If so, try

BARBER’S
Up-to-date TEA BOOMS,

262, Queen Street*
The TEA is fragrant and delicious,
and the CAKES are dainty.

Barber’s
*

kHz 1

■IQiwiBIWI

British temperance hotel.

(under new management). Cumber-
land-st, Dunedin. Mrs. I Thompson
Proprietress. ,

Excellent Accommoda-

tion for the Travelling Public. Terms

Moderate.

R OB R ° Y OTE L,

LOWER FRANKLIN ROAD.

W. G. RAE Proprietor.

BEST BRANDS OF LINES AND
SPIRITS ONLY OCKED.

W.G. will be pleased tu welcome all
his old friends as Weil as the new.

£ E N

BRITOMART HOTEL.

CORNER CUSTOM-STREET EAST

AND GORE-STREET.

AUCKLAND.

"seotoa"
DELICIOUS AFTERNOON TEA

A SPECIALITY.

TEA ROOMS.

After the Theatre,
PAY A VISIT TO

Savoy Cafe,
| MR. J. NIEPER, Proprietor.

JACK SHARP

(Member of English Cricket XI. and
W English Football XI). The “Special
a New Century” CRICKET BAT, as

1 used by U.S. in England v. Australia
Test Match, 21s. and 255. each. Post-

Fjri tge, Is. 6d. extra. Every requisite
f (of the best qualities supplied for

! CRICKET, TENNIS, FOOTBALL,
and all games. Send for splendidly
illustrated list, post free on applica-
tion. AU orders receive the personal

! attention of Jack Sharp, Expert
Sports Outfitter,

ENGLAND.

g,TAR J-lOTIDL, ADDINGTON.

I R. BERTI Proprietor.
Splendid accommodation for Travelling

Zublic. The comfort of guests studied.
CRAMS STOP AT DOOR OF HOTEL.

Close to the A. and P. Grounds, N.Z.

Trotting Course, and Addington Sale-

yards.
TARIFF MODERATE.

Ring up TELEPHONE 2777 on arrival.

J. D. WEBSTER,
37, QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND.

Opposite Railway Station. ’Phon© M4.

Call and have a Delicious MILK SHAKE
or one of our number of various drinkn

from our American Crystal Soda
Fountain.

IT'S ALL THE RAGE.

THE CLUB HOTEL,
.

PALMEMTON 3VOMTZ.

Stands on two Acres of Land; front*#*
196 feet; promenade balcony; contain*
50 bedrooms, and private sittingroosas
and 12 Sample Rooms. The appoint**
house for the Associaton of N.Z. asd
Australian Commercial Travellers.

H. B. TUCKER.
Proprietor and Owner.

TpOB a snug, quiet home, away from
the noise of the City, yet only a few

minutes from everywhere, go to th©

PROVINCIAL HOTEL,

CHRISTCHURCH.

It’s two minutes from the Farmers'
Co.-op., and is’ very comfortably Fur-
nished.

TARIFF: 6s 6d.

G. XEiBS
. Proprietor.
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