
land Act, said His Worship, the onus

is left upon the prosecution of proving

that the drunken men were permitted
to remain upon the licensed premises
some appreciable length of time. The

only evidence of intoxication is that

of the two police officers who went

into the hotel and found the men

there. There was no evidence of what

length of time the men were there

upon the particular visit before the

police found them. ‘ln the circum-

stances,” said His Worship, “I am un-

able to say that the detendant is guilty

of permitting drunkenness, and the

charge wih be dismissed.”

Mr. F. Earl appeared for the defen-

dant and Sub-Inspector Hendrey prose-

cuted.

GAMBLING IN HOTELS.

A MAGISTRATE'S WARNING.

Speaking at the annual meeting of

the Christchurch Licensing Commit-

tee Mr. H. W. Bishop, S-M., chairman

of the committee, said that before ap-

plications for renewal of licenses were

considered he wanted to deal with one

aspect of the conduct of certain houses

he did not intend to specify them—

which had arisen in connection with

police reports. It was stated that

book makers frequented hotels on race

days, and made use of the piemises

for betting purposes. The committee

thoroughly appreciated the action of

the licensees of the United Service and

City Hotels. When the police drew

their attention to this serious blot on

the trade they promptly put a stop to

the practice, and their action stood out

very handsomely. Five objections had

been lodged concerning the practice

of bookmakers frequenting hotels for

betting purposes. When he received

the police reports he took the Licens-

ed Victuallers” Association into his

confidence, and that body at once

grasped the position, and pledged it-

self to use the utmost effort to ensure

the law being strictly observed. The

association had also communicated

with the owners, mortgagees, and li-

censees of each hotel affected, and he

had received from those persons indi-

vidually assurance in the most ample
terms that the difficulty would be met,

and the practice, if it existed, stop-

ped.
He knew that certain licensees had

scruples as to how far they would be

justified in putting a stop to the fre-

quenting of their houses by book-

makers. Immediately the licensee had

any. reasonable ground for believing

that a ccnmm ndation and refreshment

were being sought as a cover for the

carrying on of an illegal practice then

he was fully justified in refusing to

receive or serve the bookmaker. He

had no wish to preach a sermon about

gambling, but one could not hide from

oneself the fact that it was being

carried on to a considerable extent,

and all thinking men must realise it

was a very serious evil. Holding the

opinion he did that gambling was a

sort of moral cancer, he should be ex-

tremely sorry if he thought that pub-

licans were covering acts of those,
bookmakers, harpies as he believed

them to be, by virtue of their licenses.

LICENSING LAW ANOMALIES.

CURIOUS POSITION AT A BYE

ELECTION.

Mr. J. S. Palmer, President of the

New Zealand Licensed Victuallers’ As-

sociation, in a letter addressed to the

Auckland evening paper, draws atten-

tion to some curious anomalies in the

Licensing law. He says:——“Having
regard to the fact that an election for

a member to represent the district of

Auckland East in Parliament will take

place on Thursday, 16th inst., it will

perhaps be interesting for your read-

ers to learn what the position will

be with regard to the Statutory half

holiday, and the sale of liquor in any

licensed premises within the district

in connection therewith. Section 123

subsec. 1 of ‘The Legislature Act, 1908,

provides: ‘That every day on which

any election takes place shall be deem-

ed to be a public holiday after mid-

day, and it shall not be lawful to sell

intoxicating liquors in any licensed]
premises within the .district between

the hours of 12 o’clock noon and seven

in the evening.
Sub-sec. 2 reads: ‘‘Where the poll-

ing day at any election is other than

that appointed as the weekly half-

holiday, under the ‘Shops and Offices

Act, 1908,’ the provisions of the Act

relating to the weekly half-holiday
shall be ‘deemed to refer to the polling
day in lieu of the day so appointed,
and it shall not : be necessary for any

