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' _criticlse the effort thch When due
.allowance has heen. made on the lines ance round the. playing area easﬂy .

indicated, was.one of: the best of the
evening, -and iwas met with an un-
usually vigorous encore. .

Miss Rosina Bu¢kmann’s fine voice
was heard: with much acceptance in
.the gipsy part of. Mercedes, Mias
Mabel Batchelor figuring in the sister
role of Frasquita, with . good -effect.
Mr. Orme Darvall as Zuniger (a lieu-
tenant) made the most of his oppor-
tunities, as also did Mr. Fergusson
Allen in the role of Morales (a bri-
gadier), the smuggler parts of .Dan-
cairo and Remendado being taken by
Mr. Rufus Ferguson and Mr. Edward
Wynn respectively.

The . chorus singing was a pro-
nounced success, the voices being
well balanced and the general effect
excellent. Special mention- should
be made of the children’s chorus, who
were particularly good in their open-
ing number * W’hen the Soldiers
Mount on Guard.

The orchestratlon was azaio a very
striking - feature of the performance,
the overture and intermezzos héing
especially fine, and, in each instance,
receiving the hearty applause of the
audience. The =scenery, costumes,
stage mountings and effects were in
keeping with the general excellence
of the production, upon which Signor
Hazon, Mr. Henry Braey and the
management are to be heartily con-
gratulated. .

THE LAST NIGHTS

“ Madam Butterﬂy" was again pre-
fted Hast’ evening, with Miss Amy
. Casties in "the’ role of Cho-Cho-San,

" peing  announced for to-morrow {Fri-
day) evening, “ Carmen” being played
‘ to—mwht and on’ Saturday.

THE OPERA HOUSE.

F'U!.LER'S WIDE-WORLD
- P]CTURES

" KING BDWARD'S FUNEKAL.

: The p1cture ‘boom still continues,
and throughout the week the Opera
House has been ‘packed nightly by
those who tfavour the '‘living picture”
form of entertainment.  On Monday
evening a special attraction was add-
ed to this week's bill of rare, when
a series of pictures poriraying the
funeéral of King Edward were shown.
The film ig about the best yet shown
at the Opera. Housé, and the Messrs-
Fulier are to be complimented upon
pla.cmg the picture ‘before "Aucklangd-
ers at such ah ea.rly date. That no
time was lost in receiving the film
will be gathered from the fact tha.t
the picture was ma.rled from London
on the day of the funeral. The sight
presented as the cortege wends its
‘way towards Windzor Castle is mag---

nificent, - and . the. clearness of the
picture is proved .when the vari-
ous notabiiities attending the fun-
eral are recognisable. The thousands
of sympathetic subjects mourning. the
loss of a great monarch are lined bare-
headed along the  route, while the
train conveying the remains to Wind-
sor is another incident. A -touching
item in the procession is the presence
of the late King's charger (led by
two goldiers).and . his .-favourite; dog,
the audience audibly expressing its
sympathy. The Metropelitan police,
bandsmen, fire brigade, soldiers, hoth
mounted and on.foot, are all clearly
shown as the solemn procession slowly
moves along. During the showing of
the picture, Mr. E. J. Burke’s or-
chestra rendered Chopin’s Funeral
March, Every little item and detail
is inciuded in the series, and on no
account should those who have the
opportunity miss a visit to the Opera
House this week,. - Besides the King’s
Funperal, the programme comntains a
collection of varied films which should
satisfy the most exacting. Those who
favour picture dramas have an abund-
ance of good films in the present bill-
of-fare. “The Man” is the title of a
most engrossing and interesting film,
telling the story of a young girl, who,
while hv:.ng happily at home, with her
father, is enticed away by a - good-
looking stranger, However, the vil-
-, lain_is attacked by ptomaine poison-
ing and the girl’s father, who has set
out ofter the pair, - overtakes them.
The man..j8 taken to’the girl’s home
and nursed: till-he recovers. The fa-
-ther .of the girl then- ehalle(nges him
to’'a duel with pistols, and the traitor
- meets his: death."A splendid sporting
film - shows " the final -of the cup’ tie
between the socker: teams, Newcastle
-and. Barnsby; bemg played st Home.
To thoge who aré only accustomed to

seeing gocker played.m ‘Auckland, the

-,am Rugby match in 1904,
trip of the aeroplane, Clement Bay-
“ard II., is watched: with interest, as

- Valentine'

the final performance “of* “ Butterfly”

pmture is a revelatmn.

