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THE HOTEL WORKERS’
DEMANDS.

SHOULD NOT THE PUBLIC TAKE
A HAND?

THE RETALIATIVE POLICY.

We are not surprised at the failure
of the Wellington Conclliation Com-
missioner to bring’ the parties to the
Hotel Workers' dispute to.an agree-
ment. It is- tolerably certain that,

the meaning of the “irreducible min-
imum”, of the demands made by Mr.
E. J. Carey and Mr. Thomas Long on
behalf of their respective Unions, they
will agree with Mr. Beveridge (whose
remarks as reporied in “The Domin-
fon” are reproduced elsewhere) that
those demands are both “unwarrant-
able and unjustifiable,” and that they
would but add to the mamny burdens
shouldered by a long-suiffering public
were they conceded. At present, we
nave neither the desire nor the in-
tention to review the demands, the
nature of - which has been olearly
shown in the contrasts dealing with
the New Zealand and Sydney awards,
and the new claims of the local Un-
ions,” which - were published -in-- the
“Review” of the 13th inst,
is this to be said on the subject. The

public have a: special and. a direct in- .

terest in the matter, hecause compli-
ance with the Union demands wouid

mean substantially '~ increased cost
to the travelling public, ~and
a genéeral raising of board and
lodging tariffs, which to the “man
in the street,” who breakfasts,
lunches "and dines at  hotels or-

restaurants 18 a very serlous matter,
with no correspending return for the
increased ‘outlay. Mr. Carey, in re-
viewing the situation from his stand-
point, put the position very clearly.

“The “Trade,’™ he said, “had two alter-

anatives—to raise the tariffs, or to con-
tinue to get it out of the women work-
ers and scullery men at 22s 6d a
week.” That remark clearly shows
that Mr. Carey recognises it is the
public who are to be made to pay the
piper if his claims prevail.
public have, therefore, just as much
right to express an opinion upon the
subject as Mr. Carey—more so, in
fact, because Mr. Carey proposes to

tax them for the benefit of unskilled °

labour that, in the case of most young
men and young women engaged in it,

as also of old men and old women, ”

ig well enough paid at 228 6d per week,
plus the board and lodging, which Mr.
Carey so conveniently omits to men-
tion when speaking of the rate of pay-
ment.
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TAKING IT OUT OF THE TRADE.

The worst feature of the business
ls, however, found fn the militant at-
titude adopted by the Labour leaders
towards the Trade itself. Handicap-
ped as they are by the Local Option

vote, which is used and manipulated .

by such people as Mr. E. J. Carey al-
most solely as a means of vindictive
retaliation, the hotelkeepers of this
country have practically no alterna-
tive but to submit to demands made
in the “stand and deliver” fashion
that 18 now becoming 8o common.
We had a case in point in conneection
with the Auckland agreement. That
was formulated by Mr. Long and pre-
sented to the Auckland I.V. Assocl-
ation within a few days of the Local
Option polls of 1908. Diseussion upon
its details was practically barred; it
had to be accepted  or rejected In-
stanter. But, although, through 2
technicality, the agreement has no
legal force it is still being honourably
observed by the Auckland licensees,
who - were most certalnly the victims
of a bit of very smart practice, it be-
Ing well understoed that if they re-

.Court.

once the public properly understand the attention of the Court to the way In

But there .

And the

jected the terms advanced by - Mr.
Long on behalf of the Union the work-
ers would be urged to vote the “Neo
License” ticket. Mr. Carey, again,
is known to have done all that he
could at the 1908 L.ocal Option polls
to secure the carrying of “No-license.”
Valiant champion of the workers’ in-
terests as he pretends to be, he is
now admittedly prepared to go to the

. length of urging the workers to fur-

ther measures of retaliation against
the employers, for what he is pleased
to term the ‘“unjustifiable attitude”
they have taken up in electing to send
the dispute between the hotel workers
and themselves to the Arhitration
-“He- would,” he said, “draw

which the employers had set about to
defeat the ends of the Concillation
Council,” and he declared “there
would be such a howl throughout the
length and breadth of - the country
that the hotelkeepers would be sorry
for the way they had acted.” Langu-
age of this character can only be re-
garded -as foreshadowing an attempt
to set the country against the Trade,
because it has elected to stand by its
legitimate right of appeal to the Court,

TRADE TOPICS.

