
THE
LIGENSED
VICTUALLERS
GAZETTE
TRADE TOPICS.

<The Clarendon Hotel is now under

the management of Mr. Tom Hen-

shaw, who for many years has occu-

pied a leading position in the employ
of the Union Steamship Company, and

as proprietor of the Petone, Ngarua-

wahia, and Rotorua hotels. The

Clarendon has been thoroughly reno-

vated, the upstairs saloon bar is re-

plete with luxurious fittings, and the
whole house has been made up-to-
date. With his long experience in

catering for the public,’ Mr. Henshaw
with confidence solicits a call from

visitors for whom he has ample ac-

commodation in every respect.

At the Ashburton Police Court on

Friday, James Stewart, labourer, of

Methven, was fined the maximum

penalty of £lO and costs for supply-
ing liquor to a prohibited person.

During the hearing of an applica-
tion for a prohibition order, last week,
one of the witnesses ventured the

opinion that sly-grog selling was ram-

pant in Masterton and that defendant
was procuring liquor of the most vile

description which was simply poison-
ing him.

Judging by the general opinion
among miners, (writes a Waihi cor-

respondent), there is a very strong
and growing feeling here that “li-
cense” will be won back at next year’s
local option poll. As far as can be

gathered, this is the outcome of the

harassing conditions which exist
under no-license in regard to procur-

ing liquor, also as the result of the

large number of prosecutions in this
connection, which will probably top
the list for the whole of the Do-

minion. Many are of opinion that it
would be far bettei’ to have straight-
out national prohibition than to con-

tinue under the provisions of no-li-

cense legislation as it now stands.

The illustration on this page repre-

sents the well-known Gladstone Hotel
which is a favourite house with tour-

ists and visitors to Dunedin. Being
centrally situated in Maclaggan
Street, the Gladstone attracts an ever

widening circle of patrons who are

always certain of first-class accom-

modation being provided. Mr. Jno.

Collins, the proprietor, has a repu-
tation second to none as a caterer

for the public wants, and his house
is stocked with only the finest class of

wines, ales, and spirits.

Owing to the virtual cancellation

of the form under the British Budget.
Irish publicans are relieved from

furnishing answers to 60 questions
requiring the minutest details of

sales and profits durng the past three

years. The concession has provok-
ed a demand for similar treatment

in England. The concession is in-

terpreted as a desire not to challenge
a fight with the Nationalist Parlia-

mentary party. Burton brewers

have decided to withdraw rates pend-
ing a decision on the rating appeals.
The Treasury has refused to accept
the new assessments founded on the

Shoreditch assessment case, and a

fresh action will be taken.

At the Paeroa Police Court on

Thursday, W. Martin, of Karanga-
hake, was fined £5 and costs for send-

ing liquor into a no-license district

without being properly labelled. He

was also fined £1 and costs for fail-

ing to give the vendor of liquor a

written order that it was to be

brought into a no-license district.

A report by W. and A. Gilbey, wine

and spirit merchants, on this sea&-

son’s vintage, estimates that there
will be only a-tenth of the usual crop

in the Rhine and Moselle districts.
There will be no vintage at all in

Champagne, Saumur, Burgundy, and

Chablis. No brandy will come from

Cognac, while there will be only a

third of the average vintage at Medoc,

and a half crop in Italy. Spain will

only supply from one-half to three-
quarters of her usual output, and

Australian supplies have decreased.
France’s loss by the failure of the

vintage is estimated at £20,000,000.

At the Ohakune Police Court on

Friday last, before Mr. Kerr, S.M.,

Henry George, for sly-grog selling,
was convicted, and fined £2O and

costs. At Taumarunui on Thursday.
John Boggs was fined £25 for a simi-

lar offence.

The habitual disregard of the pro-

hibitory law engenders disrespect for
all law; it benumbs the moral sense,
and leads to evasion, subterfuge and

hypocrisy, resulting not infrequently
in perjury; its blighting effect on

the material prosperity of the peo-

ple is strongly marked; it cuts off

from the community the revenue de-

rived from the liquor business with-

out lessening the evil of intemper-
ance; it largely increases public ex-

penses in the vain effort to enforce
the law; it adds seriously to the bur-

den of taxation.

Fortunes have been made out of

public-houses in the City of London

in the past, but what with high rents,
increased rates, and heavy license-

duties, coupled with the change that

has taken place in the habits and cus-

toms of the people, many city publi-
cans are finding it impossible to make

both ends meet. In some cases the

shutters have been put up for good
—and the pity is that a large poster
with the words printed in bold let-

ters, “The latest result of Mr. Lloyd

George’s Budget,” has not been post-
ed outside. As illustrating the strug-
gle going on it may be mentioned

that of the eighty-eight consolidated

rate summonses dealt with at the

Guildhall, last month, quite a number

were those of license-holders.

A beer keg which was “planted” in

some bush near Kaitangata after a

party had had “once round” from it

subsequently disappeared. The

‘Press’ reports that the ostensible

owner promptly reported the theft

to the police, who made inquiries,
and found that there had been six

subscribers at 2s 2d each, and that

the names of these subscribers had

not been given to the vendor (a Dun-

edin brewer), and now the man who

ordered the beer has been summoned

for the alleged breach of the law ap-
plicable to no-license districts involv-
ed in not giving the names of his
partners in the keg.