.‘exceedsg that at the Aunckland v. Brit-
-The trial

is alzo 'a number of views of the
port of Toulon. Other items includ-
ed in. the -bill-of-fare are *“‘His PFirst
(dramatic), ‘'Coco, on
Earthquake” (comic), ‘‘Faithful”
(dramatic, “A Race for a Bride”
(comic), and “Man Under the Bed.”
© Diuring the entertainment an appro-
priate programme of music was rend-
ered by Mr. 8. J. Burke's orchestra
while the effects also help to ma.ke
the entertainment enjoyable. The
-usual matinee will be given on Sat-
urday, when the programme will un-
dergo a compiete change,

ROYAL ALBERT HALL.

WEST'S PICTURES.

Large audiences have heen the
order throughout the week at the
Royal Albert Hall, where an excellent
collection of pictorial gems is the at-
traction. Long before eight o’clock
on Saturday and Monday evenings
the hall was crowded, and many had
to be turned away. The chief item
on the bill of fare is a gplendid series
of pictures portraying King Edward’s
funeral. Without doubt it is one of
the best series yet presented to Auclk-
landers,- every detail being vividiy de-
picted- . The various notabilities "were
easily recognisable in the procéssion,
and the presence of Quéen Alexandra
with -a sad face appeared to: ‘cast
quite a. gloom over the audience. King
George V. and the Kaiser were recog-
nised: by the audlence 48 .the proces-
sion --made its way along Oxford-
street
procession wag . the. Klngs charger
led by-two soldiers and followed' by

the late monarch’s dog.. The .various
companies of soldiers,. handsmen and-

police presented .a. ma.gmﬁcent sight,
the. mounted . soldlers in~ particular
being : eagerly whatched’ by . the a.udl—
ence. . Durmg the showlng of the pic-

tures. the ladies’ orchestra . rendered - -

the - King's.. favourite . hymn. *Lead,
Kindly- Light’ and © Abjde With Me.”
A particula.r]y ﬁne _scenic plcture
shows ..the Stockholm canals, and the

banks -present.- some ... very- pretty,.

scenery. A strong dramatic . story is
told. in “Rdnsom’s Folly,”.one. of the
Wild. West series,.. .. Ransom, who, isa:
young .man, ma.kes a.bét that he, will
hold .up-the mail ‘goach ,with a lpa.lr of
scissors ingtead. of.a revolver. This
he -does, but. almost, simultaneously

the paymaster is held up and killed

by a notoricus outlaW—Red Rider by
name. - Ransom ,: is arrested but

while . awaiting- his’ trlal the daughter .
of . Red Rider proves his innocence, ;.

_ but. unknowmg]y places- the guilt

~upon her father.”

to him, commits = sulcide.
really sood dramat:c is entitled’ “ The

portion iz -well .up to requirements, -
the best of a .good : collection bemg
“ (talino Tries to Commmit Surclde

The ladies’. orehestra. rendered 1tems-
hroughout ‘the evemnb the render-;
“Phie Déep; ™

ing of. the plccoIo ‘solo, -
Blue Sea,” by Miss Lihan Levens, '

being beartily applauded

of the various charitahle institutions
in Auckland were. present-at the mati-
nee yesterday afternoon.

TIVOLI THEATRE.

The pictorial entertainment provid-
ed at the Tivol Theatre continues to
receive a -fair amount of patronage,
and the bill of fare being presenied
this week is giving satisfaction. The
King’s funeral iz the star item, but
the remainder .of the programme is

comprised. of. pictures of a high stand-

ard. The usual matinee will be given
on- Saturday, when the programme
will undergo the weekly change.

sr.‘ ANDREW’S HALI..

THE

McELWAIN- ABRAHAMS
‘ REGITAL.

Next Wednesday at 815 p.m. at St.
Andrew's Hall, ... Symonds-street,
Messrs. ;A_Ian___«Mchwain--,a.nd Laurie
Abrahams will once again make their
bow in their third humorous and dra-
matic' recital, when' they will be as-
sisted as on the previous occagions by

Iss Blauche Garland, /the . ,popular
[ conitfalto, and MISS Dorothy Nicol will
be at the lazio:, : An’ entirely ‘new
programme of tairth “and frolie, with
-just again a touch of pathos is pro-

The. attend-

A pathet,re -in¢ident in _ the -

. aimablement. wvous -

However, the lat- -.:

ter, when "the crimé is brought home
Angther .-

* At the in-’
vitation of Mr. Hayward, the’ inmates-

'mised. Amongst other items Mnr
McElwain will give Mel. B. Spur's fa-
mous “ After Dinner’ .speeches, and
the popular burlesque scena, “ The
Playwright.”” By special reguest Mr.
Abrahams ig giving Spur’s beautiful
monologue, “If We Only Knew,” and
Nesbit's *“ The Ballad of Splendid Si-
lence.” The hox plan is at Wildman
and Arey’s, and day sales at QGertl
Campion’s.