An important meeting of the Ex-
~cutive of the New Zealand Licensed
Victuallers® Agsociation is to be held
in Auckland on April 13th.
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A London cable message states that
the House of Lords has decided that
the goodwill of the Chartreuse liqueur
factory has not passed to the French
judicial liguidator, and, therefore, the
monks are entitled to the English
trademarks. The French Govern-
ment's ligueur must be marked dis-
tinctively,
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Having practically extinguished the
walking ‘“‘beer shops” which have been
doing business on Sundays, the Wel-
lington police are now turning special
attention to alleged Sunday trading
in hotels proper.

- L L L ]

A novel sight was witnessed in front
of .an hotel in Gisborne the other day,
when a horse was seen drinking from
& bottle of ale held in his mouth. The

"THE COURT SCENE IN “MAR RIED TO THE WRONG MAN"

MAJESTY’S, AUCKLAND, ON EASTER SATURDAY.

against what it considers to be the
excessive and unwarrantable clalms
Mr. Carey advances. With the cun-
ning of a bush lawyer, moreover, Mr.
Carey proposed that the agreement
he submitted should continuve in force
for twelve months only, so that on
the eve of another I.ocal Option poll
further pressure could be brought to
bear upon licensed hotelkeepers. It
seems to us that both in the cry he
has raised against the hotelkespers,
and in the “howl” he proposes to
raise through the country Mr. Carey
does the cause of Labour no good,
and much real harm, alienating the
sympathy of moderate men, and ineci-
dentally stirring up strife in quarters

- where only harmonlous relationships

have hitherto prevailed. But like all
pald agitators Mr. Carey agitates with-
out any regard to the rights and ecom-
forts of others, and while calling for
“justice” for ome- clasa of workers,
loses sight of the injustice his claims

" would inflict on othera.

horse was evidently guite used to the
beverage, for he was not by any
means as perturbed over the opera-
ti&m as the crowd that quickly gather-
5] . .

At the quarterly meeting of the
Rangitikei Licensing Committee held
In Hunterville, the application of Mrs,
Shields to carry on the business of the
f)hingafti Hotel until the annual meet-
ing in June was granted., An exten-
slon of time to manage the Gretna
Hotel, Taihape, was granted to Mrs
Gibbons.
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The late Mr. Charles Henry
Williams, whose death was recorded
by the Wellington papers last week,
was lessee of Barrett’'s Hotel, and
well known as a resident of Karori and
Wellington of many years standing
Mr. Willlams had been il1 for some
eight weeks past, and succumbed in
the private hospital te which he had

been confined for the past week. Mr.-
Wwilliams, who was a nativ'e of Bir-
mingham, was born in 1847, He
learned the electro-plating trade at
Home, being- apprenticed to the firm

of Perkinsg, the well-known locket-
makers, of Birmingham. He came
out to New Zealand in the ship Pleia-
des in 1867, and took wup .farming
pursuits in the Wellington district.
Subseguently he started in business
in Wellington as a tobacconist, but
nfter a few years saw an opening for
an electro-plating and engraving busi-
ness, in which he was a specialist,
and for many years successfully pur-
sued his trade in Upper Willis Street.
Some three years zgo he took the
lease of the Upper Hutt Hotel, which
he relinquished to take over Barrett’s
Hotel about six months ago. He re-
sided for many years in Karori, and
wag for some time a member of the
Karori Borough Council. He leaves
a widow and two sons, Messrs. Walter
George Williamg and Franecis Herman
Williams, who reside in Wellington.
Mr. ‘Williams was wel] known in Ma-
sonie circles. .

TO BE PRODUCED AT HIS

A ecase of considerable interest to
hotel licensees and the public gener-
ally was ventilated at the Dargaville
Police Court last week, George Bur-
dett, licensee of the Tangiteroria,
hotel, was charged with having on
22nd December last at Tangiteroria,
refused to supply accommodation, to
wit, a meal to one Donald Laing, a
traveller; also with having refused to
provide accomodation, to wit, a
horse feed to Ilonald Laing, a travel-
ler. After hearing the evidence the
Magistrate dismissed the case.
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At the Magisirate’s Court, Masier-
ton, before Mr. C. C. Graham, S.M., .
John A. Leahy was fined £5 and costa
for having given an order on account
of another person for liquor intended
to -be taken Iinto the no-license dis-
trict of Masterton, and having failed
to give a statement in writing of the
name and address of such other per-
SOn: -