• * » »

How easily perscons may innocent-
ly commit a breach of the Bicensing
Act was illustrated by one of the
technical cases heard at the Oamaru
Court, states the “Mail.” The de-

fendant was a young man charged
with giving an order for liquor to
be sent to Oamaru without giving a

statement in writing of his name and
address and the name and address of
the person to whom such liquor was
intended to be sent. It appeared from
statements made by defendant’s
counsel that the young man had been
about to return to Duntroon from

Oamaru, when a friend said to him:
“Ask Bert Orr to send me a bottle
of whisky.” In compliance with the

request, defendant had pulled up at

the Empire Hotel and shouted to the

barman, “Send a bottle of whisky on

to .” The licensee had despatch-
ed the liquor through the Court in
the usual way, and subsequently a

police officer, looking through the
hotel books, had marked the absence
of the written statement from the

person ordering the liquor. Since it
is outside the province of the police
to discriminate between innocent

breaches and those to which suspici-
ous circumstances attach, a prosecu-
tion followed, and the young man’s

obliging disposition cost him a fine
of 10s.

Gladstone Hotel, Maclaggan Street, Dunedin. Jno. Collins, Proprietor.

A SHINING EXAMPLE.

THE SAVING INFLUENCE OF
NO-LICENSE.

The following extract from the
“Bulletin” of October 20 gives a valu-
able testimonial to Archdeacon

Boyce’s infallible panacea against the
cursed drink:—

“Leno”; If Foster Fraser could be
dumped down in Wonthaggi, the baby
town beside the Victorian State coal

mine, his idea of the Australian’s lack
of energy, etc., would get a bump.
Although only about four month
old, the progress made in building
the town is marvellous. Wonthaggi
has about 3000 inhabitants, the busi-

ness portion is lined with shops, the
residential part contains about 200

fairly well-built cottages, and new

places are going up every day. There

are three newspapers, four churches,

a skating rink and a theatre. But
there are no hotels. A large two-

storeyed brick building nearing com-

pletion is labelled “Hostel,” and the

owners are hoping to obtain for it
a “club license.” For water the Go-
vernment has temporarily laid pipes
along the surface; for beer the hold-

er of a two-gallon license delivers the
liquor per dray. Coal mining is a

thirsty game; and as the beer cart

can’t call often enough, there has
been a great crop of sly-grog shops
at Wonthaggi. These shops are
known to the initiated as “The Blue
Pig,” “The Little Pig,” “The White
Pig,” etc. Always the) name has
“Pig” in it. The police spies, working
as miners, have been kept busy, and
in one week five “Pigs” were turned
into pork. When the five were cap-
tured they immediately drew up a

circular letter to all the business
people of the town, asking them to
organise a fund for their defence,
which looked like a delicate way of
suggesting that the captives were
not the only ones in the sly-grog busi-

ness. N. S. Wales needn’t have gone
so far as Maoriland to learn what hap-
pens when there isn’t a licensed pub
in the neighbourhood.

TRADE CITIZENS AND THEIR
RIGHTS.

In an interview with a press repre-
sentative, Aiderman Edward John-
son, chairman of the British Central
Trade Board, emphasised the view
that protests of the Trade against
injustice must now and always be
based primarily upon the broad
ground of the rights of licensed vic-
tuallers as citizens. In supporting
the claims of his party to just and
equitable recognition he said: “As
citizens and no more—for we want
no favours—as citizens and no less,
lor we demand that fair right as citi-
zens which as denizens of a free
country we have a right to expect.
Whatever burdens are placed on the
shoulders of our fellow-countrymen
we desire to bear in equitable pro-
portions, and will not shrink from
bearing them. We are not aliens in
a strange land. The country’s in-
terests are our own, as are its aspira-
tions. We give ourselves freely in
its service. We are not an indiffer-
ent contribution to the nation’s
strength. There are, or were, some
hundred thousand hostelries and inns
in England. They represent so many
homes in which our helpers and ser-
vants are employed and our children
are being trained and reared. From
these homes regular contributions of
human units are made to the Army
and Navy and the other public ser-
vices. Many even find their way
into the services of the Church as well
as of the State. We pay rates and
taxes in excess of our fellow-citi-
zens. We pay higher licenses than,
are expected from them to a State
which used to give us a kind of guar-
antee of the security of our calling
as it now does to them. On these
and a thousand other grounds we pro-
test. We must be treated fairly
as citizens. We are neither out-laws
nor pariahs, nor Israelites, but verit-
able citizens in a hitherto free and
justice-loving State. And : we savi
more. We will no longer remain
silent and inactive under “hard and
biting laws” imposed on us by a cult
alien to England and its institutions
whose novel doctrines are fast sap-
ping the liberties of the people and
making them hate instead of love
the iand that Shakespeare knew, and
that our forbears delighted to hon-
our and to serve.

And we contend that in the main
we have been true servants of the
btate as becomes all good citizens.
Our business is one that has been
created by the public’s necessities.
We have sheltered in and welcomed
to our premises, it is true, “all ranks
and conditions of men,” and they
have valued the provision that we
have made for them, for we have
facilitated their business pursuits in
their daily life in hundreds of ways
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