THE PRINCE’S RINK.

**Have you been to the rink?” is
quite a familiar greeting nowadays,
and shows the footing skating has es-
tablished this rwinter. There are no
less than five dzaily sessions at
Prince’s Rink, and each atiracts an
enthusiastic erowd of both sexes,
young and old. New Taces are
seen every day, and novices are fast
joining the ranks of the experts. A
new feature is the music devoted to
ladies only, which is greatly appre-
ciated. Amongst the lady devotees
are Mesdames Ashwin, Goldie, Shar-
man, Hoban, Edmonds, Reid, Lewis,
Prabant, Atkinson, Lynch, Lundon,
Buckland, Davis, Misses Nolon, Hum-
phries, ‘Taylor, Colter, Payne, D.- Na-
than, Ralph, Gresham, Grierson, Mor-
row, Cook, Alexander Posseniskie,
Court, Harvey, Craig, Necilson, etc.
The masquerade ball takes place on
Wednesday, July 6, and elaborate
preparations are being made to en-
sure ifts success. Competitions. are
being arranged for, and keen interest
is being taken in the event, which
promises to be unique in the . annals
of skatihg. M. Gonard, the manager,
will be pleased to give any .informa-
t]OD : R

. THE GLIDEAWAY RINK.

*_Rinking is maintaining its popu-
larity at the Glideaway Rink, and af-
ndanees are showing a steady in-
‘erease: .The floor is in first-class
order. aﬁd SI{atmg enthusiasts take
(fuil advan?tage of the fFacilities af-
‘forded . by . the. management - Every
attentlon 1s .given to, beginners, 80
that "ngng" need he ai’ralf] of trying
the1r prowess coL

- AN -ARTI_S-'I"E"S__ APPRECIATION.

R

. The HEditor of this journal. received
the . following - ‘letter . on: Saturday,
which speaks for . itself: ——Mons1eur,—
. Ajoint- recue- votre- splendlde “Sporting
Dramatic. -Review’ -oun plugieurs, fois
'av_ez-'-insere des
tres -flatteurs-  articles et : des- lito-
graphies -a. mpi-; tres. reussi, je tiens a
vous .remercier infiniment, et vous
-prie @ -agreer, monsieur, mes  meil-
~1eures salutatmns— SR
- i BF‘L SOREL

Lot

S i

) A MUSICAL _FAMILY

b Slgnorma. Maria. "Pampari - mformed

a .representative  of "thig’ journal on’
he . Tuesday that ghe had- received a. let-
BEleventh Hour,” while ‘The Man’ is - :
also very interesting. . The humorouS'

2ter from her ‘mother. stating that her
Vouug sistet,. Graziella -Pampari, -who
s only 15. years of age, had passed
-her musical e)'(amma.tlon and secured
sher diploma obta,mmg the first prlze
%% This. for me, and her grandmother,”
‘the _lette_r stated, “was a grand hap-
pening. Her teacher, Tedeschi to

~whom I went to express my thanks,

was full of satisfag¢tion al her .sue-
cess. He conszidered the girl did
miracles, considering that she had
. studied principally by herself, and
did better than girls ftwo or .three
years older who were under the hest
masters. She is now playlng in the
orchestra at Milan.”

REVERSING THE POSITION. .

- A few years ago successful novels
were adapted for the stage with such
regularity that an ouirageous joke
was perpetrated in the practice. The
young lady was depicted going in to a
literary arcade for. a cookery book.
“ T8 this the best you have?” she
-agked. “T should say it was,” re-
plied the salesman. “ Why thev are
going to dramatise it.”.  Nowadays,
however, it is all the other way about.
The stage hit is instantly novelised.
-Among recent - plays so treated. are
“ Henry of Navarre,” “The Lion and
.the Mouse,”" * The Third . Degree,”
“The. Whip,”: “The Brass .Bottle,”
while “The Dollar Princess,” & novel
<of “pride and passion,” iz the latest
-bloom. .on:the boogkstalls. " One wduld
~have thought the task of converting
into book - form.:a 'musieal . comedy
would: be an overwhelming diffieulty,
‘but - from. the ‘interesting manner--in
which it.has:been handled, no -surprise
:need ;be:felt;:if -some- literary genins -
furns out a novel on a  song or.a
dance.