■employer to observe "the day so ap-

pointed in the week in which the poll-
ing day falls-' Now Sir, let us see what

the effect of this will be so far as

the district of Auckland East is con-

cerned; one side of the whole of Queen

Street, and one side of the whole of

Karangahape Road are included in

Auckland East, the other side of these

two thoroughfares are included in

Auckland Central. This means that

under the law the business premises
on one side of Karangahape Road and

Queen Street will remain open on Wed-

nesday, 15th, all day, and close on

Thursday, 16th inst., at mid-day;

whilst on the other side of the same

two thoroughfares, the positions on

Thursday, 16th, will be reversed. Then

with regard to the hotels, those on

Auckland East side of Karangahape

Road and Queen Street will be com-

pelled under the law to refrain from

selling intoxicating liquors to any per-

sons between the hours of 12 o’clock

noon, and seven o’clock in the even-

ing, whilst on the other side of the

same two thoroughfares the hotels,
will remain open and conduct their

business as usual.
“A (peculiar (feature attaching tew

the anomalous position is the fact that

the ‘Licensing Act, 190 B,’ itself, under

sections 3 9 and. 46, deals only with

this aspect of the questions so far as

it refers to Licensing Polls and Licen-

sing Committee Elections.

“Any further comment from me on

the absurd and ridiculous position
which will obviously have to be faced

next week by reason of such defect-

ive legislation, I consider at this junc-
ture unnecessary and superfluous. It

is, however, worthy of note that the

phraseology contained in section 123

of the ‘Legislature Act, 1908,’ is by

no means perfect, and therefore open

to comment and criticism.”—I am, etc.,

J. S. PALMER.

MORE LAW ANOMALIES.

Hotelkeepers are victimised in Eng-

land in much the same fashion as they

are in New Zealand, by anomalies in

the Licensing law. At the Liverpool
County Court on April 22nd, a licen-

see was summoned for damages for

an assault and battery committed by

his barman upon a would-be customer

while ejecting the latter from his em-

ployer’s premises under the following

circumstances. Plaintiff’s version was

that on February 19th last, he entered
the licensee’s premises and was sup-

plied with drink which he had partly

consumed when the barman forcibly

ejected him, in doing which he knock-

ed the plaintiff down and his head

cam e into contact with the counter

with the result that he was seriously

injured. The barman’s evidence was

to the effect that the plaintiff entered

the house under the influence of drink,

in fact he had refused to serve him

earlier the same evening and when he

refused to serve the man on the sec-

ond occasion he became abusive, used

filthy language and declined to leave

the house. In ejecting the man, as' he

was bound to do, the barman said he

used no more force than was necessary

and alleged that the man received his

injuries in attempting to re-enter the

house a third time by a side door when

he fell down some steps against the

counter and received his injuries. The

County Court judge held that the

plaintiff’s behaviour on the occasion

did not amount to drunken, violent,

quarrelsome or disorderly conduct

within the meaning of section 18 of

the Licensing Act, 1872 (which was

relied on as a defence) so as to entitle

the barman to forcibly turn the man

out.' ' He awarded the plaintiff £7 7s

damages and costs instead of £l5

' claimed, which he considered excessive.

It should be'mentioned that a few day's

after the assault the barman was sum-

moned before the Magistrates and

fined £1 and costs. The anomaly is

this: —If the assault had been commit-

ted by the licensee and he had been

fined instead of his barman the con-

viction and payment of the fine would

have been a bar to any subsequent pro-

ceedings in a Civil Court but at Com-

mon law a master is responsible for

the acts of his servant while acting

within the scope of his employment

as this barman was in ejecting an ob-

jectionable customer from his employ-

er’s house-

PROHIBITION AND THE FAMILY.