© voice,

OPERATIC SINGERS.

THE - PRINCIPAL  TENORS WITH
THE GRAND OPERA COMPANY-

TWO BRILLIANT VOCALISTS-

With Mr. J. C. Willlamson's Grand
Opera Company, now visiting the Do-
minion, are two very fine tenor sing-
erg figuring as principals in the
operas of * Madam BRBuoiterfly,” *“La
Boheme” and “Carmen.” These
gentlemen (speaking of them in :the
order in which they were introduced
to the Auckland public) are Mr
Frederick Blamey, a young English-
man, and Signor Zerga, an Italian ar-
tist, also .with youth on hig gside.
Both are remarkably fine singers, and,
as they sing in alternation, night after
night, it is really difficult to say which
has the sweeter, better, truer note or
the greater artistic genius. Both
have been received -with equal appre-
ciation, and it says mnuch, therefore,
for Signor Hazon's ‘and- Mr. -J. - G.
Williamson’s judgment, , that both
gentlemen should - ‘have estabiished
themselves as such prime favourites
with “Auckland audiences. It i§ a
delight to hear either, and Mr. J. C.
Williamson, equally with Signor Ha-
zon, is to -be congratalated upon the
choice that has been made.  Sigpor
Zerga has certainly figured more in
grand opera in Ifaly—the recog-
nised home and Dbirthplace of .that
particular - form of musical art—
than Mr. Frederick Blamey, hut the
latter hags won many successes .and
created a name for himself in «the
ereat metropolis of the Old World,
which has the honour of being his
birthplace, both on the concert plat-
form and in opera, added Lo which he
has perfected his training under one
of the hest Italian masters in the city
of Milan itself, where: he has algo
taken part in grand opera.

BORN TO MUSIC.

A NATIVE OF COVENT GARDEN.

MR. FREDERICK BLAMEY'S.
EXPRERIENCES. - .
Ths writer had. the pleasure of in-
tervnewmg Mr. F'rederlck Blamey . at
the Star Hotel on Monday evemng,
and was greatly impressed ' by  the
talented tenor's devotion to his. art
‘Mr. Blamey, when invited to 8peak
about himself, said he was a na.twe of
London, born at Covent Ga.rden, with-
in less than a minute’s walk of the
Roval Ita.han Opera House, whleh ha.s
for more yearé than most of us, cau
rémember, been the céntre of, the
greatest and most brilliant of the mu-
sical triumphs achieved in the grea,t
heart of the British Empire.~ .The
world’'s leading artistes have all sung
there, in the presence. of  the most
‘brilliant assemblies the world has
‘ever wiinessed, The very name. .of
Covent Garden is assoclated - with
music.” .Born 'in ‘such an. atmosphere,
within sight and sound of .the great
Opera House and with the musmal in-
stinet or genius within hlm it is small
‘wonder that the hoy, as' he grew, - in
years and knowledge, should turn his
thoughts to that arena 6of:. tnumphs
that awaits all musical geniuses, The
gift of song was within him, and . h;s
breakmg ‘early,’ gave such -un-
mistakable signs of promise "that.a
violinist of some famne, who heard ham
'sing, urged his, friends to give the’ lad
a chance, and so he was placed under
Isidore - De Solla at, the Guildhall
School of Music, “where he’ had five
‘vears’ training,.and secured the chief
tenor prizes of ‘the schoadl.’ ﬁnishing
up by winning the gold medal award-
“ed to the most' dlstmguished student
‘of ‘the year in 1907. Between _ hias
gstudies he’ was supportmg himgelf. by
work on the concert  platform and in
opera. - He ging at St. James' s, the
Queen’s, the great Royal Albert .and
other noted concert halls in London,
and steadily won his way into .bopu-
Iar favour, taking part'in the chief
oratorios’ and “singing  under specia]
engagement’ with church -’ chorrs, ete.
Practically ali “his conecert work was
. done in London and’its suburbs, his
first appearance In grand opera being
-made in “Fra Dia,volo” and “ Zampa,”
also in London in 1907. ", With the
‘view. of further perfectmg his wirlk,
“he’ went to Italy and studied at Milan
under Sabatind, the dlstmguished
“master’ who' broughi out. - the great
Mccormack ‘After meven’ months
“training under the Ttalan maestro,
. Mr. Blamey’ accepted his firgt engage—
“ment to., .8ing_ in ‘Ttalian .6pera in an
Italian thea.tre, appearing o 'I:rbV?.-
. H T

were in demand for a pumber of othoer
(Continued on Page 22).° ‘