Anti-Saloon League orators argue

that the open saloon breaks up fam-

ilies. The fact is (says the Chicago

“Champion of Fair Play”), that pro-

hibition states have more divorces in

proportion to population than have the

so-called “wet” states. Here are the

figures from the United States Census

Bulletin No. 96, on marriage and di-

vorce, pages 36, 38 and 48, covering
1887 to 1906 inclusive: —

In dry Maine there have been granted

3,628 divorces for drunkenness, from

1887 to 19006. Maine has forbidden

the liquor traffic for more than sixty
years.

“Dry” Kansas has granted 4,086 di-

vorces for drunkenness from 18 8 7 to

1906. Kansas has been “dry” for

thirty years.

Twenty and two-tenths per cent, of

all the divorces granted in Maine from

1887 to 1906 were for drunkenness,

while in Michigan in the same time,

only two and four-tenths per cent, were

granted because of drunkenness.
Of the 3,628 Maine divorces, 3-3

per cent, were granted to husbands be-

cause of drunken wives.

Does prohibition save the home?

THE BARMAID OF OLD.

In view of Mr. Ell’s proposed Bill

for the registration of barmaids, the fol-

lowing from the South Australian

Weekly News and L.V- Gazette, is

interesting.
We wonder if our worthy members of

Parliament, who have worked so stren-

uously to abolish the fascinating bar-

maid are aware that she dates back to

the time of Pharaoh. In a papyrus

recently removed with difficulty from

the top of a mummy case in the Berlin

Museum there was set forth a very
“human document,” which ran thus:—
“ Protarche, a barmaid, is engaged to

WOLFF’SI
I SCHNAPPS I

JK !t is the Purest Spirit j
4 In BcverngcSo amma Possible t© obtain. *>

“HAZEL BANK,"
ST. CLAIR, DUNEDIN.

5 minutes from St. Clair Beach.

Corner Allandale Road.

Close to Golf Links and Tram.

Private Boarding Establishment

Terms Reasonable.

E. WOODWARD,

’Phone 790. Proprietor.

The Perfection ofQuality!

'TABARD'
TURKISH

CIGARETTES
DE L.UXE

From the TabardCigarette Company,
Regent Street, London, W.

PROPRIETOR—-

SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON.

The most elaborate care is exercised

in the manufacture and packing of
“ Tababd ” Cigarettes, only the

finest selected Dubec leaf being
used, the blending being in charge
of experts of long experience. The.
result is a Turkish Cigarette of

. . .

Superb Quality ami

IBelicious Flavour.,

In Airtight Tins of

10’s, 20's. sO’s and 100’s.

The Cigarette for Connoisseurs

— “PAR EXCELLENCE?’ —

Sole N.Z. Agents:

HALING & COMPANY, Ltd.-,/
CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z.

HAIG’S

Milky Way
WHISKY.
—The Very Best.—

ROLAND & ROBERTSON,
Hunter Street, Wellington,

Sole Agents for N.Z.

. pLUB HOTEL,

r.? QUAY,
GREYMOUTH.

I !' Right opposite
a " r S teamer landing.

3• -rr J Excellent Ac-

FltinJlKj Only the Best
. Brands of Ales,

Wines and Spirits kept. Hot and Cold
Baths. Tariff, 5s per day.

ALEX. LENNIE
. . Proprietor.

"■ '
'

" =1

rpHE EMPIRE HOTEL, GREYMOUTH.

Centrally situated between Rail-
way Station, G.P.0., Municipal Build-

ings and Wharf. The Empire Hotel has
recently been renovated and re-furnish-
ed, and now offers the travelling public
the most Comfortable Accommodation
and a Good Table at moderate rates.
The Empire being a

“ free house,” pa-
trons can rely upon getting the very
best brands of Wines and Spirits and
Draught and Bottled AIes.—JAMES P.
BEIRNE, Proprietor.

(OOSMOPOLITAN jjOTEL.
PALMERSTON ST,' WESTPORT.

. r 1J- e, taylor .. Proprietor.

WINES AND SPIRITS. OF THE BEST.

GOOD ACCOMMODATION.,
